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INTRODUCTION 


Tue name “ Homer’ brings before the mind a 
definite picture of the blind minstrel, roaming from 
city to city and singing or chanting portions of the 
great poems that are traditionally ascribed to him. 
Such a type is splendidly represented by the bust of 
Homer in the Naples Museum, and almost all that 
tradition tells of the poet, save in so far as it is 
made up of statements regarding his date—which 
in turn rest upon combinations often demonstrably 
false—groups itself about such a typical figure, and 
is plainly without historic worth. 

The ancient “lives” of Homer which have come 
down to us are all later than the beginning of the 
Christian era, and from them we can gather little 
that has any claim to attention except the two 
statements that Homer was an Jonian—Chios and 
Smyrna being the cities most uniformly given as his 
birthplace ; and that in Chios there was a guild or 
clan of Homeridae—that is, “sons of Homer.” 
The first mention of the Chian Homeridae occurs 
in the geographer Strabo (about 18 a.p.). Pindar 
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uses the term apparently of those devoted to 
Homeric poetry without any reference to the Chian 
clan, and the word is similarly used by Plato. 


As for the name “Homer” itself it is most 
naturally taken as that of a feal individual—a poet 
to whom by the middle of the sixth century B.c. 
the great mass of epic poetry which survived from 
the early age of Greece had come to be attri- 
buted; although as time went on all poems save 
the Iliad and Odyssey were rejected, and in later 
antiquity there were those who referred these to 
separate authors. The earliest author to mention 
Homer is Callinus of Ephesus (about 660 B.c.) and 
the earliest quotation from the Homeric poems is 
found in Simonides of Amorgos, of the same date, 
unless it is possibly to be attributed to the later 
Simonides of Ceos (about 480 B.c.). Modern scholars 


have, however, made many attempts—all uncon- 





vincing—to interpret the word “ Homer” in other 
ways than as the name of an actual person. The 
word itself means “hostage.”’ It has been thought 
that the Homeridae may have been “sons of 
hostages’’—not trusted to fight but allowed to 
serve as custodians of traditional poetry—and that 


“Homer” is merely their imaginary ancestor ; 
others, seeking a different etymology for the word, 
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have held that it denotes merely the legendary 
fitter-together or harmonizer (67 + dp) of tradi- 
tional poetical material. That the word means 
“blind”? was assumed in antiquity, but is believed 
by no one. 

If the personality of the poet, under whose name 
the Odyssey has come down to us, is thus vague 
and shadowy—even the most familiar elements 
being drawn perhaps from his own portrayal of the 
blind bard, Demodocus—so too there has seemed 
to many scholars to be a like obscurity regarding 
the early history of the poem itself. Regarding 
this the evidence is as follows: 

The oldest manuscripts of the Odyssey date from 
the tenth and eleventh centuries a.p. Papyrus 
fragments whose dates range from the third cen- 
tury B.c. to the fourth century a.p. carry our know- 
ledge still further back, and the evidence afforded 
by our acquaintance with the work of the Alexan- 
drian grammarians is invaluable in tracing the 
history of the text; while, finally, we have quota- 
tions from Homer in classical authors, and some- 
what vague and not wholly convincing evidence of 
the constitution of an authoritative text at Athens 
in the sixth century B.c. Certain facts stand out 
prominently. First, our modern text is remarkably 
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well established—far better established than is, for 
example, the text of Shakespeare. Secondly, this 
text seems to have been fixed as the result of a 
purging or pruning process. We know, for example, 
that the critical work of the Alexandrians was con- 
cerned largely with the rejection of lines held on 
one ground or another to be spurious, that the text 
of the papyri differs widely from our vulgate text, 
and that the quotations in ancient authors show 
many lines not found in our Homer. 

From this evidence the conclusion has been drawn 
that in antiquity “ Homer” meant the whole mass 
of epic poetry—for this there is definite evidence— 
and that our J/iad and Odyssey, both as regards text 
and content, were in a more or less fluid state until 
they gradually crystallized into the forms familiar 
to us. On this view it is impossible to speak of a 
poet, Homer, as the author either of Iliad or Odysscy. 
It should be stated, however, that while much of 
modern Homeric criticism has been analytic and 
destructive, im many important respects recent 
studies have shown that both the methods and the 
results of destructive criticism are misleading, and 
have given stronger and more convincing grounds 
for a belief in the essential integrity of both poems, 
each as the work of one supreme artist. 
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The most notable Homeric critics of antiquity 
were Zenodotus of Ephesus, librarian of the great 
library at Alexandria under Ptolemy Philadelphus 
(who reigned 285-247 s.c.), Aristophanes of By- 
zantium,a pupil of Zenodotus, and like him, librarian 
at Alexandria (about 200 s.c.), and Aristarchus of 
Samothrace, pupil of Aristophanes and his successor 
as librarian (about 160 B.c.). Other scholars cited 
in the critical notes are Rhianus (about 225 Bc.) 
the poet, Onomacritus (about 550 B.c.), and Callis- 
tratus, a follower of Aristophanes. 

The aim of the translator has been to give a 
faithful rendering of the Odyssey that preserves in 
so far as possible certain traits of the style of the 
original. Such a rendering should be smooth and 
flowing and should be given in elevated but not 
in stilted language. In particular the recurrent 
lines and phrases which are so noticeable in the 
original should be preserved. Hence even when 
in a given context a varying phrase would seem 
preferable, the translator has felt bound to use the 
traditional formula. This has in some instances 
necessitated the use of a more or less colourless 
phrase, adapted to various contexts. In the case of 
doubtful renderings, alternatives are sometimes 


given in a footnote. 
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The Greek text of this edition is in all essentials 
the modern vulgate. The notes under the text 
give occasionally the name of- the ancient critic 
whose reading is adopted and note the lines re- 
jected by the Alexandrians. Variants, if cited, are 
marked off by colons. 
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Tett me, O Muse, of the man of many devices, 
who wandered full many ways after he had sacked 
the sacred citadel of Troy. Many were the men 
whose cities he saw and whose mind he learned, aye, 
and many the woes he suffered in his heart upon the 
sea, seeking to win his own life and the return of 
his comrades. Yet even so he saved not his com- 
rades, though he desired it sore, for through their 
own blind folly they perished—fools, who devoured 
the kine of Helios Hyperion ; but he took from them 
the day of their returning. Of these things, goddess, 
daughter of Zeus, beginning where thou wilt, tell 
thou even unto us. 

Now all the rest, as many as had escaped sheer 
destruction, were at home, safe from both war and 
sea, but Odysseus alone, filled with longing for his 
return and for his wife, did the queenly nymph Ca- 
lypso, that bright goddess, keep back in her hollow 
caves, yearning that he should be her husband. But 
when, as the seasons revolved, the year came in 
which the gods had ordained that he should return 
home to Ithaca, not even there was he free from 
toils, even among his own folk. And all the gods 
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1 Tt seems best to regard this epithet, for purposes of 
translation, as a proper name. The word doubtless means 
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pitied him save Poseidon; but he continued to rage 
unceasingly against godlike Odysseus until at length 
he reached his own land. 

Howbeit Poseidon had gone among the far-off 
Ethiopians—the Ethiopians who dwell sundered in 
twain, the farthermost of men, some where Hyperion 
sets and some where he rises, there to receive a heca- 
tomb of bulls and rams, and there he was taking his 
joy, sitting at the feast; but the other gods were 
gathered together in the halls of Olympian Zeus. 
Among them the father of gods and men was first to 
speak, for in his heart he thought of noble Aegis- 
thus, whom far-famed Orestes, Agamemnon’s son, 
had slain. Thinking on him he spoke among the 
immortals, and said: 

“Look you now, how ready mortals are to blame 
the gods. It is from us, they say, that evils come, 
but they even of themselves, through their own 
blind folly, have sorrows beyond that which is or- 
dained. Even as now Aegisthus, beyond that which 
was ordained, took to himself the wedded wife of 
the son of Atreus, and slew him on his return, 
though well he knew of sheer destruction, seeing 
that we spake to him before, sending Hermes, the 
keen-sighted Argeiphontes,! that he should neither 
slay the man nor woo his wife; for from Orestes 
shall come vengeance for the son of Atreus when 
once he has come to manhood and longs for his own 
land. So Hermes spoke, but for all his good intent 
he prevailed not upon the heart of Aegisthus; and 
now he has paid the full price of all.” 


‘‘the swift appearer” (root gar). The rendering ‘slayer of 
Argus” (root ev) is inadmissible, as there is no trace of 
the Argus-myth in Homer. 
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1 Others, ‘‘grey-eyed”; but if colour is meant it is almost 
certainly blue. The meaning given above is strongly sup- 
ported by J/. xx. 172 and JI, 1. 200. 
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Then the goddess, flashing-eyed! Athene, answered 
him: “Father of us all, thou son of Cronos, high 
above all lords, aye, verily that man lies low in a 
destruction that is his due; so, too, may any other 
also be destroyed who does such deeds. But my 
heart is torn for wise Odysseus, hapless man, who 
far from his friends has long been suffering woes in 
a sea-girt isle, where is the navel of the sea. ’Tis 
a wooded isle, and therein dwells a goddess, daughter 
of Atlas of baneful mind, who knows the depths of 
every sea, and himself holds the tall pillars which 
keep earth and heaven apart. His daughter it is 
that keeps back that wretched, sorrowing man; and 
ever with soft and wheedling words she beguiles 
him that he may forget Ithaca. But Odysseus, in 
his longing to see were it but the smoke leaping up 
from his own land, yearns to die. Yet thy heart 
doth not regard it, Olympian. Did not Odysseus 
beside the ships of the Argives offer thee sacrifice 
without stint in the broad land of Troy? Wherefore 
then didst thou conceive such wrath? against him, 
O Zeus?” 

Then Zeus, the cloud-gatherer, answered her and 
said: “ My child, what a word has escaped the barrier 
of thy teeth? How should I, then, forget godlike 
Odysseus, who is beyond all mortals in wisdom, and 
beyond all has paid sacrifice to “the immortal gods, 
who hold broad heaven? Nay, it is Poseidon, the 
earth-enfolder, who is ever filled with stubborn wrath 
because of the Cyclops, whom Odysseus blinded of 


2 In the Greek there is a play upon the verb wdvcao and 
the name ’OSvcets, the latter suggesting the meaning ‘‘ man 
of wrath.” See xix. 409. 
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els ayopiy KaréoavTa Kapn KOMOwVTAS "Axavobs 
TACL LVYNTTHpETow GTrELTrEMEY, ot Té of alet 
penn adwa acs oues teat eihirodas Edixas Bods. 
TEL & és 2rdprny® Te Kal és TIvXov jpaboevra 
voa Tov TeUT OMEVOY TAT pos pirou, iv tov axovcn, 
nO wa pw Kréo0g ecOXOv ev avOpwroataw & EXNTLV. 


1 rovvppova : Satppova. 
2 Sndpryy: Kphrny Zenodotus; ef. 285. 





? Others render ‘‘ unvintaged ” or ‘‘ unharvested ” (rpvydw), 
but it seems better to connect the word with the root rpu, 
“‘rub,” “wear out.” 


8 


70 


80 


90 


THE ODYSSEY, I. 70-95 


his eye—even the godlike Polyphemus, whose might 
is greatest among all the Cyclopes; and the nymph 
Thoosa bore him, daughter of Phorcys who rules 
over the unresting! sea; for in the hollow caves she 
lay with Poseidon. From that time forth Poseidon, 
the earth-shaker, does not indeed slay Odysseus, but 
makes him a wanderer from his native land. But 
come, let us who are here all take thought of his 
return, that he may come home; and Poseidon will 
let go his anger, for he will in no wise be able, 
against all the immortal gods and in their despite, 
to contend alone.” 

Then the goddess, flashing-eyed Athene, answered 
him: “ Father of us all, thou son of Cronos, high 
above all lords, if indeed this is now well pleasing 
to the blessed gods, that the wise Odysseus should 
return to his own home, let us send forth Hermes, 
the messenger, Argeiphontes, to the isle Ogygia, 
that with all speed he may declare to the fair-tressed 
nymph our fixed resolve, even the return of Odys- 
seus of the steadfast heart, that he may come home. 
But, as for me, I will go to Ithaca, that I may the 
more arouse his son, and set courage in his heart to 
call to an assembly the long-haired Achaeans, and 
speak out his word to all the wooers, who are ever 
slaying his thronging sheep and his sleek? kine of 
shambling gait. And I will guide him to Sparta and 
to sandy Pylos, to seek tidings of the return of his 
dear father, if haply he may hear of it, that good 
report may be his among men.” 

? €dcwas is a word of uncertain etymology. The rendering 
given above connects it with séAas. Others understand it as 
referring to the ‘‘ crumpled” horns of cattle, or treat it as 


virtually equivalent to eiAfmodas. The ancients took the 
word to mean ‘‘ black,” 
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1 Aristarchus rejected lines 97-101. 
2 Sdhuaoiw : KTHUATYW. 





1 guBpdo.os, like &uBpotos, &pOiros, and even a@avaros (iv. 
79), may be used of inanimate things. Some assume that 
the word has properly no connection with Spords, and means 
merely “fragrant” (see xvili. 193). 
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So she spoke, and bound beneath her feet her 
beautiful sandals, immortal,! golden, which were 
wont to bear her both over the waters of the sea and 
over the boundless land swift as the blasts of the 
wind. And she took her mighty spear, tipped with 
sharp bronze, heavy and huge and strong, wherewith 
she vanquishes the ranks of men—of warriors, with 
whom she is wroth, she, the daughter of the mighty 
sire. ‘Then she went darting down from the heights 
of Olympus, and took her stand in the lend of 
Ithaca at the outer gate of Odysseus, on the thresh- 
old of the court. In her hand she held the spear 
of bronze, and she was in the likeness of a stranger, 
Mentes, the leader of the Taphians. There she 
found the proud wooers. They were taking their 
pleasure at draughts in front of the doors, sitting on 
the hides of oxen which they themselves had slain ; 
and of the heralds? and busy squires, some were 
mixing wine and water for them in bowls, others 
again were washing the tables with porous sponges 
and setting them forth, while still others were por- 
tioning out meats in aiumeleniees 

Her the godlike Telemachus was far the first to 
see, for he was sitting among the wooers, sad at 
heart, seeing in thought his noble father, should he 
perchance come from somewhere and make a scat- 
tering of the wooers in the palace, and himself win 
honour and rule over his own house. As he thought 
of these things, sitting among the wooers, he beheld 
Athene, and he went straight to the outer door; for 
in his heart he counted it shame that a stranger 

2 It has seemed better to render the word «jpvt uniformly 
by “herald,” although the ee range from ‘‘ herald” 
in battle scenes to ‘‘ page’ ‘‘henchman” in scenes por- 
traying life in the palace. 
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1 The words are picturesquely thought of as winging their 
way from the speaker to the person addressed ; cf. &mrepos, 
of an unspoken word, in xvii. 57, and elsewhere. 
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should stand long at the gates. So, drawing near, 
he clasped her right hand, and took from her the 
spear of bronze; and he spoke, and addressed her 
with winged words: 1 

“Hail, stranger; in our house thou shalt find enter- 
tainment, and then, when thou hast tasted food, thou 
shalt tell of what thou hast need.” 

So saying, he led the way, and Pallas Athene fol- 
lowed. And when they were within the lofty house, 
he bore the spear and set it against a tall pillar in a 
polished spear-rack, where were set many spears 
besides, even those of Odysseus of the steadfast 
heart. Athene herself he led and seated on a chair, 
spreading a linen cloth beneath—a beautiful chair, 
richly-wrought,? and below was a footstool for the 
feet. Beside it he placed for himself an inlaid seat, 
apart from the others, the wooers, lest the stranger, 
vexed by their din, should loathe the meal, seeing 
that he was in the company of overweening men ; 
and also that he might ask him about his father that 
was gone. Then a handmaid brought water for the 
hands in a fair pitcher of gold, and poured it over a 
silver basin for them to wash, and beside them drew 
up a polished table. And the grave housewife 
brought and set before them bread, and therewith 
dainties in abundance, giving freely of her store. 
And a carver lifted up and placed before them 
platters of all manner of meats, and set by them 
golden goblets, while a herald ever walked to and 
fro pouring them wine. 

Then in came the proud wooers, and thereafter 
sat them down in rows on chairs and high seats. 
Heralds poured water over their hands, and maid- 


“ Perhaps ‘‘ carven.” 
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1 Garrwph: cArwph. 
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servants heaped by them bread in baskets, and youths 
filled the bowls brim full of drink; and they put 
forth their hands to the good cheer lying ready 
before them. Now after the wooers had put from 
them the desire of food and drink, their hearts 
turned to other things, to song and to dance; for 
these things are the crown of a feast. And a herald 
put the beautiful lyre in the hands of Phemius, who 
sang perforce among the wooers; and he struck the 
chords in prelude! to his sweet lay. 

But Telemachus spoke to flashing-eyed Athene, 
holding his head close, that the others might not 
hear: “ Dear stranger, wilt thou be wroth with me 
for the word that I shall say? These men care for 
things like these, the lyre and song, full easily, seeing 
that without atonement they devour the livelihood 
of another, of a man whose white bones, it may be, 
rot in the rain as they lie upon the mainland, or the 
wave rolls them in the sea. Were they to see him 
returned to Ithaca, they would all pray to be swifter 
of foot, rather than richer in gold and in raiment. 
But now he has thus perished by an evil doom, nor 
for us is there any comfort, no, not though any one 
of men upon the earth should say that he will come ; 
gone is the day of his returning. But come, tell me 
this, and declare it truly. Who art thou among 
men, and from whence? Where is thy city and 
where thy parents? On what manner of ship didst 
thou come, and how did sailors bring thee to Ithaca? 
Who did they declare themselves to be? For nowise, 
methinks, didst thou come hither on foot. And tell 
me this also truly, that I may know full well, whether 
this is thy first coming hither, or whether thou art 


1 Or dveBaddAeto may be used of the voice: ‘‘so he struck 
the chords, and lifted up his voice in sweet song.” 
5) 
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indeed a friend of my father’s house. For many 
were the men who came to our house as strangers, 
since he, too, had gone to and fro! among men.” 
Then the goddess, flashing-eyed Athene, answered 
him: “ Therefore of a truth will I frankly tell thee 
all. I declare that I am Mentes, the son of wise 
Anchialus, and I am lord over the oar-loving Taphians. 
And now have I put in here, as thou seest, with ship 
and crew, while sailing over the wine-dark sea to men 
of strange speech, on my way to Temese for copper; 
and I bear with me shining iron. My ship lies yonder 
beside the fields away from the city, in the harbour 
of Rheithron, under woody Neion. Friends of one 
another do we declare ourselves to be, even as our 
fathers were, friends from of old. Nay, if thou wilt, 
go and ask the old warrior Laertes, who, they say, 
comes no more to the city, but afar in the fields suffers 
woes attended by an aged woman as his handmaid, 
who sets before him food and drink, after weariness 
has laid hold of his limbs, as he creeps along the 
slope of his vineyard plot. And now am I come, 
for of a truth men said that he, thy father, was 
among his people; but lo, the gods are thwarting 
him of his return. For not yet has goodly Odysseus 
perished on the earth, but still, I ween, he lives and 
is held back on the broad sea in a sea-girt isle, and 
cruel men keep him, a savage folk, that constrain 
him, haply sore against his will. Nay, I will now 
prophesy to thee, as the immortals put it in my heart, 
and as I think it shall be brought to pass, though I 
am in no wise a soothsayer, nor one versed in the 


1Or énxlatpopos may mean, as the scholiast took it, 
ériotpophy Kal éemiméAciav motovmevos TaY avOpdmwv, ‘‘one that 
shewed care and attention to men.” Yct see xvii. 486. 


17 
VOL. 1. B 


HOMER 


od tou &re Snpov ye Pidns aro TaTpldos ains 
€xoeTat, ovd El mép TE ovdijpea déopaT’ exnow 
ppdoceras @s KE VE nT at, emrel ToNUHAXAVOS €oTL. 
ann aye pou TOOE ELTE KAL aTpeKeas Kkatanetov, 


el én ef avtTolo TOGOS mas els ‘Odvatjos. 
aivas pey wehadayy Te Kal Gupata Kara EoLKas 


KELVO, ETTEL Baya totov éuroyope?” arXXrAnrOLOLY, 

/ \ e) r / > sf S ” v 
mptv ye Tow és Tpoiny avaBypevar, evba wep adrot 
"Apyelwv of apirtor EBay Koihys evi vnvoiv: 


> oY BND eS fae ke) rn S/N ” MASS eI eae ” 
éx Tov 8 ovT "Odvotja éywv idov ovT Ew Exetvos. 


Tiv 8 abd Tyréuayos TeTvupévos avtiov nvda* 

r lal ? 

“Tovyap éy@ ToL, Eeive, wad’ ATpEKEews ayopEevow. 
/ nr , 
pijtnp pev TE we Hyoe TOV Eupeval, avTap eyw YE 
ovK 01d" Ov yap TH TIS EOV YyovoY AUTOS avEyVa. 
¢ \ > , ae OW, / / 7 ” eX 
as 8n eyo y Obedov paKkapos vu TeV Eupevat VLOS 
avépos, dv KTedTEToW Cols Ere yhpas ETETHE. 
vov & 65 amotpotatos yéveto OvnTa@v avOpwrewr, 
lal a nr 3 
rod pw &x hace yevér Oat, eel oU pe TOUT Epecivels.” 
‘) an 
Tov 8 adte mpocéerte Sed, yAavearis ’AOnvn’ 
“Od pév Tor yeveny ye Geot vovupvov oTiccw 

an a Ty 
Ojcay, rel o€ ye Totov éyelvato IInvedorera. 
> 25, Ul > \ \ ’ f / 

GNN’ dye pot TOSE Eire KAL ATpEKEWS KaTAaEEOD: 

/ , / \a@ vod , / , 
ris Sais, Tis 5é Gyros 60° EwAeTO; TimTE SE TE X PEW; 
elkarrivy 8 yapos; émel ovK Epavos TUde YY EoTiV: 
er / € la ¢€ / , 

Os Té wor UBpitovtes UTEppradws Soxéovat 
rn , 
Saivvabat Kata dpa. vemegonoarto Kev aVvnp 
aloyea TOAN Opowry, OF TLS TLVUTOS NS perendor.” 
Tiv & ad Tyrépaxos memvupévos avtiov nuda: 


18 


205 


210 


215 


220 


225 


230 


THE ODYSSEY, I. 203-230 


signs of birds. Not much longer shall he be absent 
from his dear native land, no, not though bonds of 
iron hold him. He will contrive a way to return, 
for he is a man of many devices. But come, tell me 
this and declare it truly, whether indeed, tall as 
thou art, thou art the son of Odysseus himself. 
Wondrously like his are thy head and_ beautiful 
eyes; for full often did we consort with one an- 
other before he embarked for the land of Troy, 
whither others, too, the bravest of the Argives, went 
in their hollow ships. But since that day neither 
have I seen Odysseus, nor he me.” 

Then wise Telemachus answered her: “ Therefore 
of a truth, stranger, will I frankly tell thee all. My 
mother says that I am his child; but I know not, 
for never yet did any man of himself know his own 
parentage. Ah, would that I had been the son of 
some blest man, whom old age overtook among his 
own possessions. But now of him who was the most 
ill-fated of mortal men they say that I am sprung, 
since thou askest me of this.” 

Then the goddess, flashing-eyed Athene, answered 
him: “Surely, then, no nameless lineage have the 
gods appointed for thee in time to come, seeing that 
Penelope bore thee such as thou art. But come, 
tell me this and declare it truly. What feast, what 
throng is this? What need hast thou of it? Is it 
a drinking bout, or a wedding feast? For this plainly 
is no meal to which each brings his portion, with 
such outrage and overweening do they seem to me 
to be feasting in thy halls. Angered would a man 
be at seeing all these shameful acts, any man of 
sense who should come among them.” 

Then wise Telemachus answered her: ‘Stranger, 
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THE ODYSSEY, I. 231-256 


since indeed thou dost ask and question me of this, 
our house once bade fair to be rich and honourable, 
so long as that man was still among his people. But 
now the gods have willed otherwise in their evil 
devising, seeing that they have caused him to pass 
from sight as they have no other man. For I should 
not so grieve for his death, if he had been slain ° 
among his comrades in the land of the Trojans, or 
had died in the arms of his friends, when he had 
wound up the skein of war. Then would the whole 
host of the Achaeans have made him a tomb, and 
for his son, too, he would have won great glory in 
days to come. But as it is, the spirits of the storm! 
have swept him away and left no tidings: he is gone 
out of sight, out of hearing, and for me he has. left 
anguish arid weeping; nor do I in any wise mourn 
anal wail for him alone, seeing that the gods have 
brought upon me other sore troubles. her all the 
princes who hold sway over the islands—Dulichium 
and Same and wooded Zacynthus—and those who 
lord it over rocky Ithaca, all these woo my mother 
and lay waste my house. And she neither refuses 
the hateful marriage, nor is she able to make an 
end; but they with feasting consume my substance: 
ere long they will bring me, too, to ruin.” 

Then, stirred to anger, Pallas Athene spoke to him: 
“Out on it! Thou hast of a truth sore need of 
Odysseus that is gone, that he might put forth his 
hands upon the shameless wooers. Would that he 
might come now and take his stand at the outer gate 
of the house, with helmet and shield and two spears, 





1 The dpruiat, or ‘‘snatchers,” are in Homer personified 
storm-winds ; see xiv. 371; xx. 61-82; and Iliad, vi. 346. 
They have nothing in common with Virgil’s Harpies (Aen. iii. 
211 ff.) 
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GNX’ 7) ToL pev TavtTa Oeov év  youvact KetTal, 

i) Kev vooTiaas aroticerat, He kal Ovi, 

olow evi peyapoure ae o€ ppalecbar avoya, 
onmeos Ke pynoTipas ET OT EAL €k perydpoLo. 

el O aye vov Evviet cal éudv éuTraleo pvOwv" 
avpLiov els ayopny Karéoas Hpwas ’Ayatovs 
poor Tép pace Tao, Peo & eri waptupos éotwv. 
penoripas ev évl opétepa oxidvacbat avwy6, 
unTépa on el of Gupos epopparac yapéer Oat, 
ary iro és péryapov TAT pos péeya. duvapéevoto* 

ot dé yauov TevEovor Kal aptuvéovaw eedva 


TOANA Man’, daca Coxe Hidrns ert trardos Erec Oat.) 


col o avT@ TUKWOS vrobjcopat, al ke mlOnat 
vip dpoas épeTyatw eeiKxoow, 4} TUS apiorn, 
EpXEO TEVTOLEVOS TAT POS ony olXopevoLo, 

hy Tis Tot eltnat BpoTav, 7) docay axovons 


1 Line 278, rejected by Rhianus, is bracketed by many 
editors ; cf. ii. 197. 





1 The ée5va are regularly gifts brought by a woman’s 
wooers to her parents. In the present passage and in ii. 196 
the context seems rather to suggest the meaning “‘ dowry,” 
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such a man as he was when I first saw him in our 
house drinking and making merry, on his way back 
from Ephyre, from the house of Ilus, son of Mermerus. 
For thither, too, went Odysseus in his swift ship in 
search of a deadly drug, that he might have where- 
with to smear his bronze-tipped arrows; yet Ilus 
gave it not to him, for he stood in awe of the gods 
that are forever; but my father gave it, for he held 
him strangely dear. Would, I say, that in such 
strength Odysseus might come amongst the wooers; 
then should they all find swift destruction and bit- 
terness in their wooing. Yet these things verily lie 
on the knees of the gods, whether he shall return 
and wreak vengeance in his halls, or whether he 
shall not; but for thyself, I bid thee take thought 
how thou mayest thrust forth the wooers from the 
hall. Come now, give ear, and hearken to my words. 
On the morrow call to an assembly the Achaean 
lords, and speak out thy word to all, and let the gods 
be thy witnesses. As for the wooers, bid them scatter, 
each to his own; and for thy mother, if her heart 
bids her marry, let her go back to the hall of her 
mighty father, and there they will prepare a wedding 
feast, and make ready the gifts! full many—aye, all 
that should follow after a well-loved daughter. And 
to thyself will I give wise counsel, if thou wilt 
hearken. Man with twenty rowers the best ship 
thou hast, and go to seek tidings of thy father, that 
has long been gone, if haply any mortal may tell 


but we must still think of the gifts as brought by the wooera, 
even though they were subsequently given to the bride by 
her parents. Owing to this difficulty many scholars reject 
line 278 (and ii. 197), und take of 5€ of the wooers, not of the 
kinsfolk of Penelope. 
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dpaler Par On €merTa Kara ppeva Kal kata Ouvjov 

OTT MWS KE "YNTTHpas evi peyadpotae TEOLoL 

KTetvyS ne Sorw 7 dup adov" oveé Ti oe xP” 
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1) OUK aie olov K>.€0S EAN APE dios "Opéctns 
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avrap eyov er it vija Bony KATENEVTOMAL 760 

70° érdpous, ol Tov pe Han’ aaxarowst pévovTeEs® 

colo adT@ MeNETM, Kal Ewov eum ateo pvOwy.” 
Thy 8 av Tn r€uaxos TETVULEVOS avttov nuvsa: 

LEICO Tee) TOU ev TAUTA pira ppovéwy aryopevers, 

@sS TE TATIp ¢ o Taos, Kal ov ToTE Mjcopat avTov. 

GX’ crye viv erripecvor, ETTELYOMLEVOS Té€p 06010, 

Oppa Noeooapevos TE TETAPTOMEVOS TE Pirov KNp, 

dapov éxav eri via Kins, xaipov évi Pup, 


1 xeidev 5& Sraprynvde x.7.A.: Keidev 3 és Kpnrnv te map’ 


"ISouevja tvaxra, ‘Cand thence to Crete to the lord Ido- 
meneus,” Zenodotus. 
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thee, or thou mayest hear a voice from Zeus, which 
oftenest brings tidings to men. First go to Pylos 
and question goodly Nestor, and from thence to 
Sparta to fair-haired Menelaus; for he was the last 
to reach home of the brazen-coated Achaeans. If 
so be thou shalt hear that thy father is alive and 
coming home, then verily, though thou art sore af- 
flicted, thou couldst endure for yet a year. But if 
thou shalt hear that he is dead and gone, then return 
to thy dear native land and heap up a mound for 
him, and over it pay funeral rites, full many as is 
due, and give thy mother to a husband. Then when 
thou hast done all this and brought it to an end, 
thereafter take thought in mind and heart how thou 
mayest slay the wooers in thy halls whether by guile 
or openly ; for it beseems thee not to practise childish 
ways, since thou art no longer of such an age. Or 
hast thou not heard what fame the goodly Orestes 
won among all mankind when he slew his father’s 
murderer, the guileful Aegisthus, for that he slew 
his glorious father? Thou too, my friend, for I see 
that thou art comely and tall, be thou valiant, that 
many an one of men yet to be born may praise thee. 
But now I will go down to my swift ship and my 
comrades, who, methinks, are chafing much at waiting 
forme. For thyself, give heed and have regard to 
my words.” 

Then wise Telemachus answered her: “Stranger, 
in truth thou speakest these things with kindly 
thought, as a father to his son, and never will u 
forget them. But come now, tarry, eager though 
thou art to be gone, in order that when thou hast 
bathed and satisfied thy heart to the full, thou mayest 
vo to thy ship glad in spirit, and bearing a gift costly 
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1 aydraa is probably « neut. pl. with the force of an 
adverb, and mesns simply “‘ upward.” Aristarchus took it 
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and very beautiful, which shall be to thee an heir- 
loom from me, even such a gift as dear friends give 
to friends.” 

Then the goddess, flashing-eyed Athene, answered 
him: “Stay me now no longer, when I am eager to 
be gone, and whatsoever gift thy heart bids thee 
give me, give it when I come back, to bear to my 
home, choosing a right beautiful one; it shall bring 
thee its worth in return.” 

So spoke the goddess, flashing-eyed Athene, and 
departed, flying upward! as a bird; and in his heart 
she put strength and courage, and made him think 
of his father even more than aforetime. And in his 
mind he marked her and marvelled, for he deemed 
that she was a god; and straightway he went among 
the wooers, a godlike man. 

For them the famous minstrel was singing, and 
they sat in silence listening; and he sang of the 
return of the Achaeans—the woeful return from 
Troy which Pallas Athene laid upon them. And 
from her upper chamber the daughter of Icarius, 
wise Penelope, heard his wondrous song, and she 
went down the high stairway from her chamber, not 
alone, for two handmaids attended her. Now when 
the fair lady had come to the wooers, she stood by 
the doorpost of the well-built hall, holding before 
her face her shining veil; and a faithful handmaid 
stood on either side of her, Then she burst into 
tears, and spoke to the divine minstrel: 

«“Phemius, many other things thou knowest to 
charm mortals, deeds of men and gods which min- 


to be the name of a bird. Others give it the meaning 
“invisibly,” and still others render ‘‘ through the openings 
(rat) in the roof.” 
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1 Line 344 was rejected by Aristarchus ; ¢f. iv. 726, 816, 


xv. 80. 
2 Lines 356-9, rejected by Aristarchus, are bracketed by 


many editors. 
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strels make famous. Sing them one of these, as 
thou sittest here, and let them drink their wine in 
silence. But cease from this woeful song which ever 
harrows the heart in my breast, for upon me above 
all women has come a sorrow not to be forgotten. 
So dear a head do I ever remember with longing, 
even my husband, whose fame is wide through Hellas 
and mid-Argos.” ! 

Then wise Telemachus answered her: “My mother, 
why dost thou begrudge the good minstrel to give 
pleasure in whatever way his heart is moved? It is 
not minstrels that are to blame, but Zeus, I ween, 
is to blame, who gives to men that live by toil,” to 
each one as he will. With this man no one can be 
wroth if he sings of the evil doom of the Danaans; 
for men praise that song the most which comes the 
newest to their ears. For thyself, let thy heart and 
soul endure to listen; for not Odysseus alone lost in 
Troy the day of his return, but many others likewise 
perished. Nay, go to thy chamber, and busy thyself 
with thine own tasks, the loom and the distaff, and 
bid thy handmaids ply their tasks; but speech shall 
be for men, for all, but most of all for me; since 
mine is the authority in the house.” 

She then, seized with wonder, went back to her 
chamber, for she laid to heart the wise saying of her 
son. Up to her upper chamber she went with her 
handmaids, and then bewailed Odysseus, her dear 
husband, until flashing-eyed Athene cast sweet sleep 
upon her eyelids. 


1 The phrase probably means no more than ‘‘ throughout 
the length and breadth of Greece.” 

2 Others render ‘that live by bread,” and still others 
‘‘ gain-getting.” 
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But the wooers broke into uproar throughout the 
shadowy halls, and all prayed, each that he might lie 
by her side. And among them wise Telemachus was 
the first to speak : 

“ Wooers of my mother, overweening in your in- 
solence, for the present let us make merry with 
feasting, but let there be no brawling; for this is a 
goodly thing, to listen to a minstrel such as this man 
is, like to the gods in voice.’ But in the morning let 
us go to the assembly and take our seats, one and all, 
that I may declare my word to you outright that you 
depart from these halls. Prepare you other feasts, 
eating your own substance and changing from house 
to house. But if this seems in your eyes to be a 
better and more profitable thing, that one man’s live- 
lihood should be ruined without atonement, waste ye 
it. But I will call upon the gods that are forever, 
if haply Zeus may grant that deeds of requital may 
be wrought. Without atonement, then, should ye 
perish within my halls.” 

So he spoke, and they all bit their lips and mar- 
velled at Telemachus, for that he spoke boldly. 

Then Antinous, son of Eupeithes, answered him: 
«“ Telemachus, verily the gods themselves are teaching 
thee to be a man of vaunting tongue, and to speak 
with boldness. May the son of Cronos never make 
thee king in sea-girt Ithaca, which thing is by birth 
thy heritage.” 

Then wise Telemachus answered him: “ Antinous, 
wilt thou be wroth with me for the word that I shall 
say? Even this should I be glad to accept from the 
hand of Zeus. Thinkest thou indeed that this is the 
worst fate among men? Nay, it is no bad thing to 
be aking. Straightway one’s house grows rich and 
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oneself is held in greater honour. However, there 
are other kings of the Achaeans full many in sea- 
girt Ithaca, both young and old. One of these haply 
may have this place, since goodly Odysseus is dead. 
But I will be lord of our own house and of the slaves 
that goodly Odysseus won for me.” 

Then Eurymachus, son of Polybus, answered him : 
“ Telemachus, this matter verily lies on the knees of 
the gods, who of the Achaeans shall be king in sea- 
girt Ithaca; but as for thy possessions, thou mayest 
keep them thyself, and be lord in thine own house. 
Never may that man come who by violence and 
against thy will shall wrest thy possessions from 
thee, while men yet live in Ithaca. But I am fain, 
good sir, to ask thee of the stranger, whence this 
man comes. Of what land does he declare himself 
to be? Where are his kinsmen and his native 
fields? Does he bring some tidings of thy father’s 
coming, or came he hither in furtherance of some 
matter of his own? How he started up, and was 
straightway gone! Nor did he wait to be known; 
and yet he seemed no base man to look upon.” 

Then wise Telemachus answered him: “Eury- 
machus, surely my father’s home-coming is lost and 
gone. No longer do I put trust in tidings, whence- 
soever they may come, nor reck I of any prophecy 
which my mother haply may learn of a seer, when 
she has called him to the hall. But this stranger is 
a friend of my father’s house from Taphos. He 
declares that he is Mentes, son of wise Anchialus, 
and he is lord over the oar-loving Taphians.”’ 

So spoke Telemachus, but in his heart he knew 
the immortal goddess. 

Now the wooers turned to the dance and to glad- 
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some song, and made them merry, and waited till 
evening should come; and as they made merry dark 
evening came upon them. Then they went, each 
man to his house, to take their rest. But Telemachus, 
where his chamber was built in the beautiful court, 
high, in a place of wide outlook, thither went to his 
bed, pondering many things in mind; and with him, 
bearing blazing torches, went true-hearted Eurycleia, 
daughter of Ops, son of Peisenor. Her long ago 
Laertes had bought with his wealth, when she was 
in her first youth, and gave for her the price of 
twenty oxen; and he honoured her even as he 
honoured his faithful wife in his halls, but he never 
lay with her in love, for he shunned the wrath of 
his wife. She it was who bore for Telemachus the 
blazing torches; for she of all the handmaids loved 
him most, and had nursed him when he was a child. 
He opened the doors of the well-built chamber, sat 
down on the bed, and took off his soft tunic and laid 
it in the wise old woman’s hands. And she folded 
and smoothed the tunic and hung it on a peg beside 
the corded! bedstead, and then went forth from the 
chamber, drawing the door to by its silver handle, 
and driving the bolt home with the thong. So there, 
the night through, wrapped in a fleece of wool, he 
pondered in his mind upon the journey which Athene 
had shewn him. 


1 Possibly ‘‘ mortised” ; yet see xxiii. 201. 
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Soon as early Dawn appeared, the rosy-fingered, 
up from his bed arose the dear son of Odysseus and 
put on his clothing. About his shoulder he slung 
his sharp sword, and beneath his shining feet bound 
his fair sandals, and went forth from his chamber 
like a god to look upon. Straightway he bade the 
clear-voiced heralds to summon to the assembly the 
long-haired Achaeans. And the heralds made the 
summons, and the Achaeans assembled full quickly. 
Now when they were assembled and met together, 
Telemachus went his way to the place of assembly, 
holding in his hand a spear of bronze—not alone, 
for along with him two swift hounds followed; and 
wondrous was the grace that Athene shed upon him, 
and all the people marvelled at him as he came. But 
he sat down in his father’s seat, and the elders gave 
place. 

Then among them the lord Aegyptius was the 
first to speak, a man bowed with age and wise with 
wisdom untold. Now he spoke, because his dear son 
had gone in the hollow ships to Ilius, famed for its 
horses,-in the company of godlike Odysseus, even 
the warrior Antiphus. But him the savage Cyclops 
had slain in his hollow cave, and made of him his 
latest meal. Three others there were; one, Eury- 
nomus, consorted with the wooers, and two ever kept 
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their father’s farm. Yet, even so, he could not forget 
that other, mourning and sorrowing; and weeping 
for him he addressed the assembly, and spoke among 
them: 

«« Hearken now to me, men of Ithaca, to the word 
that I shall say. Never have we held assembly or 
session since the day when goodly Odysseus departed 
in the hollow ships. And now who has called us 
together? On whom has such need come either of 
the young men or of those who are older? Has he 
heard some tidings of the army’s return,! which he 
might tell us plainly, seeing that he has first learned 
of it himself? Or is there some other public matter 
on which he is to speak and address us? A good 
man he seems in my eyes, a blessed man. May Zeus 
fulfil unto him himself some good, even whatsoever 
he desires in his heart.” 

So he spoke, and the dear son of Odysseus re- 
joiced at the word of omen; nor did he thereafter 
remain seated, but was fain to speak. So he took 
his stand in the midst of the assembly, and the staff 
was placed in his hands by the herald Peisenor, wise 
in counsel. Then he spoke, addressing first the old 
man: 

“ Old man, not far off, as thou shalt soon learn thy- 
self, is that man who has called the host together— 
even I; for on me above all others has sorrow come. 
I have neither heard any tidings of the army’s re- 
turn, which I might tell you plainly, seeing that I 
had first learned of it myself, nor is there any other 
public matter on which I am to speak and address 
you. Nay, it is mine own need, for that evil has 
fallen upon my house in two-fold wise. First, I have 
lost my noble sire who was once king among you 

1 Or, possibly, ‘‘ regarding an invading host.” 
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here, and was gentle as a father; and now there is 
come an evil yet greater far, which will presently 
altogether destroy my house and ruin all my liveli- 
hood. My mother have wooers beset against her will, 
the sons of those men who are here the noblest. 
They shrink from going to the house of her father, 
Icarius, that he may himself exact the bride-gifts for 
his daughter, and give her to whom he will, even 
to him who meets his favour, but thronging our 
house day after day they slay our oxen and sheep 
and fat goats, and keep revel, and drink the flaming 
wine recklessly ; and havoc is made of all this wealth. 
For there is no man here, such as Odysseus was, to 
ward off ruin from the house. As for me, I am no wise 
such as he to ward it off. Nay verily, even if I try I 
shall be found a weakling and one knowing naught of 
valour. Yet truly I would defend myself, if I had 
but the power; for now deeds past all enduring have 
been wrought, and past all that is seemly has my 
house been destroyed. ‘Take shame upon yourselves, 
and have regard to your neighbours who dwell round 
about, and fear the wrath of the gods, lest haply 
they turn against you in anger at your evil deeds.' I 
pray you by Olympian Zeus, and by Themis who 
looses and gathers the assemblies of men, forbear, 
my friends,? and leave me alone to pine in bitter 
grief—unless indeed my father, goodly Odysseus, 
despitefully wrought the well-greaved Achaeans woe, 
in requital whereof ye work me woe despitefully by 
urging these men on. For me it were better that 

1 Or, possibly, ‘‘ Lest in wrath they bring your evil deeds 
upon your own heads.” Against this, however, are xiv. 284 
and xxiii. 64. ° 

2 These words are addressed apparently to the whole body 
of the men of Ithaca, not to the wooers alone. 
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‘ The verb would more naturally be rendered ‘ will soon 
come”; but this would be in glaring contradiction to 107. 
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ye should yourselves eat up my treasures and my 
flocks. If ye were to devour them, recompense 
would haply be made some day; for just so long 
should we go up and down the city, pressing our 
suit and asking back our goods, until all was given 
back. But now past cure are the woes ye put upon 
my heart.” 

Thus he spoke in wrath, and dashed the staff down 
upon the ground, bursting into tears; and pity fell 
upon all the people. Then all the others kept silent, 
and no man had the heart to answer Telemachus 
with angry words. Antinous alone answered him, 
and said: 

‘“‘Telemachus, thou braggart, unrestrained in daring, 
what a thing hast thou said, putting us to shame, and 
wouldest fain fasten reproach upon us! Nay, I tell 
thee, it is not the Achaean wooers who are anywise 
at fault, but thine own mother, for she is crafty above 
all women. For it is now the third year and the 
fourth will soon pass,! since she has been deceiving 
the hearts of the Achaeans in their breasts. To 
all she offers hopes, and has promises for each man, 
sending them messages, but her mind is set on other 
things. And she devised in her heart this guileful 
thing also: she set up in her halls a great web, and 
fell to weaving—fine of thread was the web and very 
wide; and straightway she spoke among us: 

«<« Young men, my wooers, since goodly Odysseus 
is dead, be patient, though eager for my marriage, 
until I finish this robe—I would not that my spinning 
should come to naught—a shroud for the lord Laertes, 
against the time when the fell fate of grievous? death 
shall strike him down; lest any of the Achaean 


2 Others render ‘‘ that lays men at their length.” 
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women in the land should be wroth with me, if he, 
who had won great possessions, were to lie without a 
shroud.’ 

«So she spoke, and our proud hearts consented. 
Then day by day she would weave at the great 
web, but by night would unravel it, when she 
had let place torches by her. Thus for three 
years she by her craft kept the Achaeans from 
knowing, and beguiled them; but when the fourth 
year came as the seasons rolled on, even then one 
of her women who knew all told us, and we 
caught her unravelling the splendid web. So she 
finished it against her will, perforce. Therefore to 
thee the wooers make answer thus, that thou mayest 
thyself know it in thine heart, and that all the 
Achaeans may know. Send away thy mother, and 
command her to wed whomsoever her father bids, 
and whoso is pleasing to her. But if she shall con- 
tinue long time to vex the sons of the Achaeans, 
mindful in her heart of this, that Athene has en- 
dowed her above other women with knowledge of 
fair handiwork and an understanding heart, and wiles, 
such as we have never yet heard that any even of 
tlft women of old knew, of those who long ago were 
fair-tressed Achaean women—Tyro and Alemene and 
Mycene of the fair crown—of whom not one was 
like Penelope in shrewd device; yet this at least 
she devised not aright. For so long shall men 
devour thy livelihood and thy possessions, even as 
long as she shall keep the counsel which the gods 
now put in her heart. Great fame she brings on 
herself, but on thee regret for thy much substance. 
For us, we will go neither to our lands nor else- 
whither, until she marries that one of the Achaeans 
whom she will.” 
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Then wise Telemachus answered him, and said: 
“ Antinous, in no wise may I thrust forth from the 
house against her will her that bore me and reared 
me; and, as for my father, he is in some other land, 
whether he be alive or dead. An evil thing it were 
for me to pay back a great price to Icarius, as I must, 
if of my own will I send my mother away. For from 
her father’s hand shall I suffer evil, and heaven will 
send other ills besides, for my mother as she leaves 
the house will invoke the dread Avengers; and I 
shall have blame, too, from men. Therefore will I 
never speak this word. And for you, if your own 
heart is wroth hereat, get you forth from my halls 
and prepare you other feasts, eating your own sub- 
stance and changing from house to house. But if 
this seems in your eyes to be a better and more 
profitable thing, that one man’s livelihood should be 
ruined without atonement, waste ye it. But I will 
call upon the gods that are forever, if haply Zeus 
may grant that deeds of requital may be wrought. 
Without atonement then should ye perish within my 
halls.”’ 

So spoke Telemachus, and in answer Zeus, whose 
voice is borne afar,! sent forth two eagles, flying from 
on high, from a mountain peak. For a time they 
flew swift as the blasts of the wind side by side with 
wings outspread ; but when they reached the middle 
of the many-voiced assembly, then they wheeled 
about, flapping their wings rapidly, and down on the 
heads of all they looked, and death was in their 
glare. Then they tore with their talons one another's 
cheeks and necks on either side, and darted away to 
the right across the houses and the city of the men. 


1 The adjective is sometimes rendered “ far-seeing.” 
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But they were seized with wonder at the birds when 
their eyes beheld them, and pondered in their hearts 
on what was to come to pass. Then among them 
spoke the old lord Halitherses, son of Mastor, for he 
surpassed all men of his day in knowledge of birds and 
in uttering words of fate. He with good intent 
addressed their assembly, and spoke among them: 

“‘ Hearken now to me, men of Ithaca, to ‘the word 
that I shall say; and to the wooers especially do I 
declare and announce these things, since on them a 
great woe is rolling. For Odysseus shall not long be 
away from his friends, but even now, methinks, ie is 
near, and is sowing death and fate for these men, 
one and all. Aye, and to many others of us Ae 
who dwell in clear-seen Ithaca will he be a bane. 
But long ere that let us take thought how we may 
make an end of this—or rather let them of them- 
selves make an end, for this is straightway the better 
course for them. Not as one utricd do I prophesy, 
but with sure knowledge. For unto Odysseus I 
declare that all things are fulfilled even as I told 
him, when the Argives embarked for Ilios and with 
them went Odysseus of many wiles. I declared that 
after suffering many ills and losing all his comrades 
he would come home in the twentieth year unknown 
to all; and lo, all this is now being brought to 
pass.” 

Then Eurymachus, son of Polybus, answered him, 
and said: “ Old man, up now, get thee home and 
prophesy to thy children, lest haply in days to come 
they suffer ill. In this matter I am better far than 
thou to prophesy. Many birds there are that fare 
to and fro under the rays of the sun, and not all are 
fateful. As for Odysseus, he has perished far away, 
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as I would that thou hadst likewise perished with 
him. Then wouldst thou not prate so much in thy 
reading of signs, or be urging Telemachus on in his 
wrath, hoping for some gift for thy house, if haply 
he shall give it. But I will speak out to thee, and 
this word shall verily be brought to pass. If thou, 
wise in the wisdom of old, shalt beguile with thy talk 
a younger man, and set him on to be wroth, for him 
in the first place it shall be the more grievous, and he 
will in no case be able to do aught because of these 
men here, and on thee, old man, will we lay a fine 
which it will grieve thy soul to pay, and bitter shall 
be thy sorrow. And to Telemachus I myself, here 
among all, will offer this counsel. His mother let 
him bid to go back to the house of her father, and 
they will prepare a wedding feast and make ready 
the gifts full many,—aye, all that should follow 
after a well-loved daughter. For ere that, methinks, 
the sons of the Achaeans will not cease from their 
grievous wooing, since in any case we fear no man,— 
no, not Telemachus for all his many words,—nor do 
we reck of any soothsaying which thou, old man, 
mayest declare; it will fail of fulfilment, and thou 
shalt be hated the more. Aye, and his possessions 
shall be devoured in evil wise, nor shall requital 
ever be made, so long as she shall put off the 
Achaeans in the matter of her marriage. And we 
on our part waiting here day after day are rivals by 
reason of her excellence, and go not after other 
women, whom each one might fitly wed.” 

Then wise Telemachus answered him: “ Eury- 
machus and all ye other lordly wooers, in this matter 
I entreat you no longer nor speak thereof, for now 
the gods know it, and all the Achaeans. But come, 
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give me a swift ship and twenty comrades who will 
accomplish, my journey for me to and fro. For I 
shall go to Sparta and to sandy Pylos to seek tidings 
of the return of my father that has long been gone, 
if haply any mortal man may tell me, or I may hear 
a voice from Zeus, which oftenest brings tidings to 
men. If so be I shall hear that my father is alive 
and coming home, then verily, though I am sore 
afHicted, I could endure for yet a year. But if I 
shall hear that he is dead and gone, then I will 
return to my dear native land and heap up a mound 
for him, and over it pay funeral rites, full many, as 
is due, and give my mother to a husband.” 

So saying he sat down, and among them rose 
Mentor, who was a comrade of noble Odysseus. ‘To 
him, on departing with his ships, Odysseus had 
given all his house in charge, that it should obey 
the old man and that he should keep all things safe. 
He with good intent addressed their assembly, and 
spoke among them: 

“ Hearken now to me, men of Ithaca, to the word 
that I shall say. Never henceforth let sceptred 
king with a ready heart be kind and gentle, nor let 
him heed righteousness in his heart, but let him 
ever be harsh and work unrighteousness, seeing that 
no one remembers divine Odysseus of the people 
whose lord he was; yet gentle was he as a father. 
But of a truth I begrudge not the proud wooers that 
they work deeds of violence in the evil contrivings 
of their minds, for it is at the hazard of their own 
lives that they violently devour the house of Odys- 
seus, who, they say, will no more return. Nay, 
rather it is with the rest of the folk that I am wroth, 
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1 So the word was understood in antiquity. Modern 
scholars connect it with re/pw, and make it mean ‘‘ hard,” 
‘‘insolent.” 

2So the text, as it stands, must be interpreted. The 
scholiast read in 251, ei rAéovés of Ewowro, ‘even though he 
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that ye all sit thus in silence, and utter no word of 
rebuke to make the wooers cease, though ye are 
many and they but few.” 

Then Leocritus, son of Euenor, answered him: 
“ Mentor, thou mischief-maker,! thou wanderer in 
thy wits, what hast thou said, bidding men make us 
cease? Nay, it were a hard thing to fight about 
a feast with men that moreover outnumber you. 
For if Ithacan Odysseus himself were to come and 
be eager at heart to drive out from his hall the 
lordly wooers who are feasting in his house, then 
should his wife have no joy at his coming, though 
sorely she longed for him, but right here would he 
meet a shameful death, if he fought with men that 
outnumbered him.? Thou hast not spoken aright. 
But come now, ye people, scatter, each one of you 
to hisown lands. As for this fellow, Mentor and 
Halitherses will speed his journey, for they are 
friends of his father’s house from of old. But me- 
thinks he will long abide here and get his tidings 
in Ithaca, and never accomplish this journey.” 

So he spoke, and hastily broke up the assembly. 
They then scattered, each one to his own house ; and 
the wooers went to the house of divine Odysseus. 

But Telemachus went apart to the shore of the 
sea, and having washed his hands in the grey sea- 
water, prayed to Athene: ‘‘ Hear me, thou who 
didst come yesterday as a god to our house, and 
didst bid me go in a ship over the misty deep to 
seek tidings of the return of my father, that has 


had the larger following.” If this be adopted, the wAedveoor 
in 245 may be construed with apyadéor, ‘‘ Hard would it be 
for you, though you are more in number than we.” As it is, 
Leocritus speaks defiantly, and denies that Mentor’s party is 
the more numerous. 
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long been gone. Lo, all this the Achaeans hinder, 
but the wooers most of all in their evil insolence.”’ 

So he spoke in prayer, and Athene drew near to 
him in the likeness of Mentor, both in form and in 
voice; and she spoke, and addressed him with winged 
words: 

“Telemachus, neither hereafter shalt thou be a 
base man or a witless, if aught of thy father’s goodly 
spirit has been instilled into thee, such a man was 
he to fulfil both deed and word. So then shall this 
journey of thine be neither vain nor unfulfilled. But 
if thou art not the son of him and of Penelope, then 
I have no hope that thou wilt accomplish thy desire. 
Few sons indeed are like their fathers; most are 
worse, few better than their fathers. But since neither 
hereafter shalt thou be a base man or a witless, nor 
has the wisdom of Odysseus wholly failed thee, there 
is therefore hope that thou wilt accomplish this work. 
Now then let be the will and counsel of the wooers— 
fools, for they are in no wise either prudent or just, 
nor do they know aught of death or black fate, which 
verily is near at hand for them, that they shall all 
perish in a day. But for thyself, the journey on 
which thy heart is set shall not be long delayed, so 
true a friend of thy father’s house am I, who will 
equip for thee a swift ship, and myself go with thee. 
But go thou now to the house and join the company 
of the wooers ; make ready stores, and bestow all in 
vessels—wine in jars, and barley meal, the marrow 
of men, in stout skins;—but I, going through the 
town, will quickly gather comrades that go willingly. 
And ships there are full many in sea-girt Ithaca, 
both new and old; of these will I choose out for 
thee the one that is best, and quickly will we make 
her ready and launch her on the broad deep.”’ ‘ 
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1 The verb dvoud¢ew is most commonly, as here,: followed 
by the name of the person addressed, or by something 
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So spoke Athene, daughter of Zeus, nor did Tele- 
machus tarry long after he had heard the voice of 
_ the goddess, but went his way to the house, his 
heart heavy within him. He found there the proud 
wooers in the halls, flaying goats and singeing swine 
in the court. And Antinous with a laugh came 
straight to Telemachus, and clasped his hand, and 
spoke, and addressed ! him : 

“Telemachus, thou braggart, unrestrained in 
daring, let no more any evil deed or word be in 
thy heart. Nay, I bid thee, eat and drink even as 
before. All these things the Achaeans will surely 
provide for thee—the ship and chosen oarsmen— 
that with speed thou mayest go to sacred Pylos to 
seek for tidings of thy noble father.” 

Then wise Telemachus answered him : “ Antinous, 
in no wise is it possible for me in your overweening 
company to sit at meat quietly and to make merry 
with an easy mind. Is it not enough, ye wooers, 
that in time past ye wasted many goodly possessions 
of mine, while I was stillachild ? But now that I am 
grown, and gain knowledge by hearing the words of 
others, yea and my spirit waxes. within me, I will try 
how I may hurl forth upon you evil fates, either 
going to Pylos or here in this land. For go I will, 
nor shall the journey be in vain whereof I speak, 
though I voyage in another's ship, since I may not 
be master of ship or oarsmen. So, I ween, it seemed 
to you to be more to your profit.” 

He spoke, and snatched his hand from the hand 
of Antinous without more ado, and the wooers were 
busy with the feast throughout the hall. They 
equivalent to it. In a number of passages, however, the 


word is freely used, and it has seemed best to adopt a render- 
ing which suits all, or nearly all, cases. 
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mocked and jeered at him in their talk; and thus 
would one of the proud youths speak : 

« Aye, verily Telemachus is planning our murder. 
He will bring men to aid him from sandy Pylos or 
even from Sparta, so terribly is he set upon it. Or 
he means to go to Ephyre, that rich land, to bring 
from thence deadly drugs, that he may cast them in 
the wine-bowl, and destroy us all.” 

And again another of the proud youths would 
say: “Who knows but he himself as he goes on 
the hollow ship may perish wandering far from his 
friends, even as Odysseus did? So would he cause 
us yet more labour; for we should have to divide 
all his possessions, and his house we should give 
to his mother to possess, and to him who should 
wed her.” 

So they spoke, but Telemachus went down to the 
high-roofed treasure-chamber of his father, a wide 
room where gold and bronze lay piled, and raiment 
in chests, and stores of fragrant oil. There, too, 
stood great jars of wine, old and sweet, holding with- 
in them an unmixed divine drink, and ranged in 
order along the wall, if ever Odysseus should return 
home even after many grievous toils. Shut were 
the double doors, close-fitted ; and there both night 
and day a stewardess abode, who guarded all in 
wisdom of mind, Eurycleia, daughter of Ops, son of 
Peisenor. To her now Telemachus, when he had 
called her to the treasure-chamber, spoke, and 
said : 

«“ Nurse, draw me off wine in jars, sweet wine that 
is the choicest next to that which thou guardest ever 
_ thinking upon that ill-fated one, if haply Zeus-born 
Odysseus may come I know not whence, having 
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escaped from death and the fates. Fill twelve jars 
and fit them all with covers, and pour me_ barley 
meal into well-sewn skins, and let there be twenty 
measures of ground barley meal. But keep know- 
ledge liereof to thyself, and have all these things 
brought together ; for at evening I will fetch them, 
when my mother goes to her upper chamber and 
bethinks her of her rest. For.I am going to Sparta 
and to sandy Pylos to seek tidings of the return of 
my dear father, if haply I may hear any.” 

So he spoke, and the dear nurse, Eurycleia, uttered 
ashrill ery, and weeping spoke to him winged words : 
« Ah, dear child, how has this thought come into 
thy mind? Whither art thou minded to go over 
the wide earth, thou who art an only son and well- 
beloved ? But he hath perished far from his country, 
the Zeus-born Odysseus, in a strange land; and 
‘these men, so soon as thou art gone, will devise evil 
for thee hereafter, that thou mayest perish by guile, 
and themselves divide all these possessions. Nay, 
abide here in charge of what is thine; thou hast no 
need to suffer ills and go a wanderer over the un- 
resting sea,” 

Then wise Telemachus answered her: “ Take 
heart, nurse, for not without a god’s warrant is this 
my plan. But swear to tell naught of.this to my 
dear mother until the eleventh or twelfth day shall 
come, or until she shall herself miss me and hear 
that I am gone, that she may not mar her fair flesh 
with weeping.” 

So he spoke, and the old woman swore a great 
oath by the gods to say naught. But when she had 
sworn and made an end of the oath, straightway she 
drew for him wine in jars, and poured barley meal 
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into well-sewn skins; and Telemachus went to the 
hall and joined the company of the wooers. 

Then the goddess, flashing-eyed Athene, took 
other counsel. In the likeness of Telemachus she 
went everywhere throughout the city, and to each 
of the men she drew near and spoke ler word, 
bidding them gather at even beside the swift ship. 
Furthermore, of Noemon, the glorious son of Phronius, 
she asked a swift ship, and he promised it to her 
with a ready heart. 

Now the sun set and all the ways grew dark. 
Then she drew the swift ship to the sea and put 
in it all the gear that well-benched ships carry. 
And she moored it at the mouth of the harbour, 
and round about it the goodly company was gathered 
together, and the goddess heartened each man. 

Then again the goddess, flashing-eyed Athene, 
took other counsel. She went her way to the house 
of divine Odysseus, and there began to shed sweet 
sleep upon the wooers and made them to wander in 
their drinking, and from their hands she cast the 
cups. But they rose to go to their rest throughout 
the city, and remained no long time seated, for sleep 
was falling upon their eyelids. But to Telemachus 
spoke flashing-eyed Athene, calling him forth before 
the stately hall, having likened therself to Mentor 
both in form and in voice : 

“ Telemachus, already thy well-greaved comrades 
sit at the oar and await thy setting out. Come, let 
us go, that we may not long delay their journey.” 

So saying, Pallas Athene led the way quickly, 
and he followed in the footsteps of the goddess. 
Now when they had come down to the ship and to 
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1 Jt is hard to determine with exactness to what extent 
the original meaning ‘‘ strong ” survives in the uses of iepds. 
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the sea, they found on the shore their long-haired 
comrades, and the strong and mighty! Telemachus 
spoke among them: 

“Come, friends, let us fetch the stores, for all are 
now gathered together in the hall. My mother 
knows naught hereof, nor the handmaids either: 
one only heard my word.” 

Thus saying, he led the way, and they went along 
with him. So they brought and stowed everything 
in the well-benched ship, as the dear son of Odysseus 
bade. Then on board the ship stepped Telemachus, 
and Athene went before him and sat down in the 
stern of the ship, and near her sat Telemachus, 
while the men loosed the stern cables and them- 
selves stepped on board, and sat down upon the 
benches. And flashing-eyed Athene sent them a 
favourable wind, a strong-blowing West wind that 
sang over the wine-dark sea. And Telemachus 
called to his men, and bade them lay hold of the 
tackling, and they hearkened to his call. The mast 
of fir they raised and set in the hollow socket, and 
made it fast with fore-stays, and hauled up the white 
sail with twisted thongs of ox-hide. So the wind 
filled the belly of the sail, and the dark wave sang 
loudly about the stem of the ship as she went, and 
she sped over the wave accomplishing her way. 
Then, when they had made the tackling fast in the 
swift black ship, they set forth bowls brim full of 
wine, and poured libations to the immortal gods 
that are forever, and chiefest of all to the flashing- 
eyed daughter of Zeus. So all night long and through 
the dawn the ship cleft her way. 


It may be that in fep} 1s and iepdy wévos (vii. 167) we should 
see a reference to the sanctity attaching to royal station. 
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ANpD now the sun, leaving the beauteous mere, 
sprang up into the brazen heaven to give light to 
the immortals and to mortal men on the earth, the 
giver of grain; and they came to Pylos, the well- 
built citadel of Neleus. Here the townsfolk on the 
shore of the sea were offering sacrifice of black bulls 
to the dark-haired Earth-shaker. Nine companies 
there were, and five hundred men sat in each, and 
in each they held nine bulls ready for sacrifice. 
Now when they had tasted the inner parts and were 
burning the thigh-pieces to the god, the others put 
straight in to the shore, and hauled up and furled 
the sail of the shapely ship, and moored her, and 
themselves stepped forth. Forth too from the ship 
stepped Telemachus, and Athene led the way. And 
the goddess, fashing-eyed Athene, spake first to 
him, and said: 

“Telemachus, no longer hast thou need to feel 
shame, no, not a whit. For to this end hast thou 
sailed over the sea, that thou mightest seek tidings 
of thy father,—where the earth covered him, and 
what fate he met. But come now, go straightway 
to Nestor, tamer of horses; let us learn what counsel 
he keepeth hid in his breast. And do thou beseech 
him thyself that he may tell thee the very truth. A 
lie will he not utter, for he is wise indeed.” 
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Then wise Telemachus answered her: “ Mentor, 
how shall I go, and how shall I greet him? I am 
as yet all unversed in subtle speech, and moreover a 
young man has shame to question an elder.” 

Then the goddess, flashing-eyed Athene, answered 
him: “ Telemachus, somewhat thou wilt of thyself 
devise in thy breast, and somewhat heaven too will 
prompt thee. For, methinks, not without the 
favour of the gods hast thou been born and reared.” 

So spake Pallas Athene, and led the way quickly ; 
but he followed in the footsteps of the goddess ; and 
they came to the gathering and the companies of 
the men of Pylos. There Nestor sat with his sons, 
and round about his people, making ready the feast, 
were roasting some of the meat and putting other 
pieces on spits. But when they saw the strangers 
they all came thronging about them, and clasped their 
hands in welcome, and bade them sit down. First 
Nestor’s son Peisistratus came near and took both by 
the hand, and made them to sit down at the feast 
on soft fleeces upon the sand of the sea, beside his 
brother Thrasymedes and his father. Thereupon he 
gave them portions of the inner meat and poured 
wine in a golden cup, and, pledging her, he spoke to 
Pallas Athene, daughter of Zeus who bears the aegis: 

« Pray now, stranger, to the lord Poseidon, for his 
is the feast whereon you have chanced in coming 
hither. And when thou hast poured libations and 
hast prayed, as is fitting, then give thy friend also 
the cup of honey-sweet wine that he may pour, 
since he too, I ween, prays to the immortals; for all 
men have need of the gods. Howbeit he is the 
younger, of like age with myself, wherefore to thee 
first will I give the golden cup.” 
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So he spake, and placed in her hand the cup of 
sweet wine. But Pallas Athene rejoiced at. the 
man’s wisdom and judgment, in that to her first 
he gave the golden cup; and straightway she prayed 
earnestly to the lord Poseidon: 

“Hear me, Poseidon, thou Earth-enfolder, and 
grudge not in answer to our prayer to bring these 
deeds to fulfilment. To Nestor, first of all, and to 
his sons vouchsafe renown, and then do thou grant 
to the rest gracious requital for this glorious heca- 
tomb, even to all the men of Pylos; and grant 
furthermore that Telemachus and I may return 
when we have accomplished all that for which we 
came hither with our swift black ship.” 

Thus she prayed, and was herself fulfilling all. 
Then she gave Telemachus the fair two-handled? 
cup, and in like manner the dear son of Odysseus 
prayed. Then when they had roasted the outer 
flesh and drawn it off the spits, they divided the 
portions and feasted a glorious feast. But when 
they had put from them the desire of food and 
drink, the horseman, Nestor of Gerenia,? spoke first 
among them: ° 

“Now verily is it seemlier to ask and enquire of 
the strangers who they are, since now they have 
had their joy of food. Strangers, who are ye? 
Whence do ye sail over the watery ways? Is it on 
some business, or do ye wander at random over the 
sea, even as pirates, who wander hazarding their 
lives and bringing evil to men of other lands?” 

Then wise Telemachus took courage, and made 
answer, for Athene herself put courage in his heart, 


1 Others, ‘“‘ double cup,” t.e. shaped like an hour-glass., 
2 The precise meaning of this epithet is quite unknown. 
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that he might ask about his father that was gone, 
and that good report might be his among men: 

“‘ Nestor, son of Neleus, great glory of the Achaeans, 
thou askest whence we are, and I will surely tell 
thee. We have come from Ithaca that is below 
Neion; but this business whereof I speak is mine 
own, and concerns not the people. I come after 
the wide-spread rumour of my father, if haply I 
may hear of it, even of goodly Odysseus of the 
steadfast heart, who once, men say, fought by thy 
side and sacked the city of the Trojans. For of all 
men else, as many as warred with the Trojans, we 
learn where each man died a woeful death, but of 
him the son of Cronos has made even the death to 
be past learning; for no man can tell surely where 
he hath died,— whether he was overcome by foes on 
the mainland, or on the deep among the waves of 
Amphitrite. Therefore am I now come to thy 
knees, if perchance thou wilt be willing to tell me 
of his woeful death, whether thou sawest it haply 
with thine own eyes, or didst hear from some other 
the story of his wanderings ;! for beyond all men 
did his mother bear him to sorrow. And do thou 
nowise out of ruth or pity for me speak soothing 
words, but tell me truly how thou didst come to 
behold him. I beseech thee, if ever my father, 
noble Odysseus, promised aught to thee of word or 
deed and fulfilled it in the land ofthe Trojans, 
where you Achaeans suffered woes, be mindful of it 
now, I pray thee, and tell me the very truth.” 

Then the horseman, Nestor of Gerenia, answered 
him: “My friend, since thou hast recalled to my 
mind the sorrow which we endured in that land, we 


1 Or, ‘‘from some other wanderer,” 
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sons of the Achaeans, unrestrained in daring,—all 
that we endured on shipboard, as we roamed after 
booty over the misty deep whithersoever Achilles 
led ; and all our fightings around the great city of 
king Priam ;—lo, there ail our best were slain. 
There lies warlike Aias, there Achilles, there 
Patroclus, the peer of the gods in counsel; and 
there my own dear son, strong alike and peerless, 
Antilochus, pre-eminent in speed of foot and as a 
warrior. Aye, and many other ills we suffered 
besides these; who of mortal men could tell them 
all? Nay, if for five years’ space or six years’ space 
thou wert to abide here, and ask of all the woes 
which the goodly Achaeans endured there, thou 
wouldest grow weary ere the end and get thee back 
to thy native land. For nine years’ space were we 
busied plotting their ruin with all manner of wiles; 
and hardly did the son of Cronos bring it to pass. 
There no man ventured to vie with him in counsel, 
since goodly Odysseus far excelled in all manner of 
wiles,—thy father, if indeed thou art his son. 
Amazement holds meas I look on thee, for verily thy 
speech is like his; nor would one think that a younger 
man would speak so like him. Now all the time 
that we were there goodly Odysseus and I never 
spoke at variance either in the assembly or in the 
council, but being of one mind advised the Argives 
with wisdom and shrewd counsel how all might be 
for the best. But when we had sacked the lofty 
city of Priam, and had gone away in our ships, and 
a god had scattered the Achaeans, then, even then, 
Zeus planned in his heart a woeful return for the 
Argives, for in no wise prudent or just were all. 
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Wherefore many of them met an evil fate through 
the fell wrath of the flashing-eyed goddess, the 
daughter of the mighty sire, for she caused strife 
between the two sons of Atreus. Now these two 
called to an assembly all the Achaeans, recklessly 
and in no due order, at set of sun—and they came 
heavy with wine, the sons of the Achaeans,—and 
they spoke their word, and told wherefore they had 
gathered the host together. Then in truth Menelaus 
bade all the Achaeans think of their return over the 
broad back of the sea, but in no wise did he please 
Agamemnon, for he was fain to hold back the host 
and to offer holy hecatombs, that he might appease 
the dread wrath of Athene,—fool! nor knew he 
this, that with her was to be no hearkening ; for the 
mind of the gods that are forever is not quickly 
turned. So these two stood bandying harsh words ; 
but the well-greaved Achaeans sprang up with a 
wondrous din, and two-fold plans found favour with 
them. That night we rested, each side pondering hard 
thoughts against the other, for Zeus was bringing 
upon us an evil doom, but in the morning some of us 
launched our ships upon the bright sea, and put on 
board our goods and the low-girdled women. Half, 
indeed, of the host held back and remained there 
with Agamemnon, son of Atreus, shepherd of the 
host, but half of us embarked and rowed away ; and 
swiftly the ships sailed, for a god made smooth the 
cavernous sea. But when we came. to Tenedos, we 
offered sacrifice to the gods, being eager to reach our 
homes, howbeit Zeus did not yet purpose our return, 
stubborn god, who roused evil strife again a second 
time. Then some turned back their curved ships 
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and departed, even the lord Odysseus, the wise and 
crafty-minded, with his company, once more showing 
favour to Agamemnon, son of Atreus; but I with the 
full company of ships that followed me-fled on, for I 
knew that the god was devising evil. And the war- 
like son of Tydeus fled and urged on his men; and 
late upon our track came fair-haired Menelaus, and 
overtook us in Lesbos, as we were debating the long 
voyage, whether we should sail to sea-ward of rugged 
Chios, toward the isle Psyria, keeping Chios itself} 
on our left, or to land-ward of Chios past windy 
Mimas. So we asked the god to shew us a sign, 
and he shewed it us, and bade us cleave through 
the midst of the sea to Euboea, that we might the 
soonest escape from misery. And a shrill wind 
sprang up to blow, and the ships ran swiftly over 
the teeming ways, and at night put in to Geraestus. 
There on the altar of Poseidon we laid many thighs 
of bulls, thankful to have traversed the great sea. 
It was the fourth day when in Argos the company 
of Diomedes, son of Tydeus, tamer of horses, stayed 
their shapely ships; but I held on toward Pylos, and 
the wind was not once quenched from the time 
when the god first sent-it forth to blow. 

“Thus I came, dear child, without tidings, nor 
know I aught of those others, who of the Achaeans 
were saved, and who were lost. .But what tidings 
I have heard as I abide in our halls thou shalt hear, 
as is right, nor will I hide it from thee. Safely, 
they say, came the Myrmidons that rage with the 
spear, whom the famous son of great-hearted Achilles 
ied ; and safely Philoctttes, the glorious son of Poias. 
All his company, too, difl Idomeneus bring to Crete, 


1 Possibly, ‘‘ keeping the isle (Psyria) on our left.” 
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all who escaped the war, and the sea robbed him of 
none. But of the son of Atreus you have yourselves 
heard, far off though you are, how he came, and 
how Aegisthus devised for him a woeful doom. Yet 
verily he paid the reckoning therefor in terrible 
wise, so good a thing is it that a son be left behind 
aman at his death, since that son took vengeance 
on his father’s slayer, the guileful Aegisthus, for 
that he slew his glorious father. Thou, too, friend, 
for I see thou art a comely man and tall, be thou 
valiant, that many an one among men yet to be born 
may praise thee.” 

Then wise Telemachus answered him: “ Nestor, 
son of Neleus, great glory of the Achaeans, yea 
verily that son took vengeance, and the Achaeans 
shall spread his fame abroad, that men who are yet 
to be may hear thereof. O that the gods would 
clothe me with such strength, that I might take 
vengeance on the wooers for their grievous sin, who 
in wantonness devise mischief against me. But lo, 
the gods have spun for me no such happiness, for 
me or for my father; and now I must in any case 
endure.” 

Then the horseman, Nestor of Gerenia, answered 
him: “ Friend, since thou calledst this to my mind 
and didst speak of it, they say that many wooers for 
the hand of thy mother devise evils in thy halls 
in thy despite. Tell me, art thou willingly thus 
oppressed, or do the people throughout the land 
hate thee, following the voice of a god? Who 
knows but Odysseus may some day come and take 
vengeance on them for their violent deeds,—he 
alone, it may be, or even ail the host of the 
Achaeans? Ah, would that flashing-eyed Athene 
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very uncertain. Save for this passage, duoiios is only used of 
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might choose to love thee even as then she cared 
exceedingly for glorious Odysseus in the land of 
the Trojans, where we Achaeans_ suffered woes. 
For never yet have I seen the gods so manifestly 
shewing love, as Pallas Athene did to him, standing 
manifest by his side. If she would be pleased to 
love thee in such wise and would care for thee at 
heart, then would many an one of them utterly 
forget marriage.” 

Then wise Telemachus answered him: “ Old man, 
in no wise do I deem that this word will be brought 
to pass. Too great is what thou sayest ; amazement 
holds me. No hope have I that this will come to 
pass, no, not though the gods should so will it.” 

Then the goddess, flashing-eyed Athene, spoke 
to him, and said: “Telemachus, what a word has 
escaped the barrier of thy teeth! Easily might a 
god who willed it bring a man safe home, even from 
afar. But for myself, I had rather endure many 
grievous toils ere I reached home and saw the day 
of my returning, than after my return be slain at 
my hearth, as Agamemnon was slain by the guile of 
Aegisthus and of his own wife. But of a truth 
death that is common to all! the gods themselves 
cannot ward from a man they love, when the fell 
fate of grievous death shall strike him down.” 

Then wise Telemachus answered her: “ Mentor, 
no longer let us tell of these things despite our grief. 
For him no return can ever more be brought to 
pass; nay, ere this the immortals have devised for 
him death and black fate. But now I would make 
enquiry and ask Nestor regarding another matter, 


war or strife. Some would read oAotios, ‘‘ baneful, destruc- 
tive.” 
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since beyond all others he knows judgments and 
wisdom ; for thrice, men say, has he been king for a 
generation of men, and like unto an immortal he 
seems to me to look upon. Nestor, son of Neleus, 
do thou tell me truly: how was the son of Atreus, 
wide-ruling Agamemnon, slain? Where was Mene- 
laus? What death did guileful Aegisthus plan for 
the king, since he slew a man mightier far than 
himself? Was Menelaus not in Achaean Argos, 
but wandering elsewhere among men, so_ that 
Aegisthus took heart and did the murderous deed ?”’ 

Then the horseman, Nestor of Gerenia, answered 
him: “ Then verily, my child, will I tell thee all the 
truth. Lo, of thine own self thou dost guess how 
this matter would have fallen out, if the son of 
Atreus, fair-haired Menelaus, on his return from 
Troy had found Aegisthus in his halls alive. Then 
for him not even in death would they have piled 
the up-piled earth, but the dogs and birds would 
have torn him as he lay on the plain far from the 
city, nor would any of the Achaean women have 
bewailed him; for monstrous was the deed he 
devised. We on our part abode there in Troy ful- 
filling our many toils; but he, at ease in a nook of 
horse-pasturing Argos, ever sought to beguile with 
words the wife of Agamemnon. Now at the first 
she put from her the unseemly deed, the beautiful 
Clytemnestra, for she had an understanding heart ; 
and with her was furthermore a minstrel whom the 
son of Atreus straitly charged, when he set forth 
for the land of Troy, to guard his wife. But when 
at length the doom of “the gods bound her that 
she should be overcome, then “verily Aegisthus took 
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the minstrel to a desert isle and left him to be the 
prey and spoil of birds; and her, willing as he was 
willing, he led to his own house. And many thigh- 
pieces he burned upon the holy altars of the gods, 
and many offerings he hung up, woven stuffs and 
gold, since he had accomplished a mighty deed 
beyond all his heart had hoped. 

“Now we were sailing together on our way from 
Troy, the son of Atreus and I, in all friendship; but 
when we came to holy Suan, the cape of Athens, 
there Phoebus Apollo assailed with his gentle! 
shafts and slew the helmsman of Menelaus, as he 
held in his hands the steering-oar of the speeding 
ship, even Phrontis, son of Onetor, who excelled 
the tribes of men in piloting a ship when the storm 
winds blow strong. So Menelaus tarried there, 
though eager for his journey, that he might bury 
his comrade and over him pay funeral rites. But 
when he in his turn, as he passed over the wine- 
dark sea in the hollow ships, reached in swift 
course the steep height of Malea, then verily Zeus, 
_ whose voice is borne afar, planned for him a hateful 
path and poured upon him the blasts of shrill winds, 
and the waves were swollen to huge size, like unto 
mountains. Then, parting his ships in twain, he 
brought some to Crete, where the Cydonians dwelt 
about the streams of Iardanus. Now there is a 
smooth cliff, sheer towards the sea, on the border 
of Gortyn in the misty deep, where the South- 
west Wind drives the great wave against the head- 
land on the left toward Phaestus, and a little rock 
holds back a great wave. Thither came some of 
his ships, and the men with much ado escaped 


1 A gentle, painless death was thought to be due to 
Apollo’s shafts. 
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destruction, howbeit the ships the waves dashed 
to pieces against the reef. But the five other dark- 
prowed ships the wind, as it bore them, and the 
wave brought to Egypt. So he was wandering 
there with his ships among men of strange speech, 
gathering much livelihood and gold; but mean- 
while Aegisthus devised this woeful work at home. 
Seven years he reigned over Mycenae, rich in 
gold, after slaying the son of Atreus, and the 
people were subdued under him; but in the eighth 
came as his bane the goodly Orestes back from 
Athens, and slew his father’s murderer, the guileful 
Aegisthus, for that he had slain his glorious father. 
Now when he had slain him, he made a funeral 
feast for the Argives over his hateful mother and 
the craven Aegisthus; and on the self-same day 
there came to him Menelaus, good at the war-cry, 
bringing much treasure, even all the burden that 
his ships could bear. 

«So do not thou, my friend, wander long far from 
home, leaving thy wealth behind thee and men 
in thy house so insolent, lest they divide and devour 
all thy wealth, and thou shalt have gone on a fruit- 
less journey. But to Menelaus I bid and command 
thee to go, for he has but lately come from a strange 
land, from a folk whence no one would hope in his 
heart to return, whom the storms had once driven 
astray into a sea so great, whence the very birds do 
not fare in the space of a year, so great is it and 
terrible. But now go thy way with thy ship and 
thy comrades, or, if thou wilt go by land, here are 
chariot and horses at hand for thee, and here at thy 
service are my sons, who will be thy guides to goodly 
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Lacedaemon, where lives fair-haired Menelaus. And 
do thou beseech him thyself that he may tell thee 
the very truth. A lie will be not utter, for he is 
wise indeed.” 

So he spoke, and the sun set, and darkness came 
on. Then among them spoke the goddess, flashing- 
eyed Athene: “Old man, of a truth thou hast told 
this tale aright. But come, cut out the tongues of 
the victims and mix the wine, that when we have 
poured libations to Poseidon and the other im- 
mortals, we may bethink us of sleep; for it is the 
time thereto. Even now has the light gone down 
beneath the darkness, and it is not fitting to sit 
long at the feast of the gods, but to go our 
way. ; 

So spoke the daughter of Zeus, and they hearken- 
ened to her voice. Heralds poured water over their 
hands, and youths filled the bowls brim full of drink, 
and served out to all, pouring first drops for libation 
into the cups. Then they cast the tongues upon 
the fire, and, rising up, poured libations upon them. 
But when they had poured libations and had drunk 
to their heart’s content, then verily Athene and 
godlike Telemachus were both fain to return to the 
hollow ship; but Nestor on his part sought to stay 
them, and he spoke to them, saying : 

“This may Zeus forbid, and the other immortal 
gods, that ye should go from my house to your swift 
ship as from one utterly without raiment and poor. 
who has not cloaks and blankets in plenty in his 
house, whereon both he and his guests may sleep 
softly. Nay, in my house there are cloaks and fair 
blankets. Never surely shall the dear son of this 
man Odysseus lie down upon the deck of a ship, 
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while I yet live and children after me are left in 
my halls to entertain strangers, even whosoever 
shall come to my house.” 

Then the goddess, flashing-eyed Athene, answered 
him: “Well indeed hast thou spoken in this, old 
friend, and it were fitting for Telemachus to hearken 
to thee, since it is far better thus. But while he 
shall now follow with thee, that he may sleep in 
thy halls, I for my part will go to the black ship, 
that I may hearten my comrades and tell them all. 
For alone among them I declare that I am an older 
man; the others are younger who follow in friend- 
ship, all of them of like age with great-hearted 
Telemachus. There will I lay me down by the 
hollow black ship this night, but in the morning I 
will go to the great-hearted Cauconians, where a 
debt is owing to me, in no wise new or small. But 
do thou send this man on his way with a chariot 
and with thy son, since he has come to thy house, 
and give him horses, the fleetest thou hast in running 
and the best in strength.” 

So spoke the goddess, flashing-eyed Athene, and 
she departed in the likeness of a sea-eagle; and 
amazement fell upon all at the sight, and the old 
man marvelled, when his eyes beheld it. And he 
grasped the hand of Telemachus, and spoke, and 
addressed him: 

“Friend, in no wise do I think that thou wilt 
prove a base man or a craven, if verily when thou 
art so young the gods follow thee to be thy guides. 
For truly this is none other of those that have their 
dwellings on Olympus but the daughter of Zeus, 
Tritogeneia,! the maid most glorious, she that 


‘‘Triton-born,” possibly with reference to an actual stream 
of that name (in Boeotia or Thessaly), 
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honoured also thy noble father among the Argives. 
Nay, O Queen, be gracious, and grant to me fair 
renown, to me and to my sons and to my revered 
wife; and to thee in return will I sacrifice a sleek } 
heifer, broad of brow, unbroken, which no man hath 
yet led beneath the yoke. Her will I sacrifice, and 
I will overlay her horns’with gold.” 

So he spoke in prayer, and Pallas Athene heard 
him. Then the horseman, Nestor of Gerenia, led 
them, his sons and the husbands of his daughters, 
to his beautiful palace. And when they reached 
the glorious palace of the king, they sat down in 
rows on the chairs and high seats; and on their 
coming the old man mixed for them a bowl of 
sweet wine, which now in the eleventh year the 
housewife opened, when she had loosed the string 
that held the lid. Thereof the old man bade mix 
a bowl, and earnestly he prayed, as he poured 
libations, to Athene, the daughter of Zeus who 
bears the aegis. ® 

But when they had poured libations, and had 
drunk to their heart’s content, they went, each to 
his home, to take their rest. But the horseman, 
Nestor of Gerenia, bade Telemachus, the dear son 
of divine Odysseus, to sleep there on a corded 
bedstead under the echoing portico, and by him 
Peisistratus, of the good ashen spear, a leader of 
men, who among his sons was still unwed in the 
palace. But he himself slept in the inmost chamber 
of the lofty house, and beside him lay the lady his 
wife, who had strewn the couch. 

Soon as early Dawn appeared, the rosy-fingered, 

1 Scholars generally follow the ancient commentators, and 


render jw ‘one year old.” The meaning ‘‘sleek” was sug- 
gested by Goebel, whom Ameis follows, 
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up from his bed rose the horseman, Nestor of 
Gerenia, and went forth and sat down on the 
polished stones which were before his lofty doors, 
white and glistening as with oil. On these of old 
was wont to sit Neleus, the peer of the gods in 
counsel; but he ere this had been stricken by fate 
and had gone to the house of Hades, and now there 
sat upon them in his turn Nestor of Gerenia, the 
warder of the Achaeans, holding a sceptre in his 
hands. About him his sons gathered in a throng 
as they came forth from their chambers, Echephron 
and Stratius and Perseus and Aretus and godlike 
Thrasymedes ; and to these thereafter came as the 
sixth the lord Peisistratus. And they led godlike 
Telemachus and made him sit beside them; and 
the horseman, Nestor of Gerenia, was first to speak 
among them: 

“ Quickly, my dear children, fulfil my desire, that 
first of all the gods I may propitiate Athene, who 
came to me in manifest presence to the rich feast of 
the god. Come now, let one go to the plain for a 
heifer, that she may come speedily, and that the 
neatherd may drive her; and let one go to the 
black ship of great-hearted Telemachus and bring 
all his comrades, and let him leave two men only ; 
and let one again bid the goldsmith Laérces come 
hither, that he may overlay the heifer’s horns with 
gold. And do ye others abide here together; and 
bid the handmaids within to make ready a feast 
throughout our glorious halls, to fetch seats, and 
logs to set on either side of the altar, and to bring 
clear water.” 


1 So Eustathius and the scholia. Others think of a wash 
or stucco, covering the stones. 
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So he spoke, and they all set busily to work. 
The heifer came from the plain, and from the swift, 
shapely ship came the comrades of great-hearted 
Telemachus ; the smith came, bearing in his hands 
his tools of bronze, the implements of his craft, anvil 
and hammer and well-made tongs, wherewith he 
wrought the gold; and Athene came to accept 
the sacrifice. Then the old man, Nestor, the 
driver of chariots, gave gold, and the smith pre- 
pared it, and overlaid therewith the horns of the 
heifer, that the goddess might rejoice when she 
beheld the offering. And Stratius and goodly 
Echephron led the heifer by the horns, and Aretus 
came from the chamber, bringing them water for 
the hands in a basin embossed with flowers, and 
in the other hand he held barley grains in a 
basket; and Thrasymedes, steadfast in fight, stood 
by, holding in his hands a sharp axe, to fell the 
heifer; and Perseus held the bow] for the blood. 
Then the old man, Nestor, driver of chariots, began 
the opening rite of hand-washing and_ sprinkling 
with barley grains, and earnestly he prayed to 
Athene, cutting off as first offering the hair from 
the head, and casting it into the fire. 

Now when they had prayed, and had strewn the 
barley grains, straightway the son of Nestor, Thrasy- 
medes, high of heart, came near and dealt the 
blow ; and the axe cut through the sinews of the 
neck, and loosened the strength of the heifer. 
Then the women raised the sacred cry, the daughters 
and the sons’ wives and the revered wife of Nestor, 
Eurydice, the eldest of the daughters of Clymenus, 
and the men raised the heifer’s head from the 
broad-wayed earth and held it, and Peisistratus, 
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leader of men, cut the throat. And when the black 
blood had flowed from her and the life had left the 
bones, at once they cut up the body and straight- 
way cut out the thigh-pieces all in due order, and 
covered them with a double layer of fat, and laid raw 
flesh upon them. Then the old man burned them 
on billets of wood, and poured over them flaming 
wine, and beside him the young men held in their 
hands the five-pronged forks. But when the thigh- 
pieces were wholly burned, and they had tasted the 
inner parts, they cut up the rest and spitted and 
roasted it, holding the pointed spits in their hands. 

Meanwhile the fair Polycaste, the youngest daugh- 
ter of Nestor, son of Neleus, bathed Telemachus. 
And when she had bathed him and anointed him 
richly ! with oil, and had cast about him a fair cloak 
and a tunic, forth from the bath he came in form 
like unto the immortals ; and he went and sat down 
by Nestor, the shepherd of the people. 

Now when they had. roasted the outer flesh and 
had drawn it off the spits, they sat down and 
feasted, and worthy men waited on them, pouring 
wine? into golden cups. But when they had put 
from them the desire of food and drink, the horse- 
man, Nestor of Gerenia, was first to speak, saying : 

“My sons, up, yoke for Telemachus horses with 
_ beautiful mane beneath the car, that he may get 
forward on his journey.” 

So he spoke, and they readily hearkened and 
obeyed; and quickly they yoked.beneath the car 
the swift horses. And the housewife placed in the 
car bread and wine and dainties, such as kings, 


1 Others simply ‘‘ with olive oil.” 
2 Or possibly ‘‘ uprose to pour them wine.” 
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1 Line 493 is omitted in most MSS. 
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fostered of Zeus, are wont to eat. Then Tele- 
machus mounted the beautiful car, and Peisistratus, 
son of Nestor, a leader of men, mounted beside him, 
and took the reins in his hands. He touched the 
horses with the whip to start them, and nothing 
loath the pair sped on to the plain, and left the 
steep citadel of Pylos. So all day long they shook 
the yoke which they bore about their necks. 

Now the sun set and all the ways grew dark. 
And they came to Pherae, to the house of Diocles, 
son of Ortilochus, whom Alpheus begot. There 
they spent the night, and before them he set the 
entertainment due to strangers. 

So soon as early Dawn appeared, the rosy-fingered, 
they yoked the horses and mounted the inlaid car, 
and drove forth from the gateway and the echoing 
portico. Then Peisistratus touched the horses with 
the whip to start them, and nothing loath the pair 
sped onward. So they came to the wheat-bearing 
plain, and thereafter pressed on toward their 
journey’s end, so well did their swift horses bear 
them on. And the sun set and all the ways grew 
dark, 
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BOOK IV 


Anp they came to the hollow land of Lacedaemon 
with its many ravines, and drove to the palace of 
glorious Menelaus. Him they found giving a mar- 
riage feast to his many kinsfolk for his noble son and 
daughter within his house. His daughter he was 
sending to the son of Achilles, breaker of the ranks 
of men, for in the land of Troy he first had promised 
and pledged that he would give her, and now the 
gods were bringing their marriage to pass. Her then 
he was sending forth with horses and chariots to go 
her way to the glorious city of the Myrmidons, over 
whom her lord was king; but for his son he was 
bringing to his home from Sparta the daughter of 
Alector, even for the stalwart Megapenthes, who 
was his son well-beloved,! born of a slave woman; 
for to Helen the gods vouchsafed issue no more after 
that she had at the first borne her lovely child, 
Hermione, who had the beauty of golden Aphrodite. 
So they were feasting in the great high-roofed hall, 
the neighbours and kinsfolk of glorious Menelaus, 
and making merry; and among them a divine min- 
strel was singing to the lyre, and two tumblers 
whirled up and down through the midst of them, 
as he began his song. 

1 T follow Buttmann in the rendering of this doubtful 


word. Suggested etymologies are not convincing. Others 
take the word to mean “‘ grown big.” 
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THE ODYSSEY, IV. 20-48 


Then the two, the prince Telemachus and the 
glorious son of Nestor, halted at the gateway of the 
palace, they and their two horses. And the lord 
Eteoneus came forth and saw them, the busy squire 
of glorious Menelaus; and he went through the hall 
to bear the tidings to the shepherd of the people. 
So he came near and spoke to him winged words: 

“Here are two strangers, Menelaus, fostered of 
Zeus, two men that are like the seed of great Zeus. 
But tell me, shall we unyoke for them their swift 
horses, or send them on their way to some other 
host, who will give them entertainment ?”’ 

Then, stirred to sore displeasure, fair-haired Mene- 
laus spoke to him: “ Aforetime thou wast not wont 
to be a fool, Eteoneus, son of Boethous, but now like 
a child thou talkest folly. Surely we two ate full 
often hospitable cheer of other men, ere we came 
hither in the hope that Zeus would hereafter grant 
us respite from sorrow. Nay, unyoke the strangers’ 
horses, and lead the men forward into the house, 
that they may feast.” 

So he spoke, and the other hastened through the 
hall, and called to the other busy squires to follow 
along with him, They loosed the sweating horses 
from beneath the yoke and tied them at the stalls 
of the horses, and flung before them spelt, and mixed 
therewith white barley. Then they tilted the chariot 
against the bright entrance walls, and led the men 
into the divine palace. But at the sight they mar- 
velled as they passed through the palace of the king, 
fostered of Zeus; for there was a gleam as of sun or 
moon over the high-roofed house of glorious Mene- 
laus. But when they had satisfied their eyes with 
gazing they went into the polished baths and bathed. 
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2 Lines 62-4, rejected by Zenodotus, Aristophanes, and 
Aristarchus, are bracketed by many editors. 
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THE ODYSSEY, IV. 49-73 


And when the maids had bathed them and anointed 
them with oil, and had cast about them fleecy cloaks 
and tunics, they sat down on chairs beside Menelaus, 
son of Atreus. Then a handmaid brought water for 
the hands in a fair pitcher of gold, and poured it over 
_ a silver basin for them to wash, and beside them 
drew up a polished table. And the grave housewife 
brought and set before them bread, and therewith 
dainties in abundance, giving freely of her store. 
And a carver lifted up and placed before them plat- 
ters of all manner of meats, and set by them golden 
goblets. Then fair-haired Menelaus greeted the two 
and said : 

“Take of the food, and be glad, and then when 
you have supped, we will ask you who among men 
you are; for in you two the breed of your sires is 
not lost, but ye are of the breed of men that are 
sceptred kings, fostered of Zeus; for base churls 
could not beget such sons as you.” 

So saying he took in his hands roast meat and set 
it before them, even the fat ox-chine which they had 
set before himself as a mess of honour. So they put 
forth their hands to the good cheer lying ready 
before them. But when they had put from them 
the desire of food and drink, lo, then Telemachus 
spoke to the son of Nestor, holding his head close to 
him, that the others might not hear: ° 

“Son of Nestor, dear to this heart of mine, mark 
the flashing of bronze throughout the echoing halls, 
and the flashing of gold, of electrum,! of silver, and 


1 Probably here the metal is meant, an alloy of gold and 
silver. In xv. 460 and xviii. 296 the word, in the plural, 
means ‘‘amber beads.” 
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THE ODYSSEY, 1V. 74-99 


of ivory. Of such sort, methinks, is the court of 
Olympian Zeus within, such untold wealth is here ; 
amazement holds me as I look.”’ 

Now as he spoke fair-haired Menelaus heard him, 
and he spoke and addressed them with winged words: 

“ Dear children, with Zeus verily no mortal man 
could vie, for everlasting are his halls and his pos- 
sessions; but of men another might vie with me in 
wealth or haply might not. For of a truth after 
many woes and wide wanderings I brought my 
wealth home in my ships and came in the eighth 
year. Over Cyprus and Phoenicia I wandered, and 
Egypt, and I came to the Ethiopians and the 
Sidonians and the Erembi, and to Libya, where 
the lambs are horned from their birth.) For 
there the ewes bear their young thrice within the 
full course of the year; there neither master nor 
shepherd has any lack of cheese or of meat or of 
sweet milk, but the flocks ever yield milk to the 
milking the year through. While I wandered in 
those lands gathering much livelihood, meanwhile 
another slew my brother by stealth and at unawares, 
by the guile of his accursed wife. Thus, thou mayest 
see, I have no joy in being lord of this wealth; and 
you may well have heard of this from your fathers, 
whosoever they may be, for full much did I suffer, 
and let fall into ruin a stately house and one stored 
with much goodly treasure. Would that I dwelt in 
my halls with but a third part of this wealth, and 
that those men were safe who then perished in the 
broad land of Troy far from horse-pasturing Argos. 


1 So Aristotle understood the passage (H.A. vili. 28) ; 
Herodotus, on the contrary, took the meaning to be ‘‘ begin 
at once to become horned” (iv. 29). Eustathius agrees with 
Herodotus. 
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THE ODYSSEY, IV. 100-126 


And yet, though I often sit in my halls weeping 
and sorrowing for them all—one moment indeed I 
ease my heart with weeping, and then again I 
cease, for men soon have surfeit of chill lament— 
yet for them all I mourn not so much, despite my 
grief, as for one only, who makes me to loathe both 
sleep and food, when I think of him; for no one 
of the Achaeans toiled so much as Odysseus toiled 
and endured. But to himself, as it seems, his 
portion was to be but woe, and for me there is 
sorrow never to be forgotten for him, in that he 
is gone so long, nor do we know aught whether 
he be alive or dead. Mourned is he, I ween, by the 
old man Laertes, and by constant Penelope, and by 
Telemachus, whom he left a new-born child in his 
house.” 

So he spoke, and in Telemachus he roused the 
desire to weep for his father. Tears from his eye- 
lids he let fall upon the ground, when he heard his 
father’s name, and with both hands held up _ his 
purple cloak before his eyes. And Menelaus noted 
him, and debated in mind and heart whether he 
should leave him to speak of his father himself, or 
whether he should first question him and prove him 
in each thing. 

While he pondered thus in mind and heart, forth 
then from her fragrant high-roofed chamber came 
Helen, like Artemis of the golden arrows ;1 and with 
her came Adraste, and placed for her a chair, beau- 
tifully wrought, and Alcippe brought a rug of soft 
wool and Phylo a silver basket, which Alcandre had 
given her, the wife of Polybus, who dwelt in Thebes 

1 The common meaning of fAacdtn is ‘‘ distaff,’ but 
Hesychius glosses xpvonAdkatos by kadAlrotos: nAakdtn yap 6 
tokikds KdAapos. 
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THE ODYSSEY, IV. 127-154 


of Egypt, where greatest store of wealth is laid up 
in men’s houses. He gave to Menelaus two silver 
baths and two tripods and ten talents of gold. And 
besides these, his wife gave to Helen also beautiful 
gifts,—a golden distaff and a basket with wheels 
beneath did she give, a basket of silver, and with 
gold were the rims thereof gilded.!. This then the 
handmaid, Phylo, brought and placed beside her, 
filled with finely-spun yarn, and across it was laid 
the distaff laden with violet-dark wool. So Helen 
sat down upon the chair, and below was a footstool 
for the feet ; and at once she questioned her husband 
on each matter, and said : 

“Do we know, Menelaus, fostered of Zeus, who 
these men declare themselves to be who have come 
to our house? Shall J disguise my thought, or speak 
the truth? Nay, my heart bids me speak. For 
never yet, I declare, saw I one so like another, 
whether man or woman—amazement holds me, as 
I look—as this man is like the son of great-hearted 
Odysseus, even Telemachus, whom that warrior left 
a new-born child in his house, when for the sake of 
shameless me ye Achaeans came up under the walls 
of Troy, pondering in your hearts fierce war.” 

Then fair-haired Menelaus answered her: “ Even 
so do I myself now note it, wife, as thou markest 
the likeness. Such were his feet, such his hands, 
and the glances of his eyes, and his head and hair 
above. And verily but now, as I made mention of 
Odysseus and was telling of all the woe and _ toil 
he endured for my sake, this youth let fall a bitter 
tear from beneath his brows, holding up his purple 
cloak before his eyes.” 


1 Others render, ‘‘ were finished.” 
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Then Peisistratus, son of Nestor, answered him: 
“ Menelaus, son of Atreus, fostered of Zeus, leader 
of hosts, his son indeed this youth is, as thou sayest. 
But he is of prudent mind and feels shame at heart 
thus on his first coming to make a show of forward 
words in the presence of thee, in whose voice we 
both take delight as in a god’s. But the horseman, 
Nestor of Gerenia, sent me forth to go with him as 
his guide, for he was eager to see thee, that thou 
mightest put in his heart some word or some deed. 
For many sorrows has a son in his halls when his 
father is gone, when there are none other to be his 
helpers, even as it is now with Telemachus; his 
father is gone, and there are no others among the 
people who might ward off ruin.” 

Then fair-haired Menelaus answered him and 
said: “Lo now, verily is there come to my house 
the son of a man well-beloved, who for my sake 
endured many toils. And I thought that if he came 
back I should give him welcome beyond all the 
other Argives, if Olympian Zeus, whose voice is 
borne afar, had granted to us two a return in our 
swift ships over the sea. And in Argos I would 
have given him a city to dwell in, and would have 
built him a house, when I had brought him from 
Ithaca with his goods and his son and all his people, 
driving out the dwellers of some one city among 
those that lie round about and obey me myself as 
their lord. Then, living here, should we ofttimes 
have met together, nor would aught have parted us, 
loving and joying in one another, until the black 
cloud of death enfolded us. Howbeit of this, me- 
thinks, the god himself must have been jealous, who 
to that hapless man alone vouchsafed no return.” 
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So he spoke, and in them all aroused the desire of 
lament. Argive Helen wept, the daughter of Zeus, 
Telemachus wept, and Menelaus, son of Atreus, nor 
could the son of Nestor keep his eyes tearless. For 
he thought in his heart of peerless Antilochus, whom 
the glorious son of the bright Dawn? had slain. 
Thinking of him, he spoke winged words: 

“Son of Atreus, old Nestor used ever to say that 
thou wast wise above all men, whenever we made 
mention of thee in his halls and questioned one 
another. And now, if it may in any wise be, 
hearken to me, for I take no joy in weeping at 
supper time,2—and moreover early dawn will soon 
be here.* I count it indeed no blame to weep for 
any mortal who has died and met his fate. Yea, 
this is the only due we pay to miserable mortals, to 
cut the hair and let a tear fall from the cheeks. 
For a brother of mine, too, is dead, nowise the 
meanest of the Argives, and thou mayest well have 
known him. As for me, I never met him nor saw him; 
but men say that Antilochus was above all others 
pre-eminent in speed of foot and as a warrior.” 

Then fair-haired Menelaus answered him and 
said: “ My friend, truly thou hast said all that a 
wise man might say or do, even one that was older 
than thou; for from such a father art thou sprung, 
wherefore thou dost even speak wisely. Easily 
known is the seed of that man for whom the son of 
Cronos spins the thread of good fortune at marriage 
and at birth, even as now he has granted to Nestor 
throughout all his days continually that he should 

1 7.e. Memnon, leader of the Ethiopians. 

2 Others render, ‘‘after supper”; but see 213. 

3 Possibly, ‘‘ shall serve for that” (Merry), with which cf. 
214; but see xv. 50. 
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himself reach a sleek old age in his halls, and that 
his sons in their turn should be wise and most 
valiant with the spear. But we will cease the weep- 
ing which but now was made, and let us once more 
think of our supper, and let them pour water over 
our hands. ‘Tales there will be in the morning also 
for Telemachus and me to tell to one another to the 
fully 

So he spoke, and Asphalion poured water over 
their hands, the busy squire of glorious Menelaus. 
And they put forth their hands to the good cheer 
lying ready before them. 

Then Helen, daughter of Zeus, took other counsel. 
Straightway she cast into the wine of which they 
were drinking a drug to quiet all pain and strife, 
and bring forgetfulness of every ill. Whoso should 
drink this down, when it is mingled in the bowl, 
would not in the course of that day let a tear fall 
down over his cheeks, no, not though his mother 
and father should lie there dead, or though before 
his face men should slay with the sword his brother 
or dear son, and his own eyes beheld it. Such 
cunning drugs had the daughter of Zeus, drugs of 
healing, which Polydamna, the wife of Thon, had 
given her, a woman of Egypt, for there the earth, 
the giver of grain, bears greatest store of drugs, 
many that are healing when mixed, and many that 
are baneful; there every man is a physician, wise 
above human kind; for they are of the race of 
Paeéon. Now when she had cast in the drug, and 
had bidden pour forth the wine, again she made 
answer, and said: 

“ Menelaus, son of Atreus, fostered of Zeus, and 
ye that are here, sons of noble men—though now to 
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THE ODYSSEY, [Vv 237-262 


one and now to another Zeus gives good and ill, for 
he can do all things,—now verily sit ye in the halls 
and feast, and take ye joy in telling tales, for I will 
tell what fitteth the time. All things I cannot tell 
or recount, even all the labours of Odysseus of the 
steadfast heart ; ‘but what a thing was this which 
that mighty man wrought aud endured in the land 
of the Trojans, where you Achaeans suffered woes! 
Marring his own body with cruel blows, and flinging 
a wretched garment about his shoulders, in the 
fashion of a slave he entered the broad-wayed city 
of the foe, and he hid himself under the likeness of 
another, a beggar, he who was in no wise such an 
one at the ships of the Achaeans. In this likeness 
he entered the city of the Trojans, and all of them 
were but as babes.! I alone recognised him in this 
disguise, and questioned him, but he in his cunning 
sought to avoid me. Hownen when I was bathing 
him and anointing him with oil, and had put on him 
raiment, and sworn a mighty ais not to make him 
known among the Trojans as Odysseus before that 
he reached the swift ships and the huts, then at 
length he told me all the purpose of the Achaeans. 
And when he had slain many of the Trojans with 
the long sword, he returned to the company of 
the Argives and brought back plentiful tidings. 
Then the other Trojan women wailed aloud, but my 
soul was glad, for already my heart was turned to 
go back to my home, and I groaned for the blind- 
ness that Aphrodite gave me, when she led me 
thither from my dear native land, forsaking my 


1 The rare word afaxnoay seems literally to mean ‘‘ could 
say naught” ; cf. ynma gw. 
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THE ODYSSEY, IV. 263-292 


child and my bridal chamber, and my husband, a 
man who lacked nothing, whether in wisdom or in 
comeliness.”’ 

Then fair-haired Menelaus answered her and said : 
«“ Aye verily, all this, wife, hast thou spoken aright. 
Ere now have I come to know the counsel and the 
mind of many warriors, and have travelled over the 
wide earth, but never yet have mine eyes beheld 
such an one as was Odysseus of the steadfast heart. 
What a thing was this, too, -which that mighty man 
wrought and endured in the carven horse, wherein 
all we chiefs of the Argives were sitting, bearing 
to the Trojans death and fate! Then thou camest 
thither, and it must be that thou wast bidden by 
some god, who wished to grant glory to the Trojans, 
and godlike Deiphobus followed thee on thy way. 
Thrice didst thou go about the hollow ambush, 
trying it with thy touch, and thou didst name aloud 
the chieftains of the Danaans by their names, liken- 
ing thy voice to the voices of the wives of all the 
Argives. Now I and the son of Tydeus and goodly 
Odysseus sat there in the midst and heard how thou 
didst call, and we two were eager to rise up and 
come forth, or else to answer straightway from 
within, but Odysseus held us back and stayed us, 
despite our eagerness. Then all the other sons of 
the Achaeans held their peace, but Anticlus alone 
was fain to speak and answer thee; but Odysseus 
firmly closed his mouth with strong hands, and 
saved all the Achaeans, and held him thus until 
Pallas Athene led thee away.’’. 

Then wise Telemachus answered him: “ Menelaus, 
son of Atreus, fostered of Zeus, leader of hosts, all 
the more grievous is it; for in no wise did this ward 
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off from him woeful destruction, nay, not though 
the heart within him had been of iron. But come, 
send us to bed, that lulled now by sweet sleep we 
may rest and take our joy.” 

Thus he spoke, and Argive Helen bade her hand- 
maids place bedsteads beneath the portico, and to 
lay on them fair purple blankets, and to spread 
thereover coverlets, and on these to put fleecy cloaks 
for clothing. But the maids went forth from the 
hall with torches in their hands and strewed the 
couch, and a herald led forth the guests. So they 
slept there in the fore-hall of the palace, the prince 
Telemachus and the glorious son of Nestor; but the 
son of Atreus slept in the inmost chamber of the 
lofty house, and beside him lay long-robed Helen, 
peerless among women. 

So soon as early Dawn appeared, the rosy-fingered, 
up from his bed arose Menelaus, good at the war- 
cry, and put on his clothing. About his shoulders 
he slung his sharp sword, and beneath his shining 
feet bound his fair sandals, and went forth from 
his chamber like unto a god to look upon. Then 
he sat down beside Telemachus, and spoke, and 
addressed him : 

“What need has brought thee hither, prince 
Telemachus, to goodly Lacedaemon over the broad 
back of the sea? Is it a public matter, or thine 
own? Tell me the truth of this.” 

Then wise Telemachus answered him : “ Menelaus, 
son of Atreus, fostered of Zeus, leader of hosts, I 
came if haply thou mightest tell me some tidings of 
my father. My home is being devoured and my 
rich lands are ruined; with men that are foes my 
house is filled, who are ever slaying my thronging 
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sheep and my sleek kine of shambling gait, even 
the wooers of my mother, overweening in their 
insolence. Therefore am I now come to thy knees, 
if perchance thou wilt be willing to tell me of his 
woeful death, whether thou sawest it haply with 
thine own eyes, or didst hear from some other the 
story of his wanderings ; for beyond all men did his 
mother bear him to sorrow. And do thou no wise 
out of ruth or pity for me speak soothing words, but 
tell me truly how thou didst come to behold him. 
I beseech thee, if ever my father, noble Odysseus, 
promised aught to thee of word or deed and fulfilled 
it in the land of the Trojans, where you Achaeans 
suffered woes, be mindful of it now, I pray thee, and 
tell me the truth.” 
Then, stirred to sore displeasure, fair-haired Mene- 
laus spoke to him: “Out upon them, for verily 
in the bed of a man of valiant heart were they 
fain to lie, who are themselves cravens. Even as 
when in the thicket-lair of a mighty lion a hind 
has laid to sleep her new-born suckling fawns, and 
roams over the mountain slopes and grassy vales 
seeking pasture, and then the lion comes to his 
lair and upon the two! lets loose a cruel doom, 
so will Odysseus let loose a cruel doom upon these 
men. I would, O father Zeus and Athene and 
Apollo, that in such strength as when once in fair- 
stablished Lesbos he rose up and wrestled a match 
with Philomeleides and threw him mightily, and 
all the Achaeans rejoiced, even in such strength 
Odysseus might come among the wooers; then 


1 The Greek seems to denote a pair of fawns, the slaying 
taking place in the absence of the hind; ¢f. Iliad, xi. 113 ff. 
Others assume that the dual means ‘‘ both hind and fawns.” 
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1 Or possibly ‘‘the river Aegyptus” (cf. line 477). Homer 
has no other name for the Nile. + 
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should they all find swift destruction and bitterness 
in their wooing. But in this matter of which thou 
dost ask and beseech me, verily I will not swerve 
aside to speak of other things, nor will I deceive 
thee ; but of all that the unerring old man of the 
sea told me not one thing will I hide from thee or 
conceal. 

“In Egypt,! eager though I was to journey hither, 
the gods still held me back, because I offered not to 
them hecatombs that bring fulfilment, and the gods 
ever wished that men should be mindful of their 
commands. Now there is an island in the surging 
sea in front of Egypt, and men call it Pharos, 
distant as far as a hollow ship runs in a whole day 
when the shrill wind blows fair behind her. Therein 
is a harbour with good anchorage, whence men 
launch the shapely ships into the sea, when they 
have drawn supplies of black? water. There for 
twenty days the gods kept me, nor ever did the 
winds that blow over the deep spring up, which 
speed men’s ships over the broad back of the sea. 
And now would all my stores have been spent and 
the strength of my men, had not one of the gods 
taken pity on me and saved me, even Eidothea, 
daughter of mighty Proteus, the old man of the sea ; 
for her heart above all others had I moved. She 
met me as I wandered alone apart from my com- 
rades, who were ever roaming about the island, 
fishing with bent hooks, for hunger pinched their 
bellies; and she came close to me, and spoke, and 
said : 


2 The epithet ‘‘ black ” is applied to water in deep places, 
where the light cannot reach it, and to water trickling down 
the face of a rock covered with lichens (Iliad, xvi. 4 ff.). 
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“¢ Art thou so very foolish, stranger, and slack of 
wit, or art thou of thine own will remiss, and hast 
pleasure in suffering woes? So long art thou pent 
in the isle and canst find no sign of deliverance,! 
and the heart of thy comrades grows faint.’ 

“So she spoke, and I made answer and said : ¢ I will 
speak out and tell thee, whosoever among goddesses 
thou art, that in no wise am I pent here of mine 
own will, but it must be that I have sinned against 
the immortals, who hold broad heaven. But do 
thou tell me—for the gods know all things—who of 
the immortals fetters me here, and has hindered me 
from my path, and tell me of my return, how I may 
go over the teeming deep.’ 

So I spoke, and the beautiful goddess straightway 
made answer: ‘Then verily, stranger, will I frankly 
tell thee all. There is wont to come hither the 
unerring old man of the sea, immortal Proteus of 
Egypt, who knows the depths of every sea, and is 
the servant of Poseidon. He, they say, is my father 
that begat me. If thou couldst in any wise lie in 
wait and catch him, he will tell thee thy way and 
the measure of thy path, and of thy return, how 
thou mayest go over the teeming deep. Aye, and 
he will tell thee, thou fostered of Zeus, if so thou 
wilt, what evil and what good has been wrought in 
thy halls, while thou hast been gone on thy long and 
grievous way.’ 

“‘So she spoke, and I made answer and said: ‘ Do 
thou thyself now devise a means of lying in wait for 
the divine old man, lest haply he see me beforehand 
and being ware of my purpose avoid me. For hard 
is a god for a mortal man to master.’ 


1 Lit. ‘‘ appointed end.” 
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‘So I spoke, and the beautiful goddess straightway 
made answer: ‘ Then verily, stranger, will I frankly 
tell thee all. When the sun hath reached mid 
heaven, the unerring old man of the sea is wont 
to come forth from the brine at the breath of the 
West Wind, hidden by the dark ripple. And “when 
he is come forth, he lies down to sleep in the hollow 
caves; and around him the seals, the brood of the 
fair daughter of the sea, sleep in a herd, coming 
forth from the gray water, and bitter is the smell 
they breathe of the depths of the sea. Thither will 
I lead thee at break of day and lay you all in a 
row ; for do thou choose carefully three of thy com- 
panions, who are the best thou hast in thy well- 
benched ships. And I will tell thee all the wizard 
wiles of that old man. First he will count the 
seals, and go over them,; but when he has told them 
all off by fives, and beheld them, he will lay himself 
down in their midst, as a shepherd among his flocks 
of sheep. Now so soon as you see him laid to rest, 
thereafter let your hearts be filled with strength 
and courage, and do you hold him there despite his 
striving and struggling to escape. For try he will, 
and will assume all manner of shapes of all things 
that move upon the earth, and of water, and of” 
wondrous blazing fire. Yet do ye hold him unflinch- 
ingly and grip him yet the more. But when at length 
of his own will he speaks and questions thee in that 
shape in which you saw him laid to rest, then, hero, 
stay thy might, and set the old man free, and ask 
him who of the gods is wroth with thee, and of 
thy return, how thou mayest go over the teeming 
deep.’ 
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“So saying she plunged beneath the surging sea, 
but I went to my ships, where they stood on the 
sand, and many things did my heart darkly ponder 
as I went. But when [had come down to the ship 
and to the sea, and we had made ready our supper, 
and immortal night had come on, then we lay down 
to rest on the shore of the sea. And as soon as 
early Dawn appeared, the rosy-fingered, I went 
along the shore of the broad-wayed sea, praying 
earnestly to the gods; and I took with me three of 
my comrades, in whom I trusted most for every 
adventure. 

“She meanwhile had plunged beneath the broad 
bosom of the sea, and had brought forth from the 
deep the skins of four seals, and all were newly 
flayed; and she devised a plot against her father. 
She had scooped out lairs in the sand of the sea, 
and sat waiting ; and we came very near to her, and 
she made us to lie down in a row, and cast a skin over 
each. Then would our ambush have proved most 
terrible, for terribly did the deadly stench of the 
brine-bred seals distress us—who would lay him 
down by a beast of the sea?—but she of herself 
delivered us, and devised a great boon; she brought 
and placed ambrosia of a very sweet fragrance 
beneath each man’s nose, and destroyed the stench 
of the beast. So all the morning we waited with 
steadfast heart, and the seals came forth from the 
sea in throngs. These then laid them down in 
rows along the shore of the sea, and at noon the old 
man came forth from the sea and found the fatted 
seals; and he went over all, and counted their 
number. Among the creatures he counted us first, 
nor did his heart guess that there was guile; and 
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1 épeefvers Aristarchus: dyopevers. 
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then he too laid him down. Thereat we rushed 
upon him with a shout, and threw our arms about 
him, nor did that old man forget his crafty wiles. 
Nay, at the first he turned into a bearded lion, and 
then into a serpent, and a leopard, and a huge boar ; 
then he turned into flowing water, and into a tree, 
high and leafy; but we held on unflinchingly with 
steadfast heart. But when at last that old man, 
skilled in wizard arts, grew weary, then he ques- 
tioned me, and spoke, and said : 

“Who of the gods, son of Atreus, took counsel 
with thee that thou mightest lie in wait for me, 
and take me against my will? Of what hast thou 
need ?’ 

“So he spoke, and I made answer, and said: 
‘Thou knowest, old man—why dost thou seek to 
put me off with this question?—how long a time 
I am pent in this isle, and can find no sign of 
deliverance, and my heart grows faint within me. 
But do thou tell me-—for the gods know all things— 
who of the immortals fetters me here, and has 
hindered me from my path, and tell me of my 
return, how I may go over the teeming deep.’ 

“So I spoke, and he straightway made answer, 
and said: ‘ Nay, surely thou oughtest to have made 
fair offerings to Zeus and the other gods before 
embarking, that with greatest speed thou mightest - 
have come to thy country, sailing over the wine- 
dark sea. For it is not thy fate to see thy friends, 
and reach thy well-built house and thy native land, | 
before that thou hast once more gone to the waters 
of Aegyptus, the heaven-fed river, and hast offered 
holy hecatombs to the immortal gods who hold 
broad heaven. Then at length shall the gods grant 


thee the journey thou desirest.’ 
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“So he spoke, and my spirit was broken within 
me, for that he bade me go again over the misty 
deep to Aegyptus, a long and weary way. Yet even 
so I made answer, and said: 

«<< All this will I perform, old man, even as thou 
dost bid. But come now, tell me this, and declare 
it truly. Did all the Achaeans return unscathed in 
their ships, all those whom Nestor and I left, as we 
set out from Troy? Or did any perish by a cruel 
death on board his ship, or in the arms of his 
friends, when he had wound up the skein of war?’ 

“So I spoke, and he straightway made answer, 
and said: ‘Son of Atreus, why dost thou question 
me of this? In no wise does it behove thee to know, 
or to learn my mind; nor, methinks, wilt thou long be 
free from tears, when thou hast heard all aright. 
For many of them were slain, and many were left; 
but two chieftains alone of the brazen-coated Ach- 
aeans perished on their homeward way (as for the 
fighting, thou thyself wast there), and one, I ween, 
still lives, and is held back on the broad deep. 

«¢ Aias truly was lost amid his long-oared ships. 
Upon the great rocks of Gyrae Poseidon at first 
drove him, but saved him from the sea; and he 
would have escaped his doom, hated of Athene 
though he was, had he not uttered a boastful word 
in great blindness of heart. He declared that it 
was in spite of the gods that he had escaped the 
great gulf of the sea; and Poseidon heard his 
boastful speech, and straightway took his trident in 
his mighty hands, and smote the rock of Gyrae and 
clove it in sunder. And one part abode in its place, 
but the sundered part fell into the sea, even that on 
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1 Unless we accept the tradition which places the home of 
Thyestes (and Aegisthus) in Cythera (though Aegisthus was 
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which Aias sat at the first when his heart was greatly 
blinded, and it bore him down into the boundless 
surging deep. So there he perished, when he had 
drunk the salt water. 

«But thy brother escaped, indeed, the fates and 
shunned them with his hollow ships, for queenly 
Hera saved him. But when he was now about to 
reach the steep height of Malea, then the storm- 
wind caught him up and bore him over the teeming 
deep, groaning heavily, to the border of the land,} 
where aforetime Thyestes dwelt, but where now 
dwelt Thyestes’ son Aegisthus. But when from 
hence too a safe return was shewed him, and the 
gods changed the course of the wind that it blew 
fair, and they reached home, then verily with 
rejoicing did Agamemnon set foot on his native 
land, and he clasped his land and kissed it, and 
many were the hot tears that streamed from his 
eyes, for welcome to him was the sight of his land. 
Now from his place of watch a watchman saw 
him, whom guileful Aegisthus took and set there, 
promising him as a reward two talents of gold; and 
he had been keeping guard for ayear, lest Agamemnon 
should pass by him unseen, and be mindful of his— 
furious might. So he went to the palace to bear the 
tidings to the shepherd of the people, and Aegisthus 
straightway planned a treacherous device. He chose 
out twenty men, the best in the land, and set them 
to lie in wait, but on the further side of the hall he 
bade prepare a feast. Then he went with chariot 
and horses to summon Agamemnon, shepherd of the 
people, his mind pondering a dastardly deed. So 


at this time in Mycenae), we must understand this phrase to 
mean the Argolic promontory. 
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146 


THE ODYSSEY, IV. 534-560 


he brought him up all unaware of his doom, and 
when he had feasted him he slew him, as one slays 
an ox at the stall. And not one of the comrades of 
the son of Atreus was left, of all that followed him, 
nor one of the men of Aegisthus, but they were all 
slain in the halls.’ 

“So he spoke, and my spirit was broken within me, 
and I wept, as I sat on the sands, nor had my heart 
any longer desire to live and to behold the light of 
the sun. But when I had had my fill of weeping 
and writhing, then the unerring o!d man of the sea 
said to me: 

“ «No more, son of Atreus, do thou weep long time 
thus without ceasing, for in it we shall find no help. 
Nay, rather, with all the speed thou canst, strive 
that thou mayest come to thy native land, for either 
thou wilt find Aegisthus alive, or haply Orestes may 
have forestalled thee and slain him, and thou mayest 
chance upon his funeral feast.’ 

‘©So he spoke, and my heart and spirit were again 
warmed with comfort in my breast despite my grief, 
and I spoke, and addressed him with winged words: 

“<Of these men now I know, but do thou name 
the third, who he is that still lives, and is held back 
upon the broad sea, or is haply dead. Fain would I 
hear, despite my grief.’ 

«So I spoke, and he straightway made answer, 
and said: ‘It is the son of Laertes, whose home is in 
Ithaca. Him I saw in an island, shedding big tears, 
in the halls of the nymph Calypso, who keeps him 
there perforce, and he cannot come to his native 
land, for he has at hand no ships with oars and no 
comrades to send him on his way over the broad 
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back of the sea. But for thyself, Menelaus, fostered 
of Zeus, it is not ordained that thou shouldst die and 
meet thy fate in horse-pasturing Argos, but to the 
Elysian plain and the bounds of the earth will the 
immortals convey thee, where dwells fair-haired 
Rhadamanthus, and where life is easiest for men. 
No snow is there, nor heavy storm, nor ever rain, 
but ever does Ocean send up blasts of the shrill- 
blowing West Wind that they may give cooling to 
men; for thou hast Helen to wife, and art in their 
eyes the husband of the daughter of Zeus.’ 

«So saying he plunged beneath the surging sea, 
but I went to my ships with my godlike comrades, 
and many things did my heart darkly ponder as I 
went. But when I had come down to the ship and 
to the sea, and we had made ready our supper, and 
immortal night had come on, then we lay down to 
rest on the shore of the sea. And as soon as early 
Dawn appeared, the rosy-fingered, our ships first of all 
we drew down to the bright sea, and set the masts 
and the sails in the shapely ships, and the men, too, 
went on board and sat down upon the benches, and 
sitting well in order smote the grey sea with their 
oars. So back again to the waters of Aegyptus, the 
heaven-fed river, I sailed, and there moored my 
ships and offered hecatombs that bring fulfilment. 
But when I had stayed the wrath of the gods that 
are forever, I heaped up a mound to Agamemnon, 
that his fame might be unquenchable. Then, when 
I had made an end of this, I set out for home, and 
the immortals gave me a fair wind, and brought me 
swiftly to my dear native land. But come now, tarry 
in my halls until the eleventh or the twelfth day be 
come. ‘Then will I send thee forth with honour and 
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give thee splendid gifts, three horses and a well- 
polished car; and besides I will give thee a beautiful 
cup, that thou mayest pour libations to the immortal 
gods, and remember me all thy days.” 

Then wise Telemachus answered him: “Son of 
Atreus, keep me no long time here, for verily for a 
year would I be content to sit in thy house, nor 
would desire for home or parents come upon me; 
for wondrous is the pleasure I take in listening to 
thy tales and thy speech. But even now my comrades 
are chafing in sacred Pylos, and thou art keeping me 
long time here. And whatsoever gift thou wouldest 
give me, let it be some treasure; but horses will I 
not take to Ithaca, but will leave them here for thy- 
self to delight in, for thou art lord of a wide plain, 
wherein is lotus in abundance, and galingale and 
wheat and spelt, and broad-eared white barley. But 
in Ithaca there are no widespread courses nor aught 
of meadow-land. It is a pasture-land of goats and 
pleasanter than one that pastures horses. For not 
one of the islands that lean upon the sea is fit for 
driving horses, or rich in meadows, and Ithaca least 
of all.” 

So he spoke, and Menelaus, good at the war-cry, 
smiled, and stroked him with his hand, and spoke, 
and addressed him : . 

“Thou art of noble blood, dear child, that thou 
speakest thus. Therefore will I change these gifts, 
for well I may. Of all the gifts that lie stored as 
treasures in my house, I will give thee that one 
which is fairest and costliest. I will give thee a 
well-wrought mixing bowl. All of silver it is, and 
with gold are the rims thereof gilded, the work of 
Hephaestus ; and the warrior Phaedimus, king of the 
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Sidonians, gave it me, when his house sheltered me 
as I came thither, and now I am minded to give it 
to thee.” 

Thus they spoke to one another, and meanwhile 
the banqueters came to the palace of the divine 
king. They drove up sheep, and brought strength- 
ening wine, and their wives with beautiful veils sent 
them bread. Thus they were busied about the feast 
in the halls. 

But the wooers in front of the palace of Odysseus 
were making merry, throwing the discus and the 
javelin in a levelled place, as their wont was, in 
insolence of heart ; and Antinous and godlike Eury- 
machus were sitting there, the leaders of the wooers, 
who in valiance were far the best of all. To them 
Noemon, son of Phronius, drew near, and he ques- 
tioned Antinous, and spoke, and said : 

« Antinous, know-we at all in our hearts, or know 
we not, when Telemachus will return from sandy 
Pylos? He is gone, taking a ship of mine, and I 
have need of her to cross over to spacious Elis, 
where I have twelve brood mares, and at the teat 
sturdy mules as yet unbroken. Of these I would 
fain drive one off and break him in.” 

So he spoke, and they marvelled at heart, for they 
did not deem that Telemachus had gone to Neleian 
Pylos, but that he was somewhere there on his lands, 
among the flocks or with the swineherd. 

Then Antinous, son of Eupeithes, spoke to him, 
saying: “Tell me the truth; when did he go, and 
what youths went with him? Were they chosen 
youths of Ithaca, or hirelings and slaves of his own? 
Able would he be to accomplish even that. And tell _ 
me this truly, that I may know full well. Was it 
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perforce and against thy will that he took from thee 
the black ship? or didst thou give it him freely of 
thine own will, because he besought thee ?”’ 

Then Noemon, son of Phronius, answered him: 
“T myself freely gave it him. What else could any 
man do, when a man like him, his heart laden with 
care, makes entreaty? Hard it were to deny the 
gift. The youths that are the noblest in the land 
after ourselves, even these have gone with him; and 
among them I noted one going on board as their 
leader, Mentor, or a god, who was in all things like 
unto Mentor. But at this I marvel. I saw goodly 
Mentor here yesterday at early dawn; but at that 
time he embarked for Pylos.”’ 

So saying he departed to his father’s house, but 
of those two the proud hearts were angered. The 
wooers they straightway made to sit down and cease 
from their games ; and among them spoke Antinous, 
son of Eupeithes, in displeasure ; and with rage was 
his black heart wholly filled, and his eyes were like 
blazing fire. 

«Out upon him, verily a proud-deed has been 
insolently brought to pass by Telemachus, even this 
journey, and we deemed that he would never see it 
accomplished. Forth in despite of all of us here 
the lad is gone without more ado, launching a ship, 
and choosing the best men in the land. He will 
begin by and by to be our bane ; but to his own 
undoing may Zeus destroy his might before ever he 
reaches the measure of manhood. But come, give 
me a swift ship and twenty men, that I may watch in 
ambush for him as he passes in the strait between 
Ithaca and rugged Samos. Thus shall his voyaging 
in search of his father come to a sorry end.” 
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So he spoke, and they all praised his words, and 
bade him act. And straightway they rose up and 
went to the house of Odysseus. 

Now Penelope was no long time without know- 
ledge of the plans which the: wooers were plotting 
in the deep of their hearts; for the herald Medon 
told her, who heard their counsel as he stood without 
the court and they within were weaving their plot. 
So he went through the hall to bear the tidings to 
Penelope; and as he stepped across the threshold 
Penelope spoke to him and said : 

“ Herald, why have the lordly'wooers sent thee 
forth? Was it to tell the handmaids of divine 
Odysseus to cease from their tasks, and make ready 
a feast for them? Never wooing! any more, nor 
consorting together elsewhere, may they now feast 
here their latest and their last—even ye who are 
ever thronging here and wasting much livelihood, 
the wealth of wise Telemachus. Surely ye hearkened 
not at all in olden days, when ye were children, 
when your fathers told what manner of man Odysseus 
was among them that begat you, in that he wrought 
no wrong in deed or word to any man in the land, 
as the wont is of divine kings—one man they hate 
‘and another they love. Yet he never wrought 
iniquity at all to any man. But your mind and your 
unseemly deeds are plain to see, nor is there in after 
days any gratitude for good deeds done.” 

Then Medon, wise of heart, answered her: “I 
would, O queen, that this were the greatest evil. 
But another greater far and more grievous are the 
wooers planning, which I pray that the son of Cronos 


1 In the interpretation of this vexed passage I follow 
Agar, Homerica, pp. 59 ff. 
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may never bring to pass. They are minded to slay 
Telemachus with the sharp sword on his homeward 
way; for he went in quest of tidings of his father 
to sacred Pylos and to goodly Lacedaemon.” 

So he spoke, and her knees were loosened where 
she sat, and her heart melted. Long time she was 
speechless, and both her eyes were filled with tears, 
and the flow of her voice was checked. But at last 
she made answer, and said to him: 

“ Herald, why is my son gone? He had no need 
to go on board swift-faring ships, which serve men 
as horses of the deep, and cross over the wide waters 
of the sea. Was it that not even his name should 
be left among men?” 

Then Medon, wise of heart, answered her: “I 
know not whether some god impelled him, or whether 
his own heart was moved to go to Pylos, that he 
might learn either of his father’s return or what fate 
he had met.” 

So he spoke, and departed through the house of 
Odysseus, and on her fell a cloud of soul-consuming 
grief, and she had no more the heart-to sit upon one 
of the many seats that were in the room, but down 
upon the threshold of her fair-wrought chamber she 
sank, moaning piteously, and round about her wailed 
her handmaids, even all that were in the house, both 
young and old. Among these with sobs of lament- 
ation spoke Penelope: 

“ Hear me, my friends, for to me the Olympian 
has given sorrow above all the women who were 
bred and born with me. For long since I lost my 
noble husband of the lion heart, pre-eminent in all 
manner of worth among the Danaans, my noble 
husband, whose fame is wide through Hellas and 
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mid-Argos. And now again my well-loved son have 
the storm-winds swept away from our halls without 
tidings, nor did I hear of his setting forth. Cruel, 
that ye are! Not even you took thought, any one of 
you, to rouse me from my couch, though in your 
hearts ye knew full well when he went on board the 
hollow black ship. For had I learned that he was 
pondering this journey, he should verily have stayed 
here, how eager soever to be gone, or he should have 
left me dead in the halls. But now let one hasten 
to call hither the aged Dolius, my servant, whom my 
father gave me or ever I came hither, and who keeps 
my garden of many trees, that he may straightway 
go and sit by Laertes, and tell him of all these 
things. So haply may Laertes weave some plan in 
his heart, and go forth and with weeping make his 
plea to the people, who are minded to destroy his 
race and that of godlike Odysseus.” 

Then the good nurse Eurycleia answered her: 
“Dear lady, thou mayest verily slay me with the 
pitiless sword or let me abide in the house, yet will 
I not hide my word from thee. I knew all this, and 
gave him whatever he bade me, bread and sweet wine. 
But he took from me a mighty oath not to tell thee 
until at least the twelfth day should come, or thou 
shouldst thyself miss him and hear that he was gone, 
that thou mightest not mar thy fair flesh with weep- 
ing. But now bathe thyself, and take clean raiment 
for thy body, and then go up to thy upper chamber 
with thy handmaids and pray to Athene, the 
daughter of Zeus who bears the aegis ; for she may 
then save him even from death. And trouble not a 
troubled old man; for the race of the son of Arceisius 
is not, methinks, utterly hated by the blessed gods, 
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1 The word daimdvios properly means ‘‘ under the influence 
of a daiuwrv.” It is used in the vocative in cases where the 
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but there shall still be one, I ween, to hold the high- 
roofed halls and the rich fields far away.” 

So she spoke, and lulled Penelope’s laments, and 
made her eyes to cease from weeping. She then 
bathed, and took clean raiment for her body, and 
‘went up to her upper chamber with her handmaids, 
and placing barley grains in a basket prayed to 
Athene: % 

‘“ Hear me, child of Zeus who bears the aegis, 
unwearied one. If ever Odysseus, of many wiles, 
burnt to thee in his halls fat thigh-pieces of heifer 
or ewe, remember these things now, I pray thee, and 
save my dear son, and ward off from him the wooers 
in their evil insolence.” 

So saying she raised the sacred cry, and the god- 
dess heard her prayer. But the wooers broke into 
uproar throughout the shadowy halls, and thus 
would one of the proud youths speak : 

“ Aye, verily the queen, wooed of many, is pre- 
paring our marriage, nor does she know at all that 
death has been made ready for her son.” 

So would one of them speak; but they knew 
not how these things were to be. And Antinous 
addressed their company, and said : 

“ Good sirs,! shun haughty speech of every kind 
alike, lest someone report your speech even within 
the house. Nay come, in silence thus let us arise and 
put into effect our plan which pleased us one and 
all at heart.” 

So he spoke, and chose twenty men that were best, 
and they went their way to the swift ship and the 


person addressed is acting in some unaccountable or ill- 
omened way. Hence the tone varies from angry remonstrance 
to gentle expostulation, or even pity. 
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shore of the sea. The ship first of all they drew 
down to the deep water, and set the mast and sail in 
the black ship, and fitted the oars in the leathern 
thole-straps, all in due order, and spread the white 
sail. And proud squires brought them their weapons. 
Well out in the roadstead they moored the ship, 
and themselves disembarked. ‘There then they took 
supper, and waited till evening should come. 

But she, the wise Penelope, lay there in her 
upper chamber, touching no food, tasting neither 
meat nor drink, pondering whether her peerless son 
would escape death, or be slain by the insolent 
wooers. And even asa lion is seized with fear and 
broods amid a throng of men, when they draw their 
crafty ring about him, so was she pondering when 
sweet! sleep came upori her. And she sank back 
and slept, and all her joints relaxed. 

Then the goddess, flashing-eyed Athene, took 
other counsel. She made a phantom, and likened 
it in form to a woman, Iphthime, daughter of 
great-hearted Icarius, whom Kumelus wedded, whose 
home was in Pherae. And she sent it to the house 
of divine Odysseus, to Penelope in the midst of her 
wailing and lamenting, to bid her cease from weep- 
ing and tearful lamentation. So into the chamber 
it passed by the thong of the bolt, and stood above 
her head, and spoke to her, and said : 

“‘Sleepest thou, Penelope, thy heart sore stricken? 
Nay, the gods that live at ease suffer thee not to 
weep or be distressed, seeing that thy son is yet to 
return ; for in no wise is he a sinner in the eyes of 
the gods.” 

1 It seems certain that vjduuos has in all cases supplanted 
an original Fhdvuos = dts. See Buttmann, Lezxilogus, i. 
p. 179, and Merry’s note here. 
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Then wise Penelope answered her, as she slumbered 
very sweetly at the gates of dreams: 

“Why, sister, art thou come hither? Thou hast 
not heretofore been wont to come, for thou dwellest 
in a home far away. And thou biddest me cease 
from my grief and the many pains that distress me 
in mind and heart. Long since I lost my noble 
husband of the lion heart, pre-eminent in all manner 
of worth among the Danaans, my noble husband 
whose fame is wide in Hellas and mid-Argos. And 
now again my well-loved son is gone forth in a 
hollow ship, a mere child, knowing naught of toils 
and the gatherings of men. For him I sorrow even 
more than for that other, and tremble for him, and 
fear lest aught befall him, whether it be in the land 
of the men to whom he is gone, or on the sea. For 
many foes are plotting against him, eager to slay 
him before he comes back to his native land.” 

Then the dim phantom answered her, and said: 
“Take heart, and be not in thy mind too sore 
afraid ; since such a guide goes with him as men 
have full often besought to stand by their side, for 
she has power,—even Pallas Athene. And she pities 
thee in thy sorrow, for she it is that has sent me 
forth to tell thee this.” 

Then again wise Penelope answered her: “If 
thou art indeed a god, and hast listened to the 
voice of a god, come, tell me, I pray thee, also of 
that hapless one, whether he still lives and beholds 
the light of the sun, or whether he is already dead 
and in the house of Hades.” 

And the dim phantom answered her, and said: 
“Nay, of him I may not speak at length, whether 
he be alive or dead; it is an ill thing to speak 


words vain as wind.”’ 
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THE ODYSSEY, IV. 838-847 


So saying the phantom glided away by the bolt 
of the door into the breath of the winds. And the 
daughter of Icarius started up from sleep, and her 
heart was warmed with comfort, that so clear a 
vision had sped to her in the darkness! of night. 

But the wooers embarked, and sailed over the 
watery ways, pondering in their hearts utter murder 
for Telemachus. There is a rocky isle in the midst 
of the sea, midway between Ithaca and rugged 
Samos, Asteris, of no.great size, but therein is a 
harbour where ships may lie, with an entrance on 
either side. There it was that the Achaeans tarried, 
lying in wait for Telemachus. 


1 The word is of uncertain etymology, and its precise 
significance is doubtful. 
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Now Dawn arose from her couch from beside 
lordly Tithonus, to bear light to the immortals and 
to mortal men. And the gods were sitting down to 
council, and among them Zeus, who thunders on 
high, whose might is supreme. To them Athene 
was recounting the many woes of Odysseus, as she 
called them to mind; for it troubled her that he 
abode in the dwelling of the nymph: 

“Father Zeus, and ye other blessed gods that are 
forever, never henceforward let sceptred king with 
a ready heart be kind and gentle, nor let him heed 
righteousness in his mind; but let him ever be 
harsh, and work unrighteousness, seeing that no 
one remembers divine Odysseus of the people ~ 
whose lord he was; yet gentle was he as a father. 
He verily abides in an island suffering grievous 
pains, in the halls of the nymph Calypso, who keeps 
him perforce ; and he cannot return to his own land, 
for he has at hand no ships with oars and no com- 
rades to send him on his way over the broad back of 
the sea. And now again they are minded to slay 
his well-loved son on his homeward way; for he 
went in quest of tidings of his father to sacred 
Pylos and to goodly Lacedaemon.”’ 

Then Zeus, the cloud-gatherer, answered her, 
and said: “My child, what a word has escaped 
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the barrier of thy teeth! Didst thou not thyself 
devise this plan, that verily Odysseus might take 
vengeance on these men at his coming? But con- 
cerning Telemachus, do thou guide him in thy 
wisdom, for thou canst, that all unscathed he may 
reach his native land, and the wooers may come 
back in their ship baffled in their purpose.” 

He spoke, and said to Hermes, his dear son: 
“Hermes, do thou now, seeing that thou art at 
other times our messenger, declare to the fair- 
tressed nymph our fixed resolve, even the return 
of Odysseus of: the steadfast heart, that he may 
return with guidance neither of gods nor of 
mortal men, but that on a stoutly-bound raft, suf- 
fering woes, he may come on the twentieth day 
to deep-soiled Scheria, the land of the Phaeacians, 
who are near of kin to the gods. These shall heartily 
shew him all honour, as if he were a god, and shall 
send him in a ship to his dear native land, after 
giving him stores of bronze and gold and raiment, 
more than Odysseus would ever have won for him- 
self from Troy, if he had returned unscathed with 
his due share of the spoil. For in this wise it is his 
fate to see his friends, and reach his high-roofed 
house and his native land.” 

So he spoke, and the messenger, Argeiphontes, 
failed not to hearken. Straightway he bound beneath 
his feet his beautiful sandals, immortal, golden, which 
were wont to bear him over the waters of the sea 
and over the boundless land swift as the blasts of 
the wind. And he took the wand wherewith he 
lulls to sleep the eyes of whom he will, while others 
again he awakens even out of slumber. With this 
in his hand the strong Argeiphontes flew. On to 
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Pieria he stepped from the upper air, and swooped 
down upon the sea, and then sped over the wave 
like a bird, the cormorant, which in quest of fish 
over the dread gulfs of the unresting sea wets its 
thick plumage in the brine. In such wise did 
Hermes ride upon the multitudinous waves. But 
when he had reached the island which lay afar, 
then forth from the violet sea he came to land, and 
went his way until he came to a great cave, wherein 
dwelt the fair-tressed nymph; and he found her 
within. A great fire was burning on the hearth, 
and from afar over the isle there was a fragrance 
of cleft cedar and juniper, as they burned; but 
she within was singing with a sweet voice as she 
went to and fro before the loom, weaving with a 
golden shuttle. Round about the cave grew a 
luxuriant wood, alder and poplar and sweet-smelling 
cypress, wherein birds long of wing were wont to 
nest, owls and falcons and sea-crows with chattering 
tongues, who ply their business on the sea. And 
right there about the hollow cave ran trailing a 
garden vine, in pride of its prime, richly laden with 
clusters. And fountains four in a row were flowing 
with bright water hard by one another, turncd one 
this way, one that. And round about soft meadows 
of violets and parsley were blooming. There even 
an immortal, who chanced to come, might gaze and 
marvel, and delight his soul ; and there the messenger 
Argeiphontes stood and marvelled. But when he 
had marvelled in his heart at all things, straightway 
he went into the wide cave; nor did Calypso, the 
beautiful goddess, fail to know him, when she saw 
him face to face; for not unknown are the immortal 
gods to one another, even though one dwells in a 
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home far away. But the great-hearted Odysseus 
he found not within; for he sat weeping on the 
shore, as his wont hf been, racking his soul with 
tears and groans and griefs, and he would look over 
the unresting sea, shedding tears. And Calypso, 
the beautiful goddess, questioned Hermes, when 
she had made him sit on a bright shining chair : 

“Why, pray, Hermes of the golden wand, hast 
thou come, an honourable guest and welcome? 
Heretofore thou hast not been wont to come. Speak 
what is in thy mind; my heart bids me fulfil it, if 
fulfil it 1 can, and it is a thing that hath fulfilment. 
But follow me further, that I may set before thee 
entertainment.” 

So saying, the goddess set before him a table 
laden with ambrosia, and mixed the ruddy nectar. 
So he drank and ate, the messenger Argeiphontes. 
But when he had dined and satisfied his soul with food, 
then he made answer, and addressed her, saying: 

- “Thou, a goddess, dost question me, a god, upon my 
coming, and I will speak my word truly, since thou . 
biddest me. It was Zeus who bade me come hither 
against my will. Who of his own will would speed 
over so great space of salt sea-water, great past 
telling? Nor is there at hand any city of mortals 
who offer to the gods sacrifice and choice hecatombs. 
But it is in no wise possible for any other god to 
evade or make void the will of Zeus, who bears the 
aegis. He says that there is here with thee a man 
most wretched above all those warriors who around 
the city of Priam fought for nine years, and in the 
tenth year sacked the city and departed homeward. 
But on the way they sinned against Athene, and she 
sent upon them an evil wind and long waves. ‘There 
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all the rest of his goodly comrades perished, but as 
for him, the wind and the wave, as they bore him, 
brought him hither. Him now Zeus bids thee to 
send on his way with all speed, for it is not his fate 
to perish here far from his friends, but it is still his 
lot to see his friends and reach his high-roofed house 
and his native land.” 

So he spoke, and Calypso, the beautiful goddess, 
shuddered, and she spoke, and addressed him with 
winged words: “Cruel are ye, O ye gods, and quick 
to envy above all others, seeing that ye begrudge 
goddesses that they should mate with men openly, 
if any takes a mortal as her dear bed-fellow. Thus, 
when rosy-fingered Dawn took to herself Orion, ye 
gods that live at ease begrudged her, till in Ortygia 
chaste Artemis of the golden throne assailed him 
with her gentle! shafts and slew him. Thus too, 
when fair-tressed Demeter, yielding to her passion, 
lay in love with Iasion in the thrice-ploughed fallow 
land, Zeus was not long without knowledge thereof, 
but smote him with his bright thunder-bolt and slew 
him. And even so again do ye now begrudge me, 
O ye gods, that a mortal man should abide with me. 
Him I saved when he was bestriding the keel and 
all alone, for Zeus had smitten his swift ship with 
his bright thunder-bolt, and had shattered ? it in the 
midst of the wine-dark sea. There all the rest of 
his goodly comrades perished, but as for him, the 
wind and the wave, as they bore him, brought him 
hither. Him I welcomed kindly and gave him food, 


1 The phrase commonly denotes a painless death (so in iii. 
280). It is only here used of death sent by a wrathful god 
or goddess. 

2 Possibly “‘submerged ”; cf. vii. 250. 
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1 Line 157 (=83), omitted in many MSS., seems to have 
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and said that I would make him immortal and age- 
less all his days. But since it is in no wise possible 
for any other god to evade or make void the will of 
Zeus who bears the aegis, let him go his way, if Zeus 
thus orders and commands, over the unresting sea. 
But it is not I that shall give him convoy, for I have 
at hand no ships with oars and no men to send him 
on his way over the broad back of the sea. But with 
a ready heart will I give him counsel, and will hide 
naught, that all unscathed he may return to his 
native land.” 

Then again the messenger Argeiphontes answered 
her: “Even so send him forth now, and beware of 
the wrath of Zeus, lest haply he wax wroth and visit 
his anger upon thee hereafter.” 

So saying, the strong Argeiphontes departed, and 
the queenly nymph went to the great-hearted Odys- 
seus, when she had heard the message of Zeus. 
Him she found sitting on the shore, and his eyes 
were never dry of tears, and his sweet life was 
ebbing away, as he longed mournfully for his return, 
for the nymph was no longer pleasing in his sight. 
By night indeed he would sleep by her side perforce 
in the hollow caves, unwilling beside the willing 
nymph, but by day he would sit on the rocks and 
the sands, racking his soul with tears and groans and 
griefs, and he would look over the unresting sea, 
shedding tears. Then coming close to him, the 
beautiful goddess addressed him : 

“Unhappy man, sorrow no longer here, I pray 
thee, nor let thy life pine away; for even now with 
a ready heart will I send thee on thy way. Nay, 
come, hew with the axe long beams, and make a 


181 


HOMER 


evpeiav ayedinu: atap ixpia wheat em’ avTiis 
ig fal of / > , > / / 
uyov, OS TE peppew €1 jepoeidea TOVTOV. 
avTap éy@ otroy Kal bdwp Kal olvov €puO pov 165 
evOqow HEVOELKE , & Kev TOL ALpoV epvnot, 
eluata T audiécw: Tréuryw bé ToL odpov OTL Oep, 
&s Ke wan aoxnOns onv tatplba yaiav ixnat, 
Vv , 23 t \ ? ‘ > \ BA 
ai xe Oeot y €OéXwot, TOL OUPavoV EVpUY EXoVOLY, 
of wev déptepot elot vonoai Te Kphvat TE,” 170 
“Os hato, piynoev d€ moAvUTAas dios “Odvacevs, 
Kal pv povicas étea TTEpoEvTA Tpoanvea’ 
"AXXO Te 62) a, Ged, THdE pdeat, OVSE TL TOUT, 
Mh we KéNeat TYE TEpday péya aitwa Badacons, 
U cd) / \ ,’ »Q> 9» \ a bral 
delvov T apyadéov TE TO & ovd émi vies étoar 175 
@kUTOpoL TEPOwaLY, ayarropevat Aros ovpo. 
»O> A STN 7 t , > , 
ovo dv éywu aéxnte cé0ev oxedins EntBainv, 
el pur} poe TAaLNS Ye, Ded, péyav SpKov duoccaL 
, / ’ an fel \ i ” ” 
[Ln TL “Ol AUTO THua Kaxov Povdrevoepev arXo. 

“Os pao, eldnoev Ys Karvy dia Gedwv, 180 
Yelpl TE pul Karepetev & émos T epar ée T ovomater: 
«°H 67 ade pos y’ é€ool Kal ovK arropwa cidws, 
olov 61 Tov pv0ov érreppdaOns ayopevoat. 
lotw vov T0de yaa Kal ovpavos evpus UrepBe 
Kal TO KaTELBopevoy XTUYyOs Bdwp, 6 Os TE méeylaToS 185 
OpKos SenvoTaTos TE TENEL HaKdperor Geoic, 
py TL TOL AUTO se KAKOV Bovrevoepev aXXo. 

AAA TA pev VOewW Kal Ppdocopar, doo av €uot wep 

avTh undoimnr, STE we Ypel@ TOGOV ‘Kot 

Kal yap €“ol voos eatly évatorpos, ovdé por avTH —190 
’ 

Oupos évl atiOecat oLdrpeos, GAN €henuwv.” 

182 


| 
| 





THE ODYSSEY, V. 163-191 


broad raft, and fasten upon it cross-planks for a deck 
well above it, that it may bear thee over the misty 
deep. And I will place therein bread and water and 
red wine to satisfy thy heart, to keep hunger from 
thee. And I will clothe thee with raiment, and 
will send a fair wind behind thee, that all unscathed 
thou mayest return to thy native land, if it be the 
will of the gods who hold broad heaven; for they 
are mightier than I both to purpose and to fulfil.” 

So she spoke, and much-enduring goodly Odysseus 
shuddered, and he spoke, and addressed her with 
winged words: “Some other thing, goddess, art 
thou planning in this, and not my sending, seeing 
that thou biddest me cross on a raft the great gulf 
of the sea, dread and grievous, over which not even 
the shapely, swift-faring ships pass, rejoicing in 
the wind of Zeus. But I will not set foot on a raft 
in thy despite, unless thou, goddess, wilt bring thy- 
self to swear a mighty oath that thou wilt not plot 
against me any fresh mischief to my hurt.” 

So he spoke, but Calypso, the beautiful goddess, 
smiled, and stroked him with her hand, and spoke, 
and addressed him: “ Verily thou art a knave, and 
not stunted in wit, that thou hast bethought thee to 
utter such a word. Now therefore let earth be wit- 
ness to this, and the broad heaven above, and the 
down-flowing water of the Styx, which is the greatest 
and most dread oath for the blessed gods, that I will 
not plot against thee any fresh mischief to thy hurt. 
Nay, I have such thoughts in mind, and will give 
such counsel, as I should devise for mine own self, if 
such need should come on me. For I too have a 
mind that is righteous, and the heart in this breast 
of mine is not of iron, but hath compassion.” 


183 


HOMER 


“Os apa povicas nyoaro dia Oedwv 
KApTANi Los: 0 © émevta pet iyvia Baive Geoio. 
iEov bé om Etos yAadupov Geos no€ Kal avip, 
kat p' 6 pev &vOa Kabléber eri Opovov &vOev avéatn 195 
‘Eppeias, vuudn & éri0er mapa racav édwdyp, 
éxOew Kal Tivev, ola Bpotol avopes dover: 
avr) Oy ayTtov ifev "OSucaijos Beiowo, 
TH d€ Tap auBpooinv Su@al ral vexTap €Onxav. 
ol o ém’ ovela?’ érotua Tpoxeipeva xelpas tadXov. 200 
avTap érrel Tapmnoay edntvos 7O€ TOTHTOS, 
Tots apa wvOwy Apye Karuyo, dia Pedwv* 

« Atoyeves Aaeptedén, ToupnXay ’Odvaced, 
olTw 57) oixovee pirny és mat pida yatav 
avtixa viv eGéders lévar; ov d€ yaipe wal EuTrys. 205 
el ye bev eloeins oor ppecly boca To aica 
KnoE avaTAHoAL, piv marpisa yatav ixécOat, 
evOabe x’ ade peveov ouv epol T0de bapa furaacots 
adavaros a eins, (MELpOfLEVOS meEp (déa0at 
anv adoyov, THS T alev eéAOceat Huata TavTa. 210 
ov pév Onv Kelvns ye XEpelwv evyomuar elvat, 
ov démas ovd€ hunp, émel ov Tos ovdé Eouxev 
Ountas aBavatnot déuas Kal eidos épiferv.” 

Tip & amaperBojevos ™poaedn TOAUBNTES ‘Oduacets: 
“Tlorva dea, By {OL TOOE XwE0" oida Kal avtos 215 
TiuvTa “ar, ovvEexa aeEto epi pov IInveXorera 
eidos dxvdvorépn péyeD os az eloaVvTa idéoPau 
7 pev 14p Bporos € coTl, aud aBdvaros Kal a Npas. 
anrra Kal @s €Gé\w Kal eA Oopar Hywara wavTa 
oixade T END Enevat Kal vOoTMov Typeap idéc Oat. 220 
et 8 av TS painor Oedv é évl olvoTrL TOVTO, 

TAnTOmaL ev aTHOEToWw EXwV radatevbéa Oupov" 


184 


THE ODYSSEY, V. 192-222 


So saying, the beautiful goddess led the way 
quickly, and he followed in the footsteps of the 
goddess. And they came to the hollow cave, the 
goddess and the man, and he sat down upon the 
chair from which Hermes had arisen, and the nymph 
set before him all manner of food to eat and drink, 
of such sort as mortal men eat. But she herself sat 
over against divine Odysseus, and before her the 
handmaids set ambrosia and nectar. So they put 
forth their hands to the good cheer lying ready 
before them. But when they had had their fill of 
food and drink, Calypso, the beautiful goddess, was 
the first to speak, and said: 

“Son of Laertes, sprung from Zeus, Odysseus of 
many devices, would’st thou then fare now forthwith 
home to thy dear native land! Yet, even so fare 
thee well. Howbeit if in thy heart thou knewest 
all the measure of woe it is thy fate to fulfil before 
thou comest to thy native land thou wouldest abide 
here and keep this house with me, and wouldest be 
immortal, for all thy desire to see thy wife for whom 
thou longest day by day. Surely not inferior to her 
do I declare myself to be either in form or stature, 
for in no wise is it seemly that mortal women should 
vie with immortals in form or comeliness.” 

Then Odysseus of many wiles answered her, and 
said: “Mighty goddess, be not wroth with me for 
this. I know full well of myself that wise Penelope 
is meaner to look upon than thou in comeliness and 
in stature, for she is a mortal, while thou art immortal 
and ageless. But even so I wish and long day by day 
to reach my home, and to see the day of my return. 
And if again some god shall smite me on the wine- 
dark sea, I will endure it, having in my breast a 
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heart that endures affliction. For ere this I have 
suffered much and toiled much amid the waves and 
in war; let this also be added unto that.” 

So he spoke, and the sun set and darkness came 
on. And the two went into the innermost recess of 
the hollow cave, and took their joy of love, abiding 
each by the other’s side. 

As soon as early Dawn appeared, the rosy-fingered, 
straightway Odysseus put on a cloak and a tunic, 
and the nymph clothed herself in a long white robe, 
finely woven and beautiful, and about her waist she 
cast a fair girdle of gold, and on her head a veil 
above. Then she set herself to plan the sending of 
the great-hearted Odysseus. She gave him a great 
axe, well: fitted to his hands, an axe of bronze, 
sharpened on both sides; and in it was a beautiful 
handle of olive wood, securely fastened; and there- 
after she gave him a polished adze. Then she led 
the way to the borders of the island where tall 
trees were standing, alder and poplar and fir, reach- 
ing to the skies, long dry and’well-seasoned, which 
would float for him lightly. But when she had 
shewn him where the tall trees grew, Calypso, the 
beautiful goddess, returned homewards, but he fell 
to cutting timbers, and his work went forward apace. | 
Twenty trees im all did he fell, and trimmed them 
with the axe; then he cunningly smoothed them all 
and made them straight to the line. Meanwhile 
Calypso, the beautiful goddess, brought him augers ; 
and he bored all the pieces and fitted them to one 
another, and with pegs and morticings did he hammer 
it together. Wide as a man well-skilled in carpentry 
marks out the curve of the hull of a freight-ship, 
broad of beam, even so wide did Odysseus make his 
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raft. And he set up the deck-beams, bolting them 
to the close set ribs, and laboured on; and he 
finished the raft with long gunwales. In it he seta 
mast and a yard-arm, fitted to it, and furthermore 
made him a steering-oar, wherewith to steer. Then he 
fenced in the whole from stem to stern with willow 
withes to be a defence against the wave, and strewed 
much brush thereon.t Meanwhile Calypso, the 
beautiful goddess, brought him cloth to make him a 
sail, and he fashioned that too with skill. And he 
made fast in the raft braces and halyards and sheets, 
and then with levers forced it down into the bright 
sea. 

Now the fourth day came and all his work was 
done. And on the fifth the beautiful Calypso sent 
him on his way from the island after she had bathed 
him and clothed him in fragrant raiment. On the 
raft the goddess put a skin of dark wine, and another, 
a great one, of water, and provisions, too, in a wallet. 
Therein she put abundance of dainties to satisfy his 
heart, and she sent forth a gentle wind and warm. 
Gladly then did goodly Odysseus spread his sail to 
the breeze; and he sat and guided his raft skilfully 
with the steering-oar, nor did sleep fall upon his 
eyelids, as he watched the Pleiads, and late-setting 
Bootes, and the Bear, which men also call the Wain, 
which ever circles where it is and watches Orion, 
and alone has no part in the baths of Ocean. For 
this star Calypso, the beautiful goddess, had bidden 
him to keep on the left hand as he sailed over the 
sea. For seventeen days then he sailed over the 

1 The precise meaning of the phrase is uncertain. The 
scholiast assumed that it meant ‘‘ threw in much ballast,” but 


this seems impossible. Ameis thinks that the tan was to 
afford Odysseus a comfortable bed. 4 Possibly ‘ rollers.” 
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sea, and on the eighteenth appeared the shadowy 
mountains of the land of the Phaeacians, where it lay 
nearest to him; and it shewed like unto a shield in 
the misty deep. 

But the glorious Earth-shaker, as he came back 
from the Ethiopians,! beheld him from afar, from the 
mountains of the Solymi: for Odysseus was seen of 
him sailing over the sea; and he waxed the. more 
wroth in spirit, and shook his head, and thus he 
spoke to his own heart: 

“QOut on it! Surely the gods have changed their 
purpose regarding Odysseus, while I was among the 
Ethiopians. And lo, he is near to the land of the 
Phaeacians, where it is his fate to escape from the 
great bonds of the woe which has come upon him. 
Aye, but even yet, methinks, I shall drive him to 
surfeit of evil.” 

So saying, he gathered the clouds, and seizing his 
trident in his hands troubled the sea, and roused all 
blasts of all manner of winds, and hid with clouds 
land and sea alike; and night rushed down from 
heaven. Together the East Wind and the South 
Wind dashed, and the fierce-blowing West Wind and 
the North Wind, born in the bright heaven, rolling 
before him a mighty wave. Then were the knees of 
Odysseus loosened and his heart melted, and deeply 
moved he spoke to his own mighty spirit : 

“ Ah me, wretched that Iam! What is to befall 
me at the last? I fear me that verily all that the 
goddess said was true, when she declared that on the 
sea, before ever I came to my native land, I should 
fill up my measure of woes; and lo, all this now is 
being brought to pass. In such wise does Zeus over- _ 
east the broad heaven with clouds, and has stirred 

1 See i. 21 f. 
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up the sea, and the blasts of all manner of winds 
sweep upon me; now is my utter destruction sure. 
Thrice blessed those Danaans, aye, four times blessed, 
who of old perished in the wide land of Troy, doing 
the pleasure of the sons of Atreus. Even so would 
that I had died and met my fate on that day when 
the throngs of the Trojans hurled upon me bronze- 
tipped spears, fighting around the body of the dead 
son of Peleus. Then should I have got funeral rites, 
and the Achaeans would have spread my fame, but 
now by a miserable death was it appointed me to be 
cut off.” 

Even as thus he spoke the great wave smote him 
from on high, rushing upon him with terrible might, 
and around it whirled his raft. Far from the raft he 
fell, and let fall the steering-oar from his hand; but 
his mast was broken in the midst by the fierce blast 
of tumultuous winds that came upon it, and far in 
the sea sail and yardarm fell. As for him, long time 
did the wave hold him in the depths, nor could he 
rise at once from beneath the onrush of the mighty 
wave, for the garments which beautiful Calypso had 
given him weighed him down. At length, how- 
ever, he came up, and spat forth from his mouth 
the bitter brine which flowed in streams from his 
head. Yet even so he did not forget his raft, in evil 
case though he was, but sprang after it amid the 
waves, and laid hold of it, and sat down in the midst 
of it, seeking to escape the doom of death; and a 
great wave ever bore the raft this way and that along 
its course. As whenin autumn the North Wind bears 
the thistle-tufts over the plain, and close they cling 
to one another, so did the winds bear the raft this 
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way and that over the sea. Now the South Wind 
would fling it to the North Wind to be driven on, 
and now again the East Wind would yield it to the 
West Wind to drive. 

But the daughter of Cadmus, Ino of the fair 
ankles, saw him, even Leucothea, who of old was a 
mortal of human speech, but now in the deeps of the 
sea has won a share of honour from the gods. She 
was touched with pity for Odysseus, as he wandered 
and was in sore travail, and she rose up from the 
deep like a sea-mew on the wing, and sat on the 
stoutly-bound raft, and spoke, saying : 

“ Unhappy man, how is it that Poseidon, the earth- 
shaker, has conceived such furious wrath against 
thee, that he is sowing for thee the seeds of many 
evils? Yet verily he shall not utterly destroy thee 
for all his rage. Nay, do thou thus; and methinks 
thou dost not lack understanding. Strip off these 
garments, and leave thy raft to be driven by the 
winds, but do thou swim with thy hands and so 
strive to reach the land of the Phaeacians, where it is 
thy fate to escape. Come, take this veil, and stretch 
it beneath thy breast. It is immortal; there is no 
fear that thou shalt suffer aught or perish. -But 
when with thy hands thou hast laid hold of the land, 
loose it from thee, and cast it into the wine-dark sea 
far from the land, and thyself turn away.” 

So saying, the goddess gave him the veil, and 
herself plunged again into the surging deep, like a 
sea-mew; and the dark wave hid her. Then the 
much-enduring, goodly Odysseus pondered, and 
deeply moved he spoke to his own mighty spirit : 

“Woe is me! Let it not be that some one of the 
immortals is again weaving a snare for me, that she 
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bids me leave my raft. Nay, but verily I will not 
yet obey, for afar off mine eyes beheld the land, 
where she said 1 was to escape. But this will I 
do, and meseems that this is best: as long as the 
timbers hold firm in their fastenings, so long will 
I remain here and endure to suffer affliction; but 
when the wave shall have shattered the raft to 
pieces, I will swim, seeing that there is naught 
better to devise.” 

While he pondered thus in mind and heart, Posei- 
don, the earth-shaker, made to rise up a great wave, 
dread and grievous, arching over from above, and 
drove it upon him. And as when a strong wind 
tosses a heap of straw that is dry, and some it scat- 
ters here, some there, even so the wave scattered 
the long timbers of the raft. But Odysseus bestrode 
one plank, as though he were riding a horse, and 
stripped off the garments which beautiful Calypso 
had given him. Then straightway he stretched the 
veil beneath his breast, and flung himself headlong 
into the sea with hands outstretched, ready to swim. 
And the lord, the earth-shaker, saw him, and he 
shook his head, and thus he spoke to his own 
heart : 

“So now, after thou hast suffered many ills, go 
wandering over the deep, till thou comest among 
the folk fostered of Zeus. Yet even so, methinks, 
thou shalt not make any mock at thy suffering.” 

So saying, he lashed his fair-maned horses, and 
came to Aegae, where is his glorious palace. 

But Athene, daughter of Zeus, took other counsel. 
She stayed the paths of the other winds, and bade 
them all cease and be lulled to rest; but she roused 
the swift North Wind, and broke the waves before 
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him, to the end that Zeus-born Odysseus might come 
among the Phaeacians, lovers of the oar, escaping 
from death and the fates. 

Then for two nights and two days he was driven 
about over the swollen waves, and full often his heart 
forboded destruction. But when fair-tressed Dawn 
brought to its birth the third day, then the wind 
ceased and there was a windless calm, and he caught 
sight of the shore close at hand, casting a quick 
glance forward, as he was raised up by a great wave. 
And even as when most welcome to his children 
appears the life of a father who lies in sickness, 
bearing grievous pains, long while wasting away, and 
some cruel god assails him, but then to their joy 
the gods free him from his woe, so to Odysseus did 
the land and the wood seem welcome; and he swam 
on, eager to set foot on the land. But when he was 
as far away as a man’s voice carries when he shouts, 
and heard the boom of the sea upon the reefs—for 
the great wave thundered against the dry land, 
belching upon it in terrible fashion, and all things 
were wrapped in the foam of the sea; for there were 
neither harbours where ships might ride, nor road- 
steads, but projecting headlands, and reefs, and cliffs 
—then the knees of Odysseus were loosened and his 
heart melted, and deeply moved he spoke to his own 
mighty spirit : 

“Ah me, when Zeus has at length granted me to see 
the land beyond my hopes, and lo, I have prevailed 
to cleave my way and to cross this gulf, nowhere 
doth there appear a way to come forth from the grey 
sea. For without are sharp crags, and around them 
the wave roars foaming, and the rock runs up sheer, 
and the water is deep close in shore, so that in no 
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wise is it possible to plant both feet firmly and escape 
ruin. Haply were I to seek to land, a great wave 
may seize me and dash me against the jagged rock, 
and so shall my striving be in vain. But if I swim 
on yet further in hope to find shelving beaches! and 
harbours of the sea, I fear me lest the storm-wind 
may catch me up again, and bear me, groaning 
heavily, over the teeming deep; or lest some god 
may even send forth upon me some great monster 
from out the sea—and many such does glorious 
Amphitrite breed. For I know that the glorious 
Earth-shaker is filled with wrath against me.”’ 

While he pondered thus in mind and heart, a great 
wave bore him against the rugged shore. There 
would his skin have been stripped off and his bones 
broken, had not the goddess, flashing-eyed Athene, 
put a thought in his mind. On he rushed and seized 
the rock with both hands, and clung to it, groaning, 
until the great wave went by. Thus then did he 
escape this wave, but in its backward flow it once 
more rushed upon him and smote him, and flung him 
far out in the sea. And just as, when a cuttlefish is 
dragged from its hole, many pebbles cling to its 
suckers, even so from his strong hands were bits of 
skin stripped off against the rocks; and the great 
wave covered him. Then verily would hapless Odys- 
seus have perished beyond his fate, had not flashing- 
eyed Athene given him prudence. Making his way 
forth from the surge where it belched upon the 
shore, he swam outside, looking ever toward the 
land in hope to find shelving beaches and harbours 
of the sea. But when, as he swam, he came to the 
mouth of a fair-flowing river, where seemed to him 





1 Possibly ‘‘ shores that take the waves aslant.” 
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the best place, since it was smooth of stones, and 
besides there was shelter from the wind, he knew 
the river as he flowed forth, and prayed to him in 
his heart: 

“Hear me, O king, whosoever thou art. As to 
one greatly longed-for! do I come to thee, seeking 
to escape from out the sea from the threats of 
Poseidon. Reverend even in the eyes of the im- 
mortal gods is that man who comes as a wanderer, 
even as I have now come to thy stream and to 
thy knees, after many toils. Nay, pity me,O king, 
for I declare that I am thy suppliant.” 

So he spoke, and the god straightway stayed his 
stream, and checked the waves, and made a calm 
before him, and brought him safely to the mouth of 
the river. And he let his two knees bend and his 
strong hands fall, for his spirit was crushed by the 
sea. And all his flesh was swollen, and sea water 
flowed in streams up through his mouth and nostrils. 
So he lay breathless and speechless, with scarce 
strength to move; for terrible weariness had come 
upon him. But when he revived, and his spirit re- 
turned again into his breast, then he loosed from him 
the veil of the goddess and let it fall into the river 
that murmured seaward ; and the great wave bore it 
back down the stream, and straightway Ino received 
it in her hands. But Odysseus, going back from the 
river, sank down in the reeds and kissed the earth, 
the giver of grain; and deeply moved he spoke to 
his own mighty spirit : 

“Ah, woe is me! what is to befall me? What 
will happen to me at the last? If here in the river 
bed I keep watch throughout the weary night, I fear 


1 Or, ‘‘to whom many prayers are made.” 


203 


HOMER 


un pw’ dpvdes oti Bn te Kakn Kal OArus eépan 
€& odynmerins daudon Kexadnota Ovpudv: 
avpn 8 é€x totapod Wuxp)) mvéer 7OOL Tpd. 
> hd > ‘ > \ \ / ov 
ei O€ Kev és KALTDY avaBas Kal SacK.ov bAHV 
Odpvors €v TuKWoict KaTabpaba, el we weOEin 
piyos Kal Kdpatos, yAuKEpos S€é pou Urvos éTéXON, 
deidw, 7) Onpecow EdXwp Kai KUppa yévopat.” 

a wv e / / / 3 

Qs dpa ot dpovéovte Sodccato Képouov eivac: 
Bi p’ twev els DANY? THY dé cYEdOV VdaTos Evpev 
’ / \ > 7 Oe e. / , 
ev jTepipaivopévew: Sovovs © ap vmrndrvOe Odpvous, 
€& ouodev mepva@tas: 6 yey huArins, o & édains. 
TOUS ev Ap’ OUT avéuwy Sian pévos Uypov aévTwr, 
ovTe ToT HéALOS haéOwy axtiow EBarrev, 
oT OuBpos TEepaacke SiapTrepés’ Hs dpa muKvoL 
aAAnroLow Epuy étrapotBadis: ods Um Odvaceds 
dvceT. adap 8 evvyy émapnoato yepot didnow 
evpelav PUAN@Y yap Env YUaLs ALLOA TOAAN, 
daaov 7 He Svw Hé TpEls avdpas épvcbat 
w@pn XEtmepin, et Kal uwada wep YareTraivot. 
Thy ev Lowy ynOnoe TodUTAAS dios ‘Odvacers, 


év 8° dpa pécon ExTo, yUow S éreyevato PvAXNOv. 


ws 8 bre Tis Saddv orrodiH evéxpute wedaivn 
aypovd én’ éaxXaTins, © p17) Tapa yeiToves aNXoL, 

, \ / icé / BA BA 
omépua Tupos cwlwy, iva un Tobey AXXOOEV avou, 


ds “Oduceds PvdrAXoot KarXvWato: TO 8 ap ’AOnvy 


wv a? / 
Uirvov én 9Ueadcl XEu , iva blv TAUCELE TANLOTAaA 
/ 
dua Troveéos Kapuatoto pita Brépap’ audixarvrw as. 


204 


470 


475 


480 


485 


490 








| 
| 


| 





THE ODYSSEY, V. 467-493 


that together the bitter frost and the fresh dew may 
overcome me, when from feebleness I have breathed 
forth my spirit; and the breeze from the river blows 
cold in the early morning. But if I climb up the 
slope to the shady wood and lie down to rest in the 
thick brushwood, in the hope that the cold and 
weariness might leave me, and if sweet sleep comes 
over me, I fear me lest I become a prey and spoil 
to wild beasts.” 

Then, as he pondered, this thing seemed to him 
the better: he went his way to the wood and found 
it near the water in a clear space; and he crept 
beneath two bushes that grew from the same spot, 
one of thorn and one of olive. Through these the 
strength of the wet winds could never blow, nor the 
rays of the bright sun beat, nor could the rain pierce 
through them, so closely did they grow, intertwining 
one with the other. Beneath these Odysseus crept 
and straightway gathered with his hands a broad 
bed, for fallen leaves were there in plenty, enough 
to shelter two men or three in winter time, however 
bitter the weather. And the much-enduring goodly 
Odysseus saw it, and was glad, and he lay down in 
the midst, and heaped over him the fallen leaves. 
And as a man hides a brand beneath the dark 
embers in an outlying farm, a man who has no neigh- 
bours, and so saves a seed of fire, that he may not 
have to kindle it from some other source, so Odysseus 
covered himself with leaves. And Athene shed sleep 
upon his eyes, that it might enfold his lids and 
speedily free him from toilsome weariness. 
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BOOK VI 


So he lay there asleep, the much-enduring goodly 
Odysseus, overcome with sleep and weariness; but 
Athene went to the land and city of the Phaeacians. 
These dwelt of old in spacious Hypereia hard by the 
Cyclopes, men overweening in pride who plundered 
them continually and were mightier than they. 
From thence Nausithous, the godlike, had removed 
them, and led and settled them in Scheria far from 
men that live by toil. About the city he had drawn 
a wall, he had built houses and made temples for 
the gods, and divided the ploughlands; but he, ere 
now, had been stricken by fate and had gone to the 
house of Hades, and Alcinous was now king, made 
wise in counsel by the gods. To his house went 
the goddess, flashing-eyed Athene, to contrive the 
return of great-hearted Odysseus. She went to a 
chamber, richly wrought, wherein slept a maiden 
like the immortal goddesses in form and comeliness, 
Nausicaa, the daughter of great-hearted Alcinous ; 
hard by slept two hand-maidens, gifted with beauty 
by the Graces, one on either side of the door-posts, 
and the bright doors were shut. 

But like a breath of air the goddess sped to the 
couch of the maiden, and stood above her head, and 
spoke to her, taking the form of the daughter of 
Dymas, famed for his ships, a girl who was of like 
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age with Nausicaa, and was dear to her heart. 
Likening herself to her, the flashing-eyed Athene 
spoke and said: 

“Nausicaa, how comes it that thy mother bore 
thee so heedless? Thy bright raiment is lying un- 
cared for; yet thy marriage is near at hand, when 
thou must needs thyself be clad in fair garments, 
and give other such to those who escort thee. It is 
from things like these, thou knowest, that good 
report goeth up among men, and the father and 
honoured mother rejoice. Nay, come, let us go to 
wash them at break of day, for I will follow with 
thee to aid thee, that thou mayest with speed make 
thee ready ; for thou shalt not long remain a maiden. 
Even now thou hast suitors in the land, the noblest 
of all the Phaeacians, from whom is thine own line- 
age. Nay, come, bestir thy noble father early this 
morning that he make ready mules and a waggon 
for thee, to bear the girdles and robes and bright 
coverlets. And for thyseif, too, it is far more seemly 
to go thus than on foot, for the washing tanks are 
far from the city.” 

So saying, the goddess, flashing-eyed Athene, 
departed to Olympus, where, they say, is the abode 
of the gods that stands fast forever. Neither is it 
shaken by winds nor ever wet with rain, nor does 
snow fall upon it, but the air is outspread clear and 
cloudless, and over it hovers a radiant whiteness. 
Therein the blessed gods are glad all their days, and 
thither went the flashing-eyed one, when she had 
spoken all her word to the maiden. 

At once then cany 
Nausicaa of the bea 
marvelled at her dre 
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THE ODYSSEY, VI. 51-76 


to tell her parents, her father dear and her mother; 
and she found them both within. The mother sat 
at the hearth with her handmaidens, spinning the 
yarn of purple dye, and her father she met as he was 
going forth to join the glorious kings in the place of 
council, to which the lordly Phaeacians called him. 
But she came up close to her dear father, and said: 

“ Papa dear, wilt thou not make ready for me a 
waggon, high and stout of wheel, that I may take to 
the river for washing the goodly raiment of mine 
which is lying here soiled? Moreover for thyself it 
is seemly that when thou art at council with the 
princes thou shouldst have clean raiment upon thee; 
and thou hast five sons living in thy halls—two are 
wedded, but three are sturdy bachelors—and these 
ever wish to put on them freshly-washed raiment, 
when they go to the dance. Of all this must I take 
thought.” 

So she spoke, for she was ashamed to name glad- 
some ! marriage to her father ; but he understood all, 
and answered, saying: “ Neither the mules do I be- 
grudge thee, my child, nor aught beside. Go thy 
way; the slaves shall make ready for thee the 
waggon, high and stout of wheel and fitted with a 
box above.” ? 

With this he called to the slaves, and they 
hearkened. Outside the palace they made ready the 
light-running mule waggon, and led up the mules and 
yoked them to it; and the maiden brought from her 
chamber the bright raiment, and placed it upon the 
polished car, while her mother put in a chest food ot 

1 Possibly ‘‘fruitful”; cf. xx. 743; Il. ii. 53. 

2 Presumably with a body above the running-gear, not 
a mere Sippos. Others assume that bmeptep{n denotes an 
“awning.” 
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all sorts to satisfy the heart. Therein she put dain- 
ties, and poured wine in a goat-skin flask; and the 
maiden mounted upon the waggon. Her mother 
gave her also soft olive oil in a flask of gold, that she 
and her maidens might have it for the bath. Then 
Nausicaa took the whip and the bright reins, and 
smote the mules to start them; and there was a 
clatter of the mules as they sped on amain, bearing 
the raiment and the maiden; neither went she alone, 
for with her went her handmaids as well. 

Now when they came to the beautiful streams of the 
river, where were the washing tanks that never failed 
—for abundant clear water welled up from beneath 
and flowed over, to cleanse garments however soiled 
—there they loosed the mules from under the wag- 
gon and drove them along the eddying river to graze 
on the honey-sweet water-grass, and themselves took 
in their arms the raiment from the waggon, and bore 
it into the dark water, and trampled it in the trenches, 
busily vying each with each. Now when they had 
washed the garments, and had cleansed them of all 
the stains, they spread them out in rows on the shore 
of the sea where the waves dashing against the land 
washed the pebbles cleanest; and they, after they 
had bathed and anointed themselves richly with oil, 
took their meal on the river's banks, and waited for 
the clothing to dry in the bright sunshine. Then 
when they had had their joy of food, she and her 
handmaids, they threw off their head-gear and fell to 
playing at ball,and white-armed Nausicaa was leader 
in the song.! And even as Artemis, the archer, roves 
over the mountains, along the ridges of lofty Tajgetus 
or Erymanthus, joying in the pursuit of boars and 


1 They sing while tossing the ball to one another. 
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THE ODYSSEY, VI. 105-133 


swift deer, and with her sport the wood-nymphs, the 
daughters of Zeus who bears the aegis, and Leto is 
glad at heart—high above them all Artemis holds 
her head and brows, and easily may she be known, 
though all are fair—so amid her handmaidens shone 
the maid unwed. 

But when she was about to yoke the mules, and 
fold the fair raiment, in order to return homeward, 
then the goddess, flashing-eyed Athene, took other 
counsel, that Odysseus might awake and see the fair- 
faced maid, who should lead him to the city of the 
Phaeacians. So then the princess tossed the ball to 
one of her maidens; the maiden indeed she missed, 
but cast it into a deep eddy, and thereat they cried 
aloud, and goodly Odysseus awoke, and sat up, and 
thus he pondered in mind and heart : 

“Woe is me! to the land of what mortals am I 
now come? Are they cruel, and wild, and unjust? 
or do they love strangers and fear the gods in their 
thoughts? There rang in my ears a cry as of 
maidens, of nymphs who haunt the towering peaks 
of the mountains, the springs that feed the rivers, 
and the grassy meadows! Can it be that I am some- 
where near men of human speech? Nay, I will 
myself make trial and see.” 

So saying the goodly Odysseus came forth from 
beneath the bushes, and with his stout hand he 
broke from the thick wood a leafy branch, that he 
might hold it about him and hide therewith his 
nakedness. Forth he came like a mountain-nurtured 
lion trusting in his might, who goes forth, beaten 
with rain and wind, but his two eyes are ablaze: 
into the midst of the kine he goes, or of the sheep, 
or on the track of the wild deer, and his belly bids 
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1 This metaphorical use of @aAos and, e.g., épyos is very 
common: see ig xxii. 87; xviii. 56, and cf Psulms exliv. 12. 
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him go even into the close-built fold, to make an 
attack upon the flocks. Even so Odysseus was about 
to enter the company of the fair-tressed maidens, 
naked though he was, for need had come upon him. 
But terrible did he seem to them, all befouled with 
brine, and they shrank in fear, one here, one there, 
along the jutting sand-spits. Alone the daughter of 
Alcinous kept her place, for in her heart Athene put 
courage, and took fear from her limbs. She fled not, 
but stood and faced him; and Odysseus pondered 
whether he should clasp the knees of the fair-faced 
maid, and make his prayer, or whether, standing 
apart as he was, he should beseech her with gentle 
words, in hope that she might show him the city 
and give him raiment. And, as he pondered, it 
seemed to him better to stand apart and beseech her 
with gentle words, lest the maiden’s heart should be 
wroth with him if he clasped her knees; so straight- 
way he spoke a gentle word and crafty: 

“T beseech thee, O queen,—a goddess art thou, 
or art thou mortal? If -thou art a goddess, one 
of those who hold broad heaven, to Artemis, the 
daughter of great Zeus, do | liken thee most nearly 
in comeliness and in stature and in form. But if 
thou art one of mortals who dwell upon the earth, 
thrice-blessed then are thy father and thy honoured 
mother, and thrice-blessed thy brethren. Full well, 
I ween, are their hearts ever warmed with joy 
because of thee, as they see thee entering the 
dance, a plant! so fair. But he again is blessed in 
heart above all others, who shall prevail with his 
gifts of wooing and lead thee to his home. For 
“That our sons may be as plants”; and Isaiah v. 7, ‘‘ For 
the vineyard of the Lord of Hosts is the house of Israel, and 


the men of Judah his pleasant plant.” 
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never yet have mine eyes looked upon a mortal 
such as thou, whether man or woman; amazement 
holds me as I look on thee. Of a truth in Delos 
once I saw such a thing, a young shoot of a palm 
springing up beside the altar of Apollo—for thither, 
too, I went, and much people followed with me, 
on that journey on which evil woes were to be 
my portion ;—even so, when I saw that, I marvelled 
long at heart, for never yet did such a tree spring 
up from the earth. And in like manner, lady, do 
I marvel at thee, and am amazed, and fear greatly 
to touch thy knees; but sore grief has come upon 
me. Yesterday, on the twentieth day, I escaped 
from the wine-dark sea, but ever until then the 
wave and the swift winds bore me from the island 
of Ogygia; and now fate has cast me ashore here, 
that here too, haply, I may suffer some ill. For not 
yet, methinks, will my troubles cease, but the gods 
ere that will bring many to pass, Nay, O queen, 
have pity ; for it is to thee first that I am come after 
many grievous toils, and of the others who possess 
this city and land I know not one. Shew me the 
city, and give me some rag to throw about me, if 
thou hadst any wrapping for the clothes when 
thou camest hither. And for thyself, may the 
gods grant thee all that thy heart desires; a 
husband and a home may they grant thee, and 
oneness of heart—a goodly gift. For nothing is 
greater or better than this, Whén man and wife 
dwell in a home in one accord, a great grief to their 
foes and a joy to their friends; but they know it! 
best themselves.”’ 


1 Lit. ‘they hear.” This use of kAvw is quite without 
parallel. 
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Then white-armed Nausicaa answered him: 
“Stranger, since thou seemest to be neither an 
evil man nor a witless, and it is Zeus himself, the 
Olympian, that gives happy fortune to men, both to 
the good and the evil, to each man as he will; so 
to thee, I ween, he has given this lot, and thou 
must in any case endure it. But now, since thou 
hast come to our city and land, thou shalt not lack 
clothing or aught else of those things which befit 
a sore-tried suppliant when he cometh in the way. 
The city will | shew thee, and will tell thee the 
name of the people. The Phaeacians possess this city 
and land, and I am the daughter of great-hearted 
Alcinous, upon whom depend the might and power 
of the Phaeacians.” 

She spoke, and called to her fair-tressed hand- 
maids: “Stand, my maidens. Whither do ye flee 
at the sight of a man? Ye do not think, surely, 
that he is an enemy? That mortal man lives not, 
or exists! nor shall ever be born who shall come 
to the land of the Phaeacians as a foeman, for we 
are very dear to the immortals. Far off we dwell in 
the surging sea, the furthermost of men, and no other 
mortals have dealings with us. Nay, this is some 
hapless wanderer that has come hither. Him must 
we now tend; for from Zeus are all strangers and 
beggars, and a gift, though small, is welcome. 
Come, then, my maidens, give to the stranger food 
and drink, and bathe him in the river in a spot 
where there is shelter from the wind.” 

So she spoke, and they halted and called to each 
other. Then they set Odysseus in a_ sheltered 

1 The doubtful word d:epds is here taken to mean “living” 
(Aristarchus, 6 ¢@v). In ix. 43 d:ep@ must be a different 
word, 
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place, as Nausicaa, the daughter of great-hearted 
Alcinous, bade, and beside him they put a cloak and 
a tunic for raiment, and gave him soft olive oil in the 
flask of gold, and bade him bathe in the streams 
of the river. Then among the maidens spoke goodly 
Odysseus: ‘“ Maidens, stand yonder apart, that by 
myself I may wash the brine from my _ shoulders, 
and anoint myself with olive oil; for of a truth it 
is long since oil came near my skin. But in your 
presence will I not bathe, for I am ashamed to make 
me naked in the midst of fair-tressed maidens.” 

So he said, and they went apart and told the 
princess. But with water from the river goodly 
Odysseus washed from his skin the brine which 
clothed his back and broad shoulders, and from 
his head he wiped the scurf of the unresting sea. 
But when he had washed his whole body and 
anointed himself with oil, and had put on him the 
raiment which the unwedded maid had given him, 
then Athene, the daughter of Zeus, made him taller 
to look upon and mightier, and from his head she 
made the locks to flow in curls like unto the hyacinth 
flower. And as when a man overlays silver with 
gold, a cunning workman whom Hephaestus and 
Pallas Athene have taught all manner of craft, and 
full of grace is the work he produces, even so the 
goddess shed grace upon his head and shoulders. 
Then he went apart and sat down on the shore of 
the sea, gleaming with beauty and grace; and the 
damsel marvelled at him, and spoke to her fair- 
tressed handmaids, saying : 

“ Listen, white-armed maidens, that I may say 
somewhat. Not without the will of all the gods 
who hold Olympus does this man come among the 
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godlike Phaeacians. Before he seemed to me un- 
couth, but now he is like the gods, who hold broad 
heaven. Would that a man such as he might be 
called my husband, dwelling here, and that it might 
please him here to remain. But come, my maidens; 
give to the stranger food and drink.” 

So she spoke, and they readily hearkened and 
obeyed, and set before Odysseus food and drink. 
Then verily did the much-enduring goodly Odysseus 
drink and eat, ravenously; for long had he been 
without taste of food. 

But the white-armed Nausicaa took other counsel. 
She folded the raiment and put it in the fair waggon, 
and yoked the stout-hoofed mules, and mounted the 
car herself. Then she hailed Odysseus, and spoke 
and addressed him: ‘ Rouse thee now, stranger, to 
go to the city, that I may escort thee to the house 
of my wise father, where, I tell thee, thou shalt 
come to know all the noblest of the Phaeacians. 
Only do thou thus, and, methinks, thou dost not 
lack understanding: so long as we are passing 
through the country and the tilled fields of men 
go thou quickly with the handmaids behind the 
mules and the waggon, and I will lead the way. 
But when we are about to enter the city, around 
which runs a lofty wall,—a fair harbour lies on either 
side of the city and the entrance is narrow, and 
curved ships are drawn up along the road, for they 
al] have stations for their ships, each man one for 
himself. There, too, is their place of assembly about 
the fair temple of Poseidon, fitted with huge! stones 
set deep in the earth. Here the men are busied 


1 Lit. ‘drawn thither,” or, according to others, “quarried.” 
cf. xiv. 10. 
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with the tackle of their black ships, with cables and 
sails, and here they shape the thin oar-blades. For 
the Phaeacians care not for bow or quiver, but for 
masts and oars of ships, and for the shapely ships, 
rejoicing in which they cross over the grey sea. It 
is their ungentle speech that I shun, lest hereafter 
some man should taunt me, for indeed there are 
insolent folk in the land, and thus might some 
baser fellow say, should he meet us: ‘ Who is this 
that follows Nausicaa, a comely man and tall, a 
stranger? Where did she find him? He will 
doubtless be a husband for her. Haply she has 
brought from his ship some wanderer of a folk that 
dwell afar—for none are near us—or some god, 
long prayed-for, has come down from heaven in 
answer to her prayers, and she will have. him as her 
husband all her days. Better so, even if she- has 
herself gone forth and found a husband from another 
people ; for of a truth she scorns the Phaeacians here 
in the land, where she has wooers many and noble!’ 
So will they say, and this would become a reproach 
tome. Yea, I would myself blame another maiden 
who should do such thing, and in despite of her 
dear father and mother, while yet they live, should 
consort with men before the day of open marriage. 
Nay, stranger, do thou quickly hearken to my words, 
that with all speed thou mayest win from my father 
an escort and a return to thy land. Thou wilt find 
a goodly grove of Athene hard by the road, a grove 
of poplar trees. In it a spring wells up, and round 
about isa meadow. There is my father’s park and 
fruitful vineyard, as far from the city as a man’s 
voice carries when he shouts. Sit thou down there, 
and wait for a time, until we come to the city and 
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1 Lines 313-5 are omitted in many MSS.; cf. vii. 75-7. 
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THE ODYSSEY, VI. 296-325 


reach the house of my father. But when thou 
thinkest that we have reached the house, then do 
thou go to the city of the Phaeacians and ask for 
the house of my father, great-hearted Alcinous. 
Easily may it be known, and a child could guide 
thee, a mere babe; for the houses of the Phaeacians 
are no wise built of such sort as is the palace of the 
lord Alcinous. But when the house and the court 
enclose thee, pass quickly through the great hall, 
till thou comest to my mother, who sits at the hearth 
in the light of the fire, spinning the purple yarn, a 
wonder to behold, leaning against a pillar, and her 
handmaids sit behind her. There, too, leaning against 
the selfsame pillar, is set the throne of my father, 
whereon he sits and quaffs his wine, like unto an 
immortal. Him pass thou by, and cast thy hands 
about my mother’s knees, that thou mayest quickly 
see with rejoicing the day of thy return, though 
thou art come from never so far. If in her sight 
thou dost win favour, then there is hope that thou 
wilt see thy friends, and return to thy well-built house 
and unto thy native land.” 

So saying, she smote the mules with the shining 
whip, and they quickly left the streams of the river. 
Well did they trot, well did they ply their ambling 
feet,! and she drove with care that the maidens and 
Odysseus might follow on foot, and with judgment 
did she ply the lash. Then the sun set, and they 
came to the glorious grove, sacred to Athene. There 
Odysseus sat him down, and straightway prayed to 
the daughter of great Zeus : “ Hear me, child of aegis- 
bearing Zeus, unwearied one. Hearken now to my 
prayer, since aforetime thou didst not hearken when 

1 The word wAlccovro is doubtless connected with rAékw, 
but the rendering should not be made too specific. 
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I was smitten, what time the glorious Earth-shaker 
smote me. Grant that I may come to the Phaeacians 
as one to be welcomed and to be pitied.’ 

So he spoke in prayer, and Pallas Athene heard 
him; but she did not yet appear to him face to 
face, for she feared her father’s brother; but he 
furiously raged against godlike Odysseus, until at 
length he reached his own land. 
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BOOK VII 


So he prayed there, the much-enduring goodly 
Odysseus, while the two strong mules bore the 
maiden to the city. But when she had come to 
the glorious palace of her father, she halted the 
mules at the outer gate, and her brothers thronged 
about her, men like the immortals, and loosed the 
mules from the waggon, and bore the raiment 
within; and she herself went to her chamber. There 
a fire was kindled for her by her waiting-woman, 
Eurymedusa, an aged dame from Apeiré. Long ago 
the curved ships had brought her from Apeiré, and 
men had chosen her from the spoil as a gift of 
honour for Alcinous, for that he was king over all 
the Phaeacians, and the people hearkened to him 
as toa god. She it was who had reared the white- 
armed Nausicaa in the palace, and she it was who 
kindled the fire for her, and made ready her supper 
in the chamber. 

Then Odysseus roused himself to go to the city, 
and Athene, with kindly purpose, cast about him 
a thick mist, that no one of the great-hearted 
Phaeacians, meeting him, should speak mockingly 
to him, and ask him who he was. But when he 
was about to enter the lovely city, then the goddess, 
flashing-eyed Athene, met him in the guise of a 
young maiden carrying a pitcher, and she stood before 
him; and goodly Odysseus questioned her, saying : 
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“My child, couldst thou not guide me to the 
house of him they call Alcinous, who is lord among 
the people here? For I am come hither a stranger 
sore-tried from afar, from a distant country; where- 
fore I know no one of the people who possess this 
city and land.”’ 

Then the goddess, flashing-eyed Athene, answered 
him: “ Then verily, Sir stranger, I will shew thee 
the palace as thou dost bid me, for it lies hard 
by the house of my own noble father. Only go 
thou quietly, and I will lead the way. But turn not 
thine eyes upon any man nor question any, for the 
men here endure not stranger-folk, nor do they give 
kindly welcome to him who comes from another 
land. They, indeed, trusting in the speed of their 
swift ships, cross over the great gulf of the sea, 
for this the Earth-shaker has granted them; and 
their ships are swift as a bird on the wing or as 
a thought.” 

So speaking, Pallas Athene led the way quickly, 
and he followed in the footsteps of the goddess. 
And as he went through the city in the midst of 
them, the Phaeacians, famed for their ships, took 
no heed of him, for fair-tressed Athene, the dread 
goddess, would not suffer it, but shed about him 
a wondrous mist, for her heart was kind toward him. 
And Odysseus marvelled at the harbours and the 
stately ships, at the meeting-places where the heroes 
themselves gathered, and the walls, long and high 
and crowned with palisades, a wonder to behold. 
But when they had come to the glorious palace of 
the king, the goddess, flashing-eyed Athene, was 
the first to speak, saying: 

“Here, Sir stranger, is the house which thou 
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didst bid me shew to thee, and thou wilt find the 
kings, fostered of Zeus, feasting at the banquet. Go 
thou within, and let thy heart fear nothing; for a 
bold man is better in all things, though he be a 
stranger from another land. The queen shalt thou 
approach first in the palace; Arete is the name by 
which she is called, and she is sprung from the same 
line as is the king Alcinous. Nausithous at the first 
was born from the earth-shaker Poseidon and Peri- 
boea, the comeliest of women, youngest daughter of 
great-hearted Eurymedon, who once was king over 
the insolent Giants. But he brought destruction 
on his froward people, and was himself destroyed, 
But with Periboea lay Poseidon and begat a son, 
great-hearted Nausithous, who ruled over the Phae- 
acians ; and Nausithous begat Rhexenor and Alcinous. 
Rhexenor, when as yet he had no son, Apollo of the 
silver bow smote in his hall, a bridegroom though 
he was, and he left only one daughter, Arete. Her 
Alcinous made his wife, and honoured her as no 
other woman on earth ts honoured, of all those who 
in these days direct their households in subjection 
to their husbands ; so heartily is she honoured, and 
has ever been, by her children and by Alcinous 
himself and by the people, who look upon her as upon 
a goddess, and greet her as she goes through the 
city. For she of herself is no wise lacking in good 
understanding, and for the women! to whom she 
has good will she makes an end of strife even 
among their husbands. If in her sight thou dost 
win favour, then there is hope that thou wilt see thy 
friends, and return to thy high-roofed house and unto 
thy native land.” 


1 Or, reading ols, ‘‘settles the quarrels of those to whom 
she has good will, even though they be men.” 
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1 There stood upon the Acropolis of Athens in very ancient 
days a temple dedicated jointly to Athene and Erectheus. 

7 A blue enamel, or glass paste, imitating lapis lazuli. 
Fragments of this have been found at Tiryns. 
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So saying, flashing-eyed Athene departed over 
the unresting sea, and left lovely Scheria. She 
came to Marathon and broad-wayed Athens, and 
entered the well-built house of Erectheus;! but 
Odysseus went to the glorious palace of Alcinous. 
There he stood, and his heart pondered much before 
he reached the threshold of bronze; for there was 
a gleam as of sun or moon over the high-roofed 
house of great-hearted Alcinous. Of bronze were 
the walls that stretched this way and that from the 
threshold to the innermost chamber, and around 
was a cornice of cyanus.?, Golden were the doors 
that shut in the well-built house, and doorposts 
of silver were set in a threshold of bronze. Of 
silver was the lintel above, and of gold the handle. 
On either side of the door there stood gold and 
silver dogs, which Hephaestus had fashioned with 
cunning skill to guard the palace of great-hearted 
Alcinous ; immortal were they and ageless all their 
days.§ Within, seats were fixed along the wall on 
either hand, from the threshold to the innermost 
chamber, and on them were thrown robes of soft 
fabric, cunningly woven, the handiwork of women. 
On these the leaders of the Phaeacians were wont 
to sit drinking and eating, for they had unfailing 
store. And golden youths stood on_ well-built 
pedestals, holding lighted torches in their hands 
to give light by night to the banqueters in the hall. 
Ana fifty slave-women he had in the house, of 
whom some grind the yellow grain on the mill- 
stone, and others weave webs, or, as‘ they sit, twirl 


% The dogs, though wrought of gold and _ silver, are 
thought of as alive. The Phaeacians dwell in fairy- 
land. 
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1 Said with reference to their restless activity. 
* The reference is probably to the use of a wash to give a 
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the yarn, like unto the leaves! of a tall poplar tree; 
and from the closely-woven linen the soft olive oil 
drips down.? For as the Phaeacian men are skilled 
above all others in speeding a swift ship upon the sea, 
so are the women cunning workers at the loom, for 
Athene has given to them above all others skill 
in fair handiwork, and an understanding heart. 
But without the courtyard, hard by the door, is a 
great orchard of four acres,? and a hedge runs about 
it on either side. Therein grow trees, tall and 
luxuriant, pears and pomegranates and apple-trees 
with their bright fruit, and sweet figs, and luxuriant 
olives. Of these the fruit perishes not nor fails in 
winter or in summer, but lasts throughout the year ; 
and ever does the west wind, as it blows, quicken to 
life some fruits, and ripen others; pear upon pear 
waxes ripe, apple upon apple, cluster upon cluster, 
and fig upon fig. There, too, is his fruitful vine- 
yard planted, one part of which, a warm spot on 
level ground, is being dried in the sun, while other 
grapes men are gathering, and others, too, they are 
treading; but in front are unripe grapes that are 
shedding the blossom, and others that are turning 
purple. There again, by the last row of the vines, 
grow trim garden beds of every sort, blooming the 
year through, and therein are two springs, one of 
which sends its water throughout all the garden, 
while the other, over against it, flows beneath the 
threshold of the court toward the high house; from 
this the townsfolk drew their water. Such were the 
glorious gifts of the gods in the palace of Alcinous. 
gloss to the linen. Others assume the meaning to be that 
the linen is so closely woven that oil will not soak through it. 
3 The word appears to mean a stretch of four days’ 
(mornings’) ploughing. 
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There the much-enduring goodly Odysseus stood 
and gazed. But when he had marvelled in his heart 
at all things, he passed quickly over the threshold 
into the house. There he found the leaders and 
counsellors of the Phaeacians pouring libations from 
their cups to the keen-sighted Argeiphontes, to 
whom they were wont to pour the wine last of all, 
when they were minded to go to their rest. But 
the much-enduring goodly Odysseus went. through 
the hall, wrapped in the thick mist which Athene 
had shed about him, till he came to Arete and to 
Alcinous the king. About the knees of Arete 
Odysseus cast his hands, and straightway the 
wondrous mist melted from him, and a hush fell 
upon all that were in the room at sight of the man, 
and they marvelled as they looked upon him. But 
Odysseus made his prayer : 

«Arete, daughter of godlike Rhexenor, to thy 
husband and to thy knees am I come after many 
toils—aye and to these banqueters, to whom may 
the gods grant happiness in life, and may each of 
them hand down to his children the wealth in his 
halls, and the dues of honour which the people have 
given him. But for me do ye speed my sending, 
that 1 may come to my native land, and_ that 
quickly ; for long time have I been suffering woes 
far from my friends.” 

So saying he sat down on the hearth in the ashes 
by the fire, and they were all hushed in silence. 
But at length there spoke among them the old lord 
Echeneiis, who was an elder among the Phaeacians, 
well skilled in speech, and understanding all the 
wisdom of old. He with good intent addressed the 
assembly, and said: “ Alcinous, lo, this is not the 
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better way, nor is it seemly, that a stranger should 
sit upon the ground on the hearth in the ashes; 
but these others hold back waiting for thy word. 
Come, make the stranger to arise, and set him upon 
a silver-studded chair, and bid the heralds mix wine, 
that we may pour libations also to Zeus, who hurls 
the thunderbolt; for he ever attends upon reverend 
suppliants. And let the housewife give supper to 
the stranger of the store that is in the house.” 

When the strong and mighty Alcinous heard this, 
he took by the hand Odysseus, the wise and crafty- 
minded, and raised him from the hearth, and set 
him upon a bright chair from which he bade his 
son, the kindly! Laodamas, to rise ; for he sat next to 
him, and was his best beloved. Then a handmaid 
brought water for the hands in a fair pitcher of gold, 
and poured it over a silver basin, for him to wash, 
and beside him drew up a polished table. And 
the grave housewife brought and set before him 
bread, and therewith dainties in abundance, giving 
freely of her store. So the much-enduring goodly 
Odysseus drank and ate; and then the mighty 
Alcinous spoke to the herald, and said : 

« Pontonous, mix the bowl, and serve wine to all 
in the hall, that we may pour libations also to Zeus, 
who hurls the thunderbolt ; for he ever attends upon 
reverend suppliants.” 

He spoke, and Pontonous mixed the honey- 
hearted wine, and served out to all, pouring first 
drops for libation into the cups. But when they 
had poured libations, and had drunk to their heart’s 
content, Alcinous addressed the assembly, and 
spoke among them: 


1 The word is commonly rendered ‘‘ valiant.” 
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“ Hearken to me, leaders and counsellors of the 
Phaeacians, that I may say what the heart in my 
breast bids me. Now that ye have finished your 
feast, go each of you to his house to rest. But in 
the morning we will call more of the elders together, 
and will entertain the stranger in our halls and offer 
goodly victims to the gods. After that we will take 
thought also of his sending, that without toil or 
pain yon stranger may under our sending, come to his 
native land speedily and with rejoicing, though he 
come from never so far. Nor shall he meanwhile 
suffer any evil or harm, until he sets foot upon his 
own land; but thereafter he shall suffer whatever 
Fate and the dread Spinners spun with their thread 
for him at his birth, when his mother bore him. But 
if he is one of the immortals come down from heaven, 
then is this some new thing which the gods are 
planning ; for ever heretofore have they been wont 
to appear to us in manifest form, when we sacrifice 
to them glorious hecatombs, and they feast among 
us, sitting even where we sit. Aye, and if one of 
us as a lone wayfarer meets them, they use no con- 
cealment, for we are of near kin to them, as are the 
Cyclopes and the wild tribes of the Giants,” 

Then Odysseus of many wiles answered him, and 
said: ‘ Alcinous, far from thee be that thought ; 
for I am not like the immortals, who hold broad 
heaven, either in stature or in form, but like mortal 
men. Whomsoever ye know among men who 
bear greatest burden of woe, to them might I liken 
myself in my sorrows. Yea, and I could tell a yet 
longer tale of all the evils which I have endured by 
the will of the gods. But as for me, suffer me now 
to eat, despite my grief; for there is nothing more 
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shameless than a hateful belly, which bids a man 
perforce take thought thereof, be he never so sore 
distressed and laden with grief at heart, even as 
I, too, am laden with grief at heart, yet ever does 
my belly bid me eat and drink, and makes me forget 
all that I have suffered, and commands me to eat 
my fill. But do ye make haste at break of day, 
that ye may set me, hapless one, on the soil of my 
native land, even after my many woes. Yea, let 
life leave me, when I have seen once more my 
possessions, my slaves, and my great high-roofed 
house.” 

So he spoke, and they all praised his words, and 
bade send the stranger on his way, since he had 
spoken fittingly. Then when they had poured 
libations, and had drunk to their heart's content, 
they went each man to his home, to take their rest, 
and goodly Odysseus was left behind in the hall, 
and beside him sat Arete and godlike Alcinous ; and 
the handmaids cleared away the dishes of the feast. 
Then white-armed Arete was the first to speak ; for, 
as she saw it, she knew his fair raiment, the mantle 
and tunic, which she herself had wrought with her 
handmaids. And she spoke, and addressed him 
with winged words: 

“ Stranger, this question will I myself ask thee 
first. Who art thou among men, and from whence ? 
Who gave thee this raiment? Didst thou not say 
that thou camest hither wandering over the sea?” 

Then Odysseus of many wiles answered her, and 
said: “ Hard were it, O queen, to tell to the end 
the tale of my woes, since full many have the 
heavenly gods given me. But this will I tell thee, 
of which thou dost ask and enquire. There is an 
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isle, Ogygia, which lies far off in the sea. Therein 
dwells the fair-tressed daughter of Atlas, guileful 
Calypso, a dread goddess, and with her no one either 
of gods or mortals hath aught to do; but me in my 
wretchedness did fate bring to her hearth alone, 
for Zeus had smitten my swift ship with his bright 
thunderbolt, and had shattered it in the midst of 
the wine-dark sea. There all the rest of my trusty 
comrades perished, but I clasped in my arms the 
keel of my curved ship and was borne drifting for 
nine days, and on the tenth black night the gods 
brought me to the isle, Ogygia, where the fair- 
tressed Calypso dwells, a dread goddess. She took 
me to her home with kindly welcome, and gave me 
food, and said that she would make me immortal 
and ageless all my days; but she could never per- 
suade the heart in my breast. There for seven years’ 
space I remained continually, and ever with my tears 
would I wet the immortal raiment which Calypso 
gave me. But when the eighth year came in circling 
course, then she roused me and bade me go, either be- 
cause of some message from Zeus, or because her own 
mind was turned. And she sent me on my way on 
a raft, stoutly bound, and gave me abundant store of 
bread and sweet wine, and clad me in immortal 
raiment, and sent forth a gentle wind and warm. 
So for seventeen days I sailed over the sea, and on 
the eighteenth appeared the shadowy mountains of 
your land ; and my heart was glad, ill-starred that I 
was; for verily I was yet to have fellowship with 
great woe, which Poseidon, the earth-shaker, sent 
upon me. For he stirred up the winds against me and 
stayed my course, and wondrously roused the sea, 
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nor would the wave suffer me to be borne upon my, 
raft, as I groaned ceaselessly. My raft indeed the 
storm shattered, but by swimming I clove my way 
through yon gulf of the sea, until the wind and the 
waves, as they bore me, brought me to your shores. 
There, had I sought to land, the waves would have 
hurled me upon the shore, and dashed me against 
the great crags and a cheerless place, but I gave 
way, and swam back until I came to a river, where 
seemed to me the best place, since it was smooth of 
rocks, and besides there was shelter from the wind. 
Forth then I staggered, and sank down, gasping for 
breath, and immortal night came on. Then I went 
forth from the heaven-fed river, and lay down to 
sleep in the bushes, gathering leaves about me ; and 
a god shed over me infinite sleep. So there among 
the leaves I slept, my heart sore stricken, the whole 
night through, until the morning and until midday ; 
and the sun turned to his setting! ere sweet sleep 
released me. Then I saw the handmaids of thy 
daughter on the shore at play, and amid them was 
she, fair as the goddesses. To her I made my 
prayer; and she in no wise failed in good under- 
standing, to do as thou wouldst not deem that one 
of younger years would do on meeting thee; for 
younger folk are ever thoughtless. She gave bread 
in plenty and flaming wine, and bathed me in the 
river, and gave me this raiment. In this, for all my 
sorrows, have I told thee the truth.”’ 

Then in turn Alcinous answered him, and said: 
“Stranger, verily my daughter was not minded 

1 In thus rendering defAeto I have attempted to meet the 
difficulty that most of the events recorded in Book VI. occur 


in the interval between the waking of Odysseus and the 
actual setting of the sun. Hence dvcero is impossible. 
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aright in this, that she did not bring thee to our 
house with her maidens. Yet it was to her first that 
thou didst make thy prayer.” 

Then Odysseus of many wiles answered him, and 
said : “ Prince, rebuke not for this, I pray thee, thy 
blameless daughter. She did indeed bid me follow 
with her maidens, but I would not for fear and 
shame, lest haply thy heart should darken with 
wrath as thou sawest it; for we are quick to anger, 
we tribes of men upon the earth.” 

And again Alcinous answered him, and said: 
“Stranger, not such is the heart in my breast, to 
be filled with wrath without a cause. Better is due 
measure in all things. I would, O father Zeus, and 
Athene and Apollo, that thou, so goodly a man, and 
like-minded with me, wouldst have my daughter to 
wife, and be called my son, and abide here; a house 
and possessions would I give thee, if thou shouldst 
choose to remain, but against thy will shall no one of 
the Phaeacians keep thee; let not that be the will 
of father Zeus. But as for thy sending, that thou 
mayest know it surely, I appoint a time thereto, 
even the morrow. Then shalt thou lie down, over- 
come by sleep, and they shall row thee over the 
calm sea until thou comest to thy country and thy 
house, or to whatsoever place thou wilt, aye though 
it be even far beyond Euboea, which those of our 
people who saw it, when they carried fair-haired 
Rhadamanthus to visit Tityus, the son of Gaea, say 
is the furthest of lands. Thither they went, and 
without toil accomplished their journey, and on the 
selfsame day came back home. So shalt thou, too, 
know for thyself how far my ships are the best, and 
my youths at tossing the brine with the oar-blade.” 
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So said he, and the much-enduring goodly 
Odysseus was glad; and he spoke in prayer, and 
said: “ Father Zeus, grant that Alcinous may bring 
to pass all that he has said. So shall his fame be 
unquenchable over the earth, the giver of grain, 
and I shall reach my native land.” 

Thus they spoke to one another, and white-armed 
Arete bade her maidens place a bedstead under 
cover of the portico, and to lay on it fair blankets of 
purple, and to spread thereover coverlets, and on 
these to put fleecy cloaks for clothing. So they 
went forth from the hall with torches in their hands. 
But when they had busily spread the stout-built 
bedstead, they came to Odysseus, and called to him, 
and said: “ Rouse thee now, stranger, to go to thy 
rest; thy bed is made.” 

Thus they spoke, and welcome did it seem to him 
to lay him down to sleep. So there he slept, the 
much-enduring goodly Odysseus, on the corded 
bedstead under the echoing portico. But Alcinous 
lay down in the inmost chamber of the lofty house, 
and beside him lay the lady his wife, who had 
strewn the couch. 
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As soon as early Dawn appeared, the rosy-fingered, 
the strong and mighty Alcinous rose from his couch, 
and up rose also Zeus-born Odysseus, the sacker of 
cities. And the strong and mighty Alcinous led the 
way to the place of assembly of the Phaeacians, 
which was builded for them hard by their ships. 
Thither they came and sat down on the polished 
stones close by one another ; and Pallas Athene went 
throughout the city, in the likeness of the herald of 
wise Alcinous, devising a return for great-hearted 
Odysseus. To each man’s side she came, and spoke 
and said : 

« Hither now, leaders and counsellors of the Phae- 
acians, come to the place of assembly, that you may 
learn of the stranger who has newly come to the 
palace of wise Alcinous after his wanderings over 
the sea, and in form is like unto the immortals.” 

So saying she roused the spirit and heart of each 
man, and speedily the place of assembly and the 
seats were filled with men that gathered. And many 
marvelled at the sight of the wise son of Laertes, for 
wondrous was the grace that-Athene shed upon his 
head and shoulders; and she made him taller and 
sturdier to behold, that he might be welcomed by all 
the Phaeacians, and win awe and reverence, and 
might accomplish the many feats wherein the Phaea- 
cians made trial of Odysseus. Now when they were 
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assembled and met together, Alcinous addressed 
their assembly and spoke among them: 

“ Hearken to me, leaders and counsellors of the 
Phaeacians, that I may speak what the heart in my 
breast bids me. This stranger—I know not who he 
is—has come to my house in his wanderings, whether 
from men of the east or of the west. He urges 
that he be sent on his way, and prays for assur- 
ance, and Jet us on our part, as of old we were wont, 
speed on his sending; for verily no man soever 
who comes to my house, abides here long in sorrow 
for lack of sending. Nay come, let us draw a black 
ship down to the bright sea for her first voyage, and 
let men choose two and fifty youths from out the 
people, even those that have heretofore been the 
best. And when you have all duly lashed the oars 
to the thole-pins,! go ashore, and then go your way 
to my house, and prepare a feast with speed; and I 
will provide bountifully for all. To the youths this 
is my command, but do you others, the sceptred 
kings, come to my fair palace, that we may entertain 
yon stranger in the halls; and let no man say me 
nay. And summon hither the divine minstrel, 
Demodocus; for to him above all others has the god 
granted skill in song, to give delight in whatever 
way his spirit prompts him to sing.” 

So saying, he led the way, and the sceptred kings 
followed him, while a herald went for the divine 
minstrel. And chosen youths, two and fifty, went, 
as he bade, to the shore of the unresting sea. And 
when they had come down to the ship and to the 
sea, they drew the black ship down to the deep 
water, and placed the mast and sail in the black 


1 Or ‘‘ cowing-benches,” as commonly. 
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1 Line 58 is omitted in most MSS. 
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ship, and fitted the oars in the leathern thole-straps, 
all in due order, and spread the white sail. Well 
out in the roadstead they moored the ship, and then 
went their way to the great palace of the wise Alci- 
nous. Filled were the porticoes and courts and rooms 
with the men that gathered, for many there were, 
both young and old. For them Alcinous slaughtered 
twelve sheep, and eight white-tusked boars, and two 
oxen of shambling gait. These they flayed and 
dressed, and made ready a goodly feast. 

Then the herald drew near, leading the good 
minstrel, whom the Muse loved above all other men, 
and gave him both good and evil; of his sight she 
deprived him, but gave him the gift of sweet song. 
For him Pontonous, the herald, set a silver-studded 
chair in the midst of the banqueters, leaning it 
against a tall pillar, and he hung the clear-toned _ 
lyre from a peg close above his head, and showed 
him how to reach it with his hands. And beside 
him he placed a basket and a beautiful table, and a 
cup of wine, to drink when his heart should bid him. 
So they put forth their hands to the good cheer _ 
lying ready before them. But when they had put 
from them the desire of food and drink, the Muse 
moved the minstrel to sing of the glorious deeds of 
warriors, from that lay the fame whereof had then 
reached broad heaven, even the quarrel of Odysseus 
and Achilles, son of Peleus, how once they strove 
with furious words at a rich feast of the gods, and 
Agamemnon, king of men, was glad at heart that 
the best ot the Achaeans were quarrelling ; for thus 
Phoebus Apollo, in giving his response, had told him 
that it should be, in sacred Pytho, when he passed 
over the threshold of stone to enquire of the oracle. 
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For then the beginning of woe was rolling upon 
Trojans and Danaans through the will of great Zeus. 

This song the famous minstrel sang; but Odysseus 
grasped his great purple cloak with his stout hands, 
and drew it down over his head, and hid his comely 
face; for he had shame of the Phaeacians as he let 
fall tears from beneath his eyebrows. Yea, and as 
often as the divine minstrel ceased his singing, 
Odysseus would wipe away his tears and draw the 
cloak from off his head, and taking the two-handled 
cup would pour libations to the gods. But as often 
as he began again, and the nobles of the Phaeacians 
bade him sing, because they took pleasure in his lay, 
Odysseus would again cover his head and moan. 
Now from all the rest he concealed the tears that he 
shed, but Alcinous alone marked him and took heed, 
for he sat by him, and heard him groaning heavily. 
And straightway he spoke among the Phaeacians, 
lovers of the oar: 

“ Hear me, ye leaders and counsellors of the Phae- 
acians, already have we satisfied our hearts with the 
equal banquet and with the lyre, which is the com- 
panion of the rich feast. But now let us go forth, 
and make trial of all manner of games, that yon 
stranger may tell his friends, when he returns home, 
how far we excel other men in boxing and wrestling 
and leaping and in speed of foot.” 

So saying, he led the way, and they followed him. 
From the peg the herald hung the clear-toned lyre, 
and took Demodocus by the hand, and led him forth 
from the hall, guiding him by the self-same road by 
which the others, the nobles of the Phaeacians, had 
gone to gaze upon the games. They went their way 
to the place of assembly, and with them went a 
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1 This rendering of vicca is given by Agar (Homerica, 
pp. 115 ff.). The word is generally taken to denote the 
“scratch,” not the turning-point, and the line is then 
rendered; ‘* The course was stretched (laid out) from the 
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great throng, past counting ; and up rose many noble 
youths. There rose Acroneiis, and Ocyalus, and Ela- 
treus, and Nauteus, and Prymneus, and Anchialus, 
and Eretmeus, and Ponteus, and Proreus, Thoon and 
Anabesineiis, and Amphialus, son of Polyneiis, son of 
Tecton ; and up rose also Euryalus, the peer of man- 
destroying Ares, the son of Naubolus, who in come- 
liness and form was the best of all the Phaeacians 
after peerless Laodamas; and up rose the three sons 
of noble Alcinous, Laodamas, and Halius, and god- 
like Clytoneiis. These then first made trial in the 
foot-race : a course was marked out for them from 
the turning point,! and they all sped swiftly, raising 
the dust of the plain; but among them noble Clyto- 
neiis was far the best at running, and by as far as is 
the range? of a team of mules in fallow land, by so 
far he shot to the front and reached the host, and 
the others were left behind. Then they made trial 
of toilsome wrestling, and here in turn Euryalus 
excelled all the princes. And in leaping Amphialus 
was best of all, and with the discus again far the 
best of all was Elatreus, and in boxing Laodamas, 
the good son of Alecinous. But when the hearts of 
all had taken pleasure in the contests, Laodamas, 
the son of Alcinous, spoke among them: 

“Come, friends, let us ask yon stranger whether 
he knows and has learned any contests. In build, 
surely, he is no mean man, in thighs and calves, and 
in his two arms above, his stout neck, and his great 
might. In no wise does he lack aught of the 
strength of youth, but he has been broken by many 
starting-point,” or ‘‘From the start their running was 
strained to the utmost.” 

2 The word probably denotes the length of the furrow cut 
before a turn was made, 
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troubles. For to my mind there is naught worse 
than the sea to confound a man, be he never so 
strong.” 

And Euryalus in turn answered him, and said: 
“ Laodamas, this word of thine is right fitly spoken. 
Go now thyself and challenge him, and make known 
thy word.” 

Now when the good son of Alcinous heard this he 
came and took his stand in the midst and spoke to 
Odysseus: ‘Come, Sir stranger, do thou, too, make 
trial of the contests, if thou knowest any; and it 
must be that thou knowest contests, for there is no 
greater glory for a man so long as he lives than that 
which he achieves by his own hands and his feet. Nay, 
come, make trial, and cast away care frém thy heart. 
Thy journey shall no more be long delayed, nay, 
even now thy ship is launched and the crew is 
ready.” 

Then Odysseus of many wiles answered him, and 
said: “ Laodamas, why do ye mock me with this 
challenge? Sorrow is in my mind far more than 
contests, seeing that in time past I have suffered 
much and toiled much, and now I sit in the midst 
of your assembly, longing for my return home, and 
making my prayer to the king and to all the people.” 

Then again Euryalus made answer and taunted 
him to his face: “ Nay verily, stranger, for I do not 
liken thee to a man that is skilled in contests, such 
as abound among men, but to one who, faring to and 
fro with his benched ship, is a captain of sailors who 
are merchantmen, one who is mindful of his freight, 
and has charge of a home-borne cargo, and the 
gains of his greed. ‘Thou dost not look like an 
athlete.” 
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Then with an angry glance from beneath his brows 
Odysseus of many wiles answered him: “Stranger, 
thou hast not spoken well; thou art as one blind with 
folly. So true is it that the gods do not give gracious 
gifts to all alike, not form nor mind nor eloquence. 
For one man is inferior in comeliness, but the god 
sets a crown! of beauty upon his words, and men 
look upon him with delight, and he speaks on un- 
falteringly with sweet modesty, and is conspicuous 
among the gathered people, and as he goes through 
the city men gaze upon him as upon a god. Another 
again is in comeliness like the immortals, but no 
crown of grace is set about his words. So, in thy 
case, thy comeliness is preéminent, nor could a 
god himself mend it, but in mind thou art stunted. 
Thou hast stirred the spirit in my breast by speaking 
thus unmannerly. IJ am not unskilled in sports as 
thou pratest, nay, methinks I was among the first so 
long as I trusted in my youth and in my hands. 
But now I am bound by suffering and pains; for 
much have I endured in passing through wars of 
men and the grievous waves. But even so, though 
I have suffered much, I will make trial of the 
contests, for thy word has stung me to the heart, 
and thou hast provoked me with thy speech.” 

He spoke, and, leaping up with his cloak about 
him as it was, seized a discus larger than the rest 
and thick, no little heavier than those with which 
the Phaeacians were wont to contend one with 
another. This with a whirl he sent from his stout 
hand, and the stone hummed as it flew; and down 
they crouched to the earth, the Phaeacians of the 


1 grépw does not of itself mean ‘‘ crown,” but the meaning 
here is fixed by vs. 175. 
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long oars, men famed for their ships, beneath the 
rush of the stone. Past the marks of all it flew, 
speeding lightly from his hand, and Athene, in the 
likeness of a man, set the mark, and she spoke and 
addressed him: 

«Even a blind man, stranger, could distinguish 
this mark, groping for it with his hands, for it is in no 
wise confused with the throng of the others, but is 
far the first. Be thou of good cheer for this bout 
at least: no one of the Phaeacians will reach this, or 
cast beyond it.” 

So she spoke, and the much-enduring goodly 
Odysseus was glad, rejoicing that he saw a true 
friend in the lists. Then with a lighter heart he 
spoke among the Phaeacians : 

“Reach this now, young men; and presently, 
methinks, I will send another after it, as far or even 
further. Of the rest, if any man’s heart and spirit 
bid him, let him come hither and make trial—for 
ye have greatly angered me—be it in boxing or in 
wrestling, aye, or in running, I care not; let any one 
come of all the Phaeacians, save Laodamas alone. 
For he is my host, and who would quarrel with one 
that entertains him? Foolish is that man and worth- 
less, who challenges to a contest the host who re- 
ceives him in a strange land; he does but mar his 
own fortunes. But of all the rest I refuse none, and 
make light of none, but am fain to know them, and 
make trial of them man to man. For in all things I 
am no weakling, even in all the contests that are 
practised among men. Well do I know how to 
handle the polished bow, and ever would I be the 
first to shoot and smite my man in the throng of the 
foe, even though many comrades stood by me and 
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were shooting at the men. Only Philoctetes excelled 
me with the bow in the land of the Trojans, when 
we Achaeans shot. But of all others I declare that I 
am best by far, of all mortals that are now upon the 
earth and eat bread. Yet with men of former days 
I will not seek to vie, with Heracles or with Eurytus 
of Oechalia, who strove even with the immortals in 
archery. Wherefore great Eurytus died soon, nor did 
old age come upon him in his halls, for Apollo waxed 
wroth and slew him, because he had challenged him 
to a contest with the bow. And with the spear I 
throw farther than any other man can shoot with an 
arrow. In the foot race alone I fear that someone of 
the Phaeacians may outstrip me, for cruelly have I 
been broken amid the many waves, since there was 
in my ship no lasting store of provisions; therefore 
my limbs are loosened.”’ 

So he spoke and they were all hushed in silence ; 
but Alcinous alone answered him and said: 

« Stranger, since not ungraciously dost thou speak 
thus in our midst, but art minded to shew forth the 
prowess which waits upon thee, in anger that yonder 
man came up to thee in the lists and taunted thee in 
a way in which no mortal would make light of thy 
prowess, who knew in his heart how to speak fitly ; 
come, now, hearken to my words, that thou mayest 
tell to another hero, when in thy halls thou art feast- 
ing with thy wife and children, and rememberest our 
skill, what feats Zeus has vouchsafed to us from our 
fathers’ days even until now. For we are not fault- 
less boxers or wrestlers, but in the foot race we run 
swiftly, and we are the best seamen ; and ever to us 
is the banquet dear, and the lyre, and the dance, and 
changes of raiment, and warm baths, and the couch. 
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But come now, all ye that are the best dancers of 
the Phaeacians, make sport, that the stranger may 
tell his friends on reaching home how far we surpass 
others in seamanship and in fleetness of foot, and 
in the dance and in song. And let one go straight- 
way and fetch for Demodocus the clear-toned lyre 
which lies somewhere in our halls.” 

So spoke Alcinous the godlike, and the herald 
rose to fetch the hollow lyre from the palace of the 
king. Then stood up masters of the lists, nine in all, 
men chosen from out the people, who in their gather- 
ings were wont to order all things aright. They 
levelled a place for the dance, and marked out a fair 
wide ring, and the herald came near, bearing the 
clear-toned lyre for Demodocus. He then moved 
into the midst, and around him stood boys in the 
first bloom of youth, well skilled in the dance, and 
they smote the goodly dancing floor with their feet. 
And Odysseus gazed at the twinklings of their feet 
and marvelled in spirit. 

But the minstrel struck the chords in prelude to his 
sweet lay and sang of the love of Ares and Aphrodite 
of the fair crown, how first they lay together in the 
house of Hephaestus secretly; and Ares gave her 
many gifts, and shamed the bed of the lord Hephaes- 
tus. But straightway one came to him with tidings, 
even Helius, who had marked them as they lay 
together in love. And when Hephaestus heard the 
grievous tale, he went his way to his smithy, ponder- 
ing evil in the deep of his heart, and set on ‘the 
anvil block the great anvil and forged bonds which 
might not be broken or loosed, that the lovers! 
might bide fast where they were. But when he had 
fashioned the snare in his wrath against Ares, he 


1 Or the subject of wéevorey may be the bonds. 
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went to his chamber where lay his bed, and every- 
where round about the bed-posts he spread the 
bonds, and many too were hung from above, from the 
roof-beams, fine as spiders’ webs, so that no one even 
of the blessed gods could see them, so exceeding 
craftily were they fashioned. But when he had spread 
all his snare about the couch, he made as though he 
would go to Lemnos, that well-built citadel, which 
is in his eyes far the dearest of all lands. And no 
blind watch did Ares of the golden rein keep, when 
he saw Hephaestus, famed for his handicraft, depart- 
ing, but he went his way to the house of famous 
Hephaestus, eager for the love of Cytherea of the 
fair crown. Now she had but newly come from the 
presence of her father, the mighty son of Cronos, 
and had sat her down. And Ares came into the 
house and clasped her hand and spoke and addressed 
hers 

«Come, love, let us to bed and take our joy, 
couched together. For Hephaestus is no longer here 
in the land, but has now gone, I ween, to Lemnos, to 
visit the Sintians of savage speech.” 

So he spoke, and a welcome thing it seemed to 
her to lie with him. So they two went to the couch, 
and lay them down to sleep, and about them clung 
the cunning bonds of the wise Hephaestus, nor could 
they in any wise stir their limbs or raise them up. 
Then at length they learned that there was no more 
escaping. And near to them came the famous god of 
the two strong arms,' having turned back before he 
reached the land of Lemnos; for Helius had kept 
watch for him and had brought him word. So he 
went to his house with a heavy heart, and stood at 


1 Others render ‘‘ lame in both limbs.” 
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the gateway, and fierce anger seized him. And 
terribly he cried out and called to all the gods: 

“ Father Zeus, and ye other blessed gods that are 
forever, come hither that ye may see a laughable 
matter and a monstrous,! even how Aphrodite, daugh- 
ter of Zeus, scorns me for that I am lame and loves 
destructive Ares because he is comely and strong of 
limb, whereas I was born misshapen. Yet for this is 
none other to blame but my two parents—would 
they had never begotten me! But ye shall see 
where these two have gone up into my bed and sleep 
together in love ; ance I am troubled at the sight. 
Y¥ et, methinks, they will not wish to lie longer thus, 
no, not for a moment, how loving soever they are. 
Soon shall both lose their desire to sleep; but the 
snare and the bonds shall hold them until her father 
pays back to me all the gifts of wooing that I gave 
him for the sake of his shameless girl; for his 
daughter is fair but bridles not her passion.”’ ? 

So he spoke and the gods gathered to the house 
of the brazen floor.2 Poseidon came, the earth-en- 
folder, and the helper Hermes came, and the lord 
Apollo, the archer god.4| Now the goddesses abode 
for shame each in her own house, but the.gods, the 
givers of good things, stood in the gateway ; and un- 
quenchable laughter arose among the blessed gods 
as they saw the craft of wise Hephaestus. And thus 
would one speak, with a glance at his neighbour: 

“ T]] deeds thrive not. The slow catches the swift ; 
even as now Hephaestus, slow though he is, has out- 

1 Lit. “hard,” ‘ unyielding.” 

2 Others render simply, ‘‘ lacking in discretion.” 

3 Or, “ with threshold of brass.” 


4 Or, possibly, ‘‘the averter of ills.” The word means 
literally, ‘‘ he who works afar.” 
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stripped Ares for all that he is the swiftest of the 
gods who hold Olympus. Lame though he is, he 
has caught him by craft, wherefore Ares owes the 
fine of the adulterer.” 

Thus they spoke to one another. But to Hermes 
the lord Apollo, son of Zeus, said : 

«Hermes, son of Zeus, messenger, giver of good 
things, wouldst thou in sooth be willing, even though 
ensnared with strong bonds, to lie on a couch by the 
side of golden Aphrodite ?”’ 

Then the messenger, Argeiphontes, answered him: 
“Would that this might befall, lord Apollo, thou 
archer god—that thrice as many bonds inextricable 
might clasp me about and ye gods, aye, and all the 
goddesses too might be looking on, but that I might 
sleep by the side of golden Aphrodite.” 

So he spoke and laughter arose among the immortal 
gods. Yet Poseidon laughed not, but ever besought 
Hephaestus, the famous craftsman, to set Ares free; 
and he spoke, and addressed him with winged words: 

“Loose him, and I promise, as thou biddest me, 
that he shall himself pay thee all that is right in the 
presence of the immortal gods.” 

Then the famous god of the two strong arms 
answered him: “ Ask not this of me, Poseidon, thou 
earth-enfolder. A sorry thing to be sure of is the 
surety for a sorry knave. How could I put thee in 
bonds among the immortal gods, if Ares should 
avoid both the debt and the bonds and depart ?”’ 

Then again Poseidon, the earth-shaker, answered 
him: “Hephaestus, even if Ares shall avoid the 
debt and flee away, I will myself pay thee this.” 

Then the famous god of the two strong arms 
answered him: “It may not be that I should say 


thee nay, nor were it seemly.”’ 
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So saying the mighty Hephaestus loosed the bonds 
and the two, when they were freed from that bond 
so strong, sprang up straightway. And Ares de- 
parted to Thrace, but she, the laughter-loving Aphro- 
dite, went to Cyprus, to Paphos, where is her demesne 
and fragrant altar. There the Graces bathed her 
and anointed her with immortal oil, such as gleams! 
upon the gods that are forever. And they clothed 
her in lovely raiment, a wonder to behold. 

This song the famous minstrel sang ; and Odysseus 
was glad at heart as he listened, and so too were 
the Phaeacians of the long oars, men famed for 
their ships. , 

Then Alcinous bade Halius and Laodamas dance 
alone, for no one could vie with them. And when 
they had taken in their hands the beautiful ball 
of purple, which wise Polybus had made for them, 
the one would lean backward and toss it toward 
the shadowy clouds, and the other would leap up 
from the earth and skilfully catch it before his feet 
touched the ground again. But when they had tried 
their skill in throwing the ball straight up, the two 
fell to dancing on the bounteous earth, ever tossing 
the ball to and fro, and the other youths stood in 
the lists and beat time, and thereat a great din arose. - 

Then to Alcinous spoke goodly Odysseus: “ Lord 
Alcinous, renowned above all men,” thou didst boast 
that thy dancers were the best, and lo, thy words 
are made good; amazement holds me as I look on 
them.” 

So he spoke, and the strong and mighty Alcinous 
was glad; and _ straightway “he spoke among the 
Phaeacians, lovers of the oar: 

1 Or, simply, ‘‘ decks,” ‘‘ covers.” 
2 Or, ‘‘ above all the people.” 
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“‘ Hear me, leaders and counsellors of the Phae- 
acians. This stranger verily seems to me a man 
of understanding. Come then, let us give him a 
gift of friendship, as is fitting; for twelve glorious 
kings bear sway in our land as rulers, and I myself 
am the thirteenth. Now do you, each of the twelve, 
bring a newly washed cloak and tunic, and a talent 
of precious gold, and let us straightway bring all 
together, that the stranger with our gifts in his 
hands may go to his supper glad at heart. And 
let Euryalus make amends to the stranger himself 
with words and with a gift, for the word that he 
spoke was in no wise seemly.” 

So he spoke, and they all praised his words and 
bade that so it should be, and sent forth every man 
a herald to fetch the gifts. And Euryalus in turn 
made answer, and said : 

“Lord Alcinous, renowned above all men, I will 
indeed make amends tc the stranger, as thou biddest 
me. I will give him this sword, all of bronze, 
whereon is a hilt of silver, and a scabbard of new- 
sawn ivory is wrought about it; and it shall be to 
him a thing of great worth.” 

So saying, he put into his hands the silver- 
studded sword, and spoke, and addressed him with 
winged words: “ Hail, Sir stranger; but if any 
word has been spoken that was harsh, may the 
storm-winds straightway snatch it and bear it away. 
And for thyself, may the gods grant thee to see 
thy wife, and to come to thy native land, for long 
time hast thou been suffering woes far from thy 
friends.” 

And Odysseus of many wiles answered him: “ All 
hail to thee, too, friend; and may the gods grant 
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thee happiness, and mayest thou never hereafter 
miss this sword which thou hast given me, making 
amends with gentle speech.” 

He spoke, and about his shoulders hung the silver- 
studded sword. And the sun set, and the glorious 
gifts were brought him. These the lordly heralds bore 
to the palace of Alcinous, and the sons of peerless 
Alcinous took the beautiful gifts and set them before 
their honoured mother. And the strong and mighty 
Alcinous led the way, and they came in and sat 
down on the high seats. Then to Arete spoke the 
mighty Alcinous : 

“ Bring hither, wife, a goodly chest, the best thou 
hast, and thyself place in it a newly-washed cloak 
and tunic ; and do ye heat for the stranger a cauldron 
on the fire, and warm water, that when he has 
bathed and has seen well bestowed all the gifts 
which the noble Phaeacians have brought hither, 
he may take pleasure in the feast, and in hearing 
the strains of the song. And I will give him this 
beautiful cup of mine, wrought of gold, that he 
may remember me all his days as he pours liba- 
tions in his halls to Zeus and to the other 
gods.” 

So he spoke, and Arete bade her handmaids to 
set a great cauldron on the fire with all speed. 
And they set on the blazing fire the cauldron for 
filling the bath, and poured in water, and took 
billets of wood and kindled them beneath it. Then 
the fire played about the belly of the cauldron, and 
the water grew warm; but meanwhile Arete brought 
forth for the stranger a beautiful chest from the 
treasure chamber, and placed in it the goodly gifts, 
the raiment and the gold, which the Phaeacians 
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gave. And therein she herself placed a cloak and 
a fair tunic; and she spoke and addressed Odysseus 
with winged words: 

“Took now thyself to the lid, and quickly cast 
a cord upon it, lest some one despoil thee of thy 
goods on the way, when later on! thou art lying in 
sweet sleep, as thou farest in the black ship.” 

Now when the much-enduring goodly Odysseus 
heard these words, he straightway fitted on the 
lid, and quickly cast a cord upon it—a cunning 
knot, which queenly Circe once had taught him. 
Then forthwith the housewife bade him go to the 
bath and bathe; and his heart was glad when he 
saw the warm bath, for he had not been wont to 
have such tendance from the time that he left 
the house of faired-haired Calypso, but until then 
he had tendance continually as a god. 

Now when the handmaids had bathed him and 
anointed him with oil, and had cast about him a 
fair cloak and a tunic, he came forth from the 
bath, and went to join the men at their wine. 
And Nausicaa, gifted with beauty by the gods, 
stood by the door-post of the well-built hall, and 
she marvelled at Odysseus, as her eyes beheld 
him, and she spoke, and addressed him with winged 
words : 

“Tarewell, stranger, and hereafter even in thy 
own native land mayest thou remember me, for 
to me first thou owest the price of thy life.”’ 

Then Odysseus of many wiles answered her: 
“ Nausicaa, daughter of great-hearted Alcinous, so 
may Zeus grant, the loud-thundering lord of Here, 
that I may reach my home and see the day of 


1 See Merry and Riddell ad Joc. 
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my returning. Then will I even there pray to thee 
as to a god all my days, for thou, maiden, hast 
given me life.”’ 

He spoke, and sat down on a chair beside king 
Alcinous. And now they were serving out portions 
and mixing the wine. Then the herald came near, 
leading the good minstrel, Demodocus, held in 
honour by the people, and seated him in the midst 
of the banqueters, leaning his chair against a high 
pillar. Then to the herald said Odysseus of many 
wiles, cutting off a portion of the chine of a white- 
tusked boar. whereof yet more was left, and there 
was rich fat on either side: 

“Herald, take and give this portion to Demo- 
docus, that he may eat, and I will greet him, despite 
my grief. For among all men that are upon the 
earth minstrels win honour and reverence, for that 
the Muse has taught them the paths of song, and 
loves the tribe of minstrels.” 

So he spoke, and the herald bore the portion 
and placed it in the hands of the lord Demodocus, 
and he took it and was glad at heart. So they 
put forth their hands to the good cheer lying ready 
before them. But when they had put from them 
the desire of food and drink, then to Demodocus 
said Odysseus of many wiles: 

“ Demodocus, verily above all mortal men do I 
praise thee, whether it was the Muse, the daughter 
of Zeus, that taught thee, or Apollo; for well and 
truly dost thou sing of the fate of the Achaeans, 
all that they wrought and suffered, and all the ~ 
toils they endured, as though haply thou hadst 
thyself been present, or hadst heard the tale from 
another. But come now, change thy theme, and 
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sing of the building of the horse of wood, which 
Epeius made with Athene’s help, the horse which 
once Odysseus led up into the citadel as a thing 
of guile, when he had filled it with the men who 
sacked Ilios. If thou dost ‘indeed tell me_ this 
tale aright, I will declare to all mankind that the 
god has of a ready heart granted thee the gift of 
divine song.” 

So he spoke, and the minstrel, moved by the god, 
began, and let his song be heard, taking up the tale 
where the Argives had embarked on their benched 
ships and were sailing away, after casting fire on 
their huts, while those others led by glorious Odys- 
seus were now sitting in the place of assembly of the 
Trojans, hidden in the horse; for the Trojans had 
themselves dragged it to the citadel. So there it 
stood, while the people talked long as they sat about 
it, and could form no resolve. Nay, in three ways did 
counsel find favour in their minds: either to cleave 
the hollow timber with the pitiless bronze, or to drag 
it to the height and cast it down the rocks, or to 
let it stand as a great offering to propitiate the rods, 
even as in the end it was to be brought to pass ; for it 
was their fate to perish when their city should enclose 
the great horse of wood, wherein were sitting all the 
best of the Argives, bearing to the Trojans death and 
fate. And he sang how the sons of the Achaeans 
poured forth from the horse and, leaving their hollow 
ambush, sacked the city. Of the others he sang how 
in divers ways they wasted the lofty city, but of 
Odysseus, how he went like Ares to the house of 
Deiphobus together with godlike Menelaus. There 
it was, he said, that Odysseus braved the most terrible 
fight and in the end conquered by the aid of great- 
hearted Athene. 
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This song the famous minstrel sang. But the 
heart of Odysseus was melted and tears wet his 
cheeks beneath his eyelids. And as a woman wails 
and flings herself about her dear husband, who has 
fallen in front of his city and his people, seeking to 
ward off from his city and his children the pitiless 
day ; and as she beholds him dying and gasping for 
breath, she clings to him and shrieks aloud, while 
the foe behind her smite her back and shoulders 
with their spears, and lead her away to captivity to 
bear toil and woe, while with most pitiful grief her 
cheeks are wasted: even so did Odysseus let fall 
pitiful tears from beneath his brows. Now from all 
the rest he concealed the tears that he shed, but 
Alcinous alone marked him and took heed, for he 
sat by him and heard him groaning heavily. And 
straightway he spoke among the Phaeacians, lovers 
of the oar: 

“ Hear me, leaders and counsellors of the Phaea- 
cians, and let Demodocus now check his clear-toned 
lyre, for in no wise to all alike does he give pleasure 
with this song. Ever since we began to sup and the 
divine minstrel was moved to sing, from that time 
yon stranger has never ceased from sorrowful lamen- 
tation; surely, methinks, grief has encompassed his 
heart. Nay, let the minstrel cease, that we may all 
make merry, hosts and guest alike, since it is better 
thus. Lo, for the sake of the honoured stranger all 
these things have been made ready, his sending and 
the gifts of friendship which we give him of our love. 
Dear as a brother is the stranger and the suppliant 
to a man whose wits have never so short a range. 
Therefore do not thou longer hide with crafty thought 
whatever I shall ask thee; to speak out plainly is 
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the better course. Tell me the name by which they 
were wont to call thee in thy home, even thy mother 
and thy father and other folk besides, thy townsmen 
and the dwellers round about. For there is no one 
of all mankind who is nameless, be he base man or 
noble, when once he has heen born, but parents bestow 
names on all when they give them birth. And tell me 
thy country, thy people, and thy city, that our ships 
may convey thee thither, discerning the course by 
their wits. For the Phaeacians have no pilots, nor 
steering-oars such as other ships have, but their ships 
of themselves understand the thoughts and minds of 
men, and they know the cities and rich fields of all 
peoples, and most swiftly do they cross over the gulf 
of the sea, hidden in mist and cloud, nor ever have 
they fear of harm or ruin. Yet this story I once 
heard thus told by my father Nausithous, who was 
wont to say that Poseidon was wroth with us because 
we give safe convoy to all men. He said that some 
day, as a well-built ship of the Phaeacians was return- 
ing from a convoy over the misty deep, Poseidon 
would smite her and would fling a great mountain 
about our city.! So that old man spoke, and these 
things the god will haply bring to pass, or will leave 
unfulfilled, as may be his good pleasure. But come, 
now, tell me this and declare it truly: whither thou 
hast wandered and to what countries of men thou 
hast come; tell me of the people and of their well- 
built cities, both of those who are cruel and wild and 
unjust, and of those who love strangers and fear the 
gods in their thoughts. And tell me why thou dost 
weep and wail in spirit as thou hearest the doom 
of the Argive Danaans and of Ilios. This the gods 


1 That is, so as to cut them off from the sea. 
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wrought, and spun the skein of ruin for men, that 
there might be a song for those yet to be born. Did 
some kinsman of thine fall before [lios, some good, 
true man, thy daughter's husband or thy wife’s father, 
such as are nearest to one after one’s own kin and 
blood? Or was it haply some comrade dear to thy 
heart, some good, true man? For “no whit worse 
than a brother is a comrade who has an understand- 
ing heart.” 
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Tuen Odysseus, of many wiles, answered him, and 
said: “Lord Alcinous, renowned above all men, 
verily this is a good thing, to listen to a minstrel 
such as this man is, like unto the gods in voice. For 
myself I declare that there is no greater fulfilment 
of delight than when joy possesses a whole people, 
and banqueters in the halls listen to a minstrel as 
they sit in order due, and by them tables are laden 
with bread and meat, and the cup-bearer draws wine 
from the bowl and bears it round and pours it into 
the cups. This seems to my mind the fairest thing 
there is. But thy heart is turned to ask of my 
grievous woes, that I may weep and groan the more. 
What, then, shall I tell thee first, what last ? for woes 
full many have the heavenly gods given me. First 
now will I tell my name, that ye, too, may know it, 
and that I hereafter, when | have escaped from the 
pitiless day of doom, may be your host, though I 
dwell in a home that is afar. I am Odysseus, son of 
Laertes, who am known among men for all manner 
of wiles,! and my fame reaches unto heaven. But 
I dwell in clear-seen Ithaca, wherein is a mountain, 
Neriton, covered with waving forests, conspicuous 
from afar; and round it lie many isles hard by one 
another, Dulichium, and Same, and wooded Zacynthus. 


1 Or, ‘‘who am known among all men for my wiles.” 
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1 This rendering of x@auad7 is justified by Strabo x. ii. 12 
and by modern Greek usage. The ordinary meaning “ low ” 
cannot be right here. The translation given of this whole 
passage brings Homer’s description into agreement with the 
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Ithaca itself lies close in to the mainland! the 
furthest toward the gloom,? but the others lie 
apart toward the Dawn and the sun—a rugged isle, 
but a good nurse of young men; and for myself no 
other thing can I see sweeter than one’s own land. 
Of a truth Calypso, the beautiful goddess, sought to 
keep me by her in her hollow caves, yearning that I 
should be her husband; and in like manner Circe 
would fain have held me back in her halls, the guileful 
lady of Aeaea, yearning that I should be her husband; 
but they could never persuade the heart within my 
breast. So true is it that naught is sweeter than a 
man’s own land and his parents, even though it be 
in a rich house that he dwells afar in a foreign land 
away from his parents. But come, let me tell thee 
also of my woeful home-coming, which Zeus laid 
upon me as I came from Troy. 

“From llios the wind bore me and brought me to 
the Cicones, to Ismarus. There I sacked the city 
and slew the men; and from the city we took their 
wives and great store of treasure, and divided them 
among us, that so far as lay in me no man might go 
defrauded of an equal share. Then verily I gave 
command that we should flee with swift foot, but the 
others in their great folly did not hearken. But 
there much wine was drunk, and many sheep they 
slew by the shore, and sleek kine of shambling gait. 
Meanwhile the Cicones went and called to other 


actual facts. It accepts the view that Homer’s Ithaca is to 
be identified, not with Thiaki, but with Leucas. As com- 
monly rendered, the lines convict the poet of an utter 
ignorance of the geography of western Greece. ~ 

2 That is, from the standpoint of a sailor making his way 
up the coast toward the dark and unknown region of the 
north and west. 
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Cicones who were their neighbours, at once more 
numerous and braver than they—men that dwelt 
inland and were skilled at fighting with their foes _ 
from chariots, and, if need were, on foot. So they 
came in the morning, as thick as leaves or flowers 
spring up in their season; and then it was that an 
evil fate from Zeus beset us luckless men, that we 
might suffer woes full many. They set their battle 
in array and fought by the swift ships, and each side 
hurled at the other with bronze-tipped spears. Now 
as long as it was morn and the sacred day was 
waxing, so long we held our ground and beat them 
off, though they were more than we. But when 
the sun turned to the time for the unyoking of 
oxen, then the Cicones prevailed and routed the 
Achaeans, and six of my well-greaved comrades 
perished from each ship; but the rest of us escaped 
death and fate. 

“Thence we sailed on, grieved at heart, glad to 
have escaped from death, though we had _ lost our 
dear comrades; nor did I let my curved ships pass 
on till we had called thrice on each of those hapless 
comrades of ours who died on the plain, cut down by 
the Cicones. But against our ships Zeus, the cloud- 
gatherer, roused the North Wind with a wondrous 
tempest, and hid with clouds the land and the sea 
alike, and night rushed down from heaven. Then 
the ships were driven headlong, and their sails were 
torn to shreds by the violence of the wind. So we 
lowered the sails and stowed them aboard, in fear of 
death, and rowed the ships hurriedly toward the land. 
There for two nights and two days continuously we 
lay, eating our hearts for weariness and sorrow. But 
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when now fair-tressed Dawn brought to its birth the 
third day, we set up the masts and hoisted the white 
sails, and took our seats, and the wind and the 
helmsmen steered the ships. And now all unscathed 
should I have reached my native land, but the wave 
and the current and the North Wind beat me back 
as I was rounding Malea, and drove me from my 
course past Cythera. 

“Thence for nine days’ space I was borne by dire- 
ful winds over the teeming deep; but on the tenth 
we set foot on the land of the Lotus-eaters, who eat 
a flowery food. There we went on shore and drew 
water, and straightway my comrades took their meal 
by the swift ships. But when we had tasted food 
and drink, I sent forth some of my comrades to 
go and learn who the men were, who here ate bread 
upon the earth ; two men I chose, sending with them 
a third as a herald. So they went straightway and 
mingled with the Lotus-eaters, and the Lotus-eaters 
did not plan death for my comrades, but gave them 
of the lotus to taste. And whosoever of them ate 
of the honey-sweet fruit of the lotus, had no longer 
any wish to bring back word or to return, but there 
they were fain to abide among the Lotus-eaters, feed- 
ing on the lotus, and forgetful of their homeward 
way. These men, therefore, I brought back perforce 
to the ships, weeping, and dragged them beneath 
the benches and bound them fast in the hollow 
ships; and I bade the rest of my trusty comrades to 
embark with speed on the swift ships, lest perchance 
anyone should eat of the lotus and forget his home- 
ward way. So they went on board straightway and 
sat down upon the benches, and sitting well in order 
smote the grey sea with their oars. 
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“Thence we sailed on, grieved at heart, and we 
came to the land of the Cyclopes, an overweening 
and lawless folk, who, trusting in the immortal gods, 
plant nothing with their hands nor plough; but all 
these things spring up for them without sowing or 
ploughing, wheat, and barley, and vines, which bear 
the rich clusters of wine, and the rain of Zeus gives 
them increase. Neither assemblies for council have 
they, nor appointed laws, but they dwell on the peaks 
of lofty mountains in hollow caves, and each one is 
lawgiver to his children and his wives, and they reck 
nothing one of another. 

“Now there is a level! isle that stretches aslant 
outside the harbour, neither close to the shore of the 
land of the Cyclopes, nor yet far off, a wooded isle. 
Therein live wild goats innumerable, for the tread 
of men scares them not away, nor are hunters 
wont to come thither, men who endure toils in 
the woodland as they course over the peaks of 
the mountains. Neither with flocks is it held, nor 
with ploughed lands, but unsown and untilled all 
the days it knows naught of men, but feeds the 
bleating goats. For the Cyclopes have at hand no 
ships with vermilion cheeks,* nor are there ship- 
wrights in their land who might build them well- 
benched ships, which should perform all their wants, 
passing to the cities of other folk, as men often 
cross the sea in ships to visit one another—craftsmen, 
who would have made of this isle also a fair settle- 
ment. For the isle is nowise poor, but would bear 


1 The word is a doubtful one. Others render, ‘‘deep- 
soiled,” and still others, ‘‘ overgrown with brush,” ¢.e. 
“* waste.” 

2 That is, with bows painted red. 
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all things in season. In it are meadows by the shores 
of the grey sea, well-watered meadows and soft, 
where vines would never fail, and in it level plough- 
land, whence they might reap from season to season 
harvests exceeding deep, so rich is the soil beneath ; 
and in it, too, is a harbour giving safe anchorage, 
where there is no need of moorings, either to throw 
out anchor-stones or to make fast stern cables, but 
one may beach one’s ship and wait until the sailors’ 
minds bid them put out, and the breezes blow fair. 
Now at the head of the harbour a spring of bright 
water flows forth from beneath a cave, and round 
about it poplars grow. Thither we sailed in, and 
some god guided us through the murky night; for 
there was no light to see, but a mist lay deep about 
the ships and the moon showed no light from heaven, 
but was shut in by clouds. Then no man’s eyes be- 
-held that island, nor did we see the long waves 
rolling on the beach, until we ran our well-benched 
ships on shore. And when we had beached the 
ships we lowered all the sails and ourselves went 
forth on the shore of the sea, and there we fell 
asleep and “waited for the bright Dawn. 

« As soon as early Dawn appeared, the rosy-fingered, 
we roamed throughout the isle marvelling at it; and 
the nymphs, the daughters of Zeus who bears the 
aegis, roused the mountain goats, that my comrades 
might have whereof to make their meal. Straight- 
way we took from the ships our curved bows and 
long javelins, and arrayed in three bands we fell to 
smiting; and the god soon gave us game to satisfy 
our hearts. The ships that followed me were twelve, 
and to each nine goats fell by lot, but for me alone 
they chose out ten. 
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“ So then all day long till set of sun we sat feasting 
on abundant flesh and sweet wine. [for not yet was 
the red wine spent from out our ships, but some was 
still left; for abundant store had we drawn in jars 
for each crew when we took the sacred citadel of the 
Cicones. And we looked across to the land of the 
Cyclopes, who dwelt close at hand, and marked the 
smoke, and the voice of men, and of the sheep, and 
of the goats. But when the sun set and darkness 
came on, then we lay down to rest on the shore of 
the sea. And as soon as early Dawn appeared, the 
rosy-fingered, I called my men together and spoke 
among them all: 

«Remain here now, all the rest of you, my trusty 
comrades, but I with my own ship and my own com- 
pany will go and make trial of yonder men, to learn 
who they are, whether they are cruel, and wild, and 
unjust, or whether they love strangers and fear the 
gods in their thoughts.’ 

“So saying, | went on board the ship and bade 
my comrades themselves to embark, and to loose the 
stern cables. So they went on board straightway 
and sat down upon the benches, and sitting well in 
order smote the grey sea with their oars. But when 
we had reached the place, which lay close at hand, 
there on the land’s edge hard by the sea we saw a 
high cave, roofed over with laurels, and there many 
flocks, sheep and goats alike, were wont to sleep. 
Round about it a high court was built with stones 
set deep in the earth, and with tall pines and high- 
crested oaks. There a monstrous man was wont to 
sleep, who shepherded his flocks alone and afar, and 
mingled not with others, but lived apart, with his 


315 


HOMER 


\ \ [ee Ne ee 4 , SRA Bik 
Kal yap Oabw érétuxto Tredw@ptov, ovbE E@KEL 


, / / > x es, e / 
avopl ye citopayw, adra piw brAHevTL 
id lal ’ / (4 , s > ’ v 
UWnArA@v opewy, 0 TE HalveTat Olovy aT addrwDY. 
“ At U ¥ IrAX X.0 oh eg! e , 
7) TOTE TOUS AAOUS KEAOUHY Eplnpas ETAaLpous 
avTov Tap vn Te wévery Kal VHA Epvabal, 
oN 33 8Y , € ‘ / 3 oe, 
avTap éy@ Kpivas étdpwv dvoKaider apiatous 195 
Biv: atap aiyeov acxov Exov pédavos oivoto 
e ’ € 
nO€0s, Ov por EOwKe Mapwr, 'Evavfeos vids, 
ipevs AmroXX@vOs, 05 “Iopapov audiBeByxKet, 
> 
oUveKd ply od TraLol TEpLaxXOMED OE yuVaLKt 
aCopmevor’ wKer yap év adoei Sevdpyevtt 200 
Poi8ov AmoddXwvos. 0 5é por TOpev ayaa bHpa: 
fal / \ / 
Ypuaod pev por EOwK’ evepyéos ETTA TadAavTA, 
r fol / > \ BA 
dake O€ Lol KPNTHPA Tavdpyupov, avTap Erevta 
S b] bd a , a > 7 
oivov év aupipopedat dvmdeKa Tac apvacas 
e \ lal / ~ 
Ouv axnpactov, Oetov motov: ove TLS AUTOV 205 
od ats , INI 2S. f SPeN v 
HElon Su@wv ov audiTodwy Evi oiK, 
/ / led y 
GXN avTos Aroxos TE Pidy Taplin TE pL Oi. 
\ SF fi / / 3 > / 
Tov © OTe Tivotev pwedind€éa oivov épvOpor, 
a / 2) / ee ’ \ v , 
év dérras €uTArjoas VdaTos ava elxoot mEeT PA 
rn a lol ’ , 
xed, 0dun 8 Sela aro KpyTHpos ddwder 210 
, ron ” > r b > 
Oeotrecin: TOT av ov Tor aTocxEecVar Piro rev. 
fa Ul > / >? \ / > be A : 
Tov dhépov éuTArjoas aoKov peyar, ev 6€ Kal Ha 
+7 \ > / 
KWPUK@' AaUTiKAa yap LoL OLaaTO OUjLOS aynVwp 
yy pies) / / > Ul > / 
avdp émenevoecOar meyadny eTLEelevov ANKND, 
yo ” / »\ 8 / wv 6 , 
ayplov, OUTE dlkas €v eldoTa ouTe Gemictas. * 215 
’ ” > / > > / 
“Kaptanripes & eis advtpov adixope?’, ovd€ pu Evdov 


316 





THE ODYSSEY, IX. 190-216 


heart set on lawlessness. For he was fashioned a 
wondrous monster, and was not like a man that lives 
by bread, but like a wooded peak of lofty mountains, 
which stands out to view alone, apart from the rest. 

“Then I bade the rest of my trusty comrades to 
remain there by the ship and to guard the ship, but 
I chose twelve of the best of my comrades and went 
my way. With me I had a goat-skin of the dark, 
sweet wine, which Maro, son of Euanthes, had given 
me, the priest of Apollo, the god who used to watch 
over Ismarus. And he had given it me because we 
had protected him with his child and wife out of 
reverence; for he dwelt in a wooded grove of Phoebus 
Apollo. And he gave me splendid gifts: of well- 
wrought gold he gave me seven talents, and he gave 
me a mixing-bow] all of silver; and besides these, 
wine, wherewith he filled twelve jars in all, wine 
sweet and unmixed, a drink divine. Not one of his 
slaves nor of the maids in his halls knew thereof, 
but himself and his dear wife, and one house-dame 
only. And as often as they drank that honey-sweet 
red wine he would fill one cup and pour it into 
twenty measures of water, and a smell would rise 
from the mixing-bowl marvellously sweet; then verily 
would one not choose to hold back. With this wine 
I filled and took with mea great skin, and also provi- 
sion in a scrip; for my proud spirit had a foreboding 
that presently a man would come to me clothed in 
great might, a savage man that knew naught of 
justice or of law. 

““Speedily we came to the cave, nor did we find 


1 In the Greek both words are plural. The idea is there- 
fore not abstract, but concrete, and suggests that ‘‘ law” 
was to the speaker a body of traditional decrees, or dooms. 
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2 Extodev: evtobey most editors ; cf. 338. 
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him within, but he was pasturing his fat flocks in the 
fields. So we entered the cave and gazed in wonder 
at all things there. The crates were laden with 
cheeses, and the pens were crowded with lambs and 
kids. Each kind was penned separately: by them- 
selves the firstlings, by themselves the later lambs, 
and by themselves again the newly yeaned. And 
with whey were swimming all the well-wrought 
vessels, the milk-pails and the bowls into which he 
milked. Then my comrades spoke and besought me 
first of all to take of the cheeses and depart, and 
thereafter speedily to drive to the swift ship the kids 
and lambs from out the pens, and to sail over the 
salt water. But I did not listen to them—verily it 
would have been better far—to the end that I might 
see the man himself, and whether he would give me 
gifts of entertainment. Yet, as it fell, his appearing 
was not to prove a joy to my comrades. 

“Then we kindled a fire and offered sacrifice, and 
ourselves, too, took of the cheeses and ate, and thus 
we sat in the cave and waited for him until he came 
back, herding his flocks. He bore a mighty weight 
of dry wood to serve him at supper time, and flung 
it down with a crash inside the cave, but we, seized 
with terror, shrank back into a recess of the cave. 
But he drove his fat flocks into the wide cavern—all 
those that he milked; but the males—the rams and 
the goats—he left without in the deep court.) Then 
he lifted on high and set in place the great door- 
stone, a mighty rock ; two and twenty stout four- 
wheeled waggons could not lift it from the ground, 


1 This rendering takes &ro#ev as an adverb, and Baelns 
avAjs as a local genitive (see Monro, Homeric Grammar, 
§ 149). Otherwise we must change the text here and in 338. 
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such a towering mass of rock he set in the doorway 
Thereafter he sat down and milked the ewes and 
bleating goats all in turn, and beneath each dam 
he placed her young. Then presently he curdled 
half the white milk, and gathered it in wicker baskets 
and laid it away, and the other half he set in vessels 
that he might have it to take and drink, and that it 
might serve him for supper. But when he had busily 
performed his tasks, then he rekindled the fire, and 
caught sight of us, and asked: 

«Strangers, who are ye? Whence do ye sail over 
the watery ways? Is it on some business, or do ye 
wander at random over the sea, even as pirates, who 
wander, hazarding their lives and bringing evil to 
men of other lands?’ 

“So he spoke, and in our breasts our spirit was 
broken for terror of his deep voice and monstrous 
self; yet even so I made answer and spoke to him, 
saying : 

«« We, thou must know, are from Troy, Achaeans, 
driven wandering by all manner of winds over the 
great gulf of the sea. Seeking our home, we have 
come by another way, by other paths; so, I ween, 
Zeus was pleased to devise. And we declare that 
we are the men of Agamemnon, son of Atreus, whose 
fame is now mightiest under heaven, so great a city 
did he sack, and slew many people; but we on our 
part, thus visiting thee, have come as suppliants to 
thy knees, in the hope that thou wilt give us enter- 
tainment, or in other wisg make some present, as is 
the due of strangers. € Nay, mightiest one, rever- 
ence the gods; we Are thy suppliants; and Zeus 
is the avenger of suppliants and strangers—Zeus, 
the strangers’ god—who ever attends upon reverend 
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«So I spoke, and he straightway made answer 
with pitiless heart : ‘A fool art thou, stranger, or art 
come from afar, seeing that thou biddest me either to 
fear or to shun the gods. For the Cyclopes reck not 
of Zeus, who bears the aegis, nor of the blessed gods, 
since verily we are better far than they. Nor would 
I, to shun the wrath of Zeus, spare either thee or 
thy comrades, unless my own heart should bid me. 
But tell me where thou didst moor thy well-wrought 
ship on thy coming. Was it haply at a remote part 
of the land, or close by? I fain would know.’ 

«So he spoke, tempting me, but he trapped me 
not because of miy great cunning; and I made answer 
again in crafty words: 

“«My ship Poseidon, the earth-shaker, dashed to 
pieces, cagting her upon the rocks at the border of 
your land; for he brought her close to the headland, 
and the wind drove her in from the sea. But 1, with 
these men here, escaped utter destruction.’ 

«So I spoke, but from his pitiless heart he made 
no answer, but sprang up and put forth his hands 
upon my comrades. Two of them at once he seized 
and dashed to the earth like puppies, and the brain 
Howed forth upon the ground and wetted the earth. 
Then he cut them limb from limb and made ready 
his supper, and ate them as a mountain-nurtured 
lion, leaving naught—ate the entrails, and the flesh, 
and the marrowy bones. And we with wailing held 
up our hands to Zeus, beholding his cruel deeds; 
and helplessness possessed our souls. But when the 
Cyclops had filled his huge maw by eating human 
flesh and thereafter drinking pure milk, he lay down 
within the cave, stretched out among the sheep. 
And I formed a plan in my great heart to steal near 
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him, and draw my sharp sword from beside my thigh 
and smite him in the breast, where the midriff holds 
the liver, feeling for the place with my hand. But 
a second thought checked me, for right there should 
we, too, have perished in utter ruin. For we should 
not have been able to thrust back with our hands 
from the high door the mighty stone which he had 
set there. So then, with wailing, we waited for the 
bright Dawn. 

“As soon as early Dawn appeared, the rosy-fingered, 
he rekindled the fire and milked his goodly flocks all 
in turn, and beneath each dam piaced her young. 
Then, when he had busily performed his tasks, again 
he seized two men at once and made ready his meal. 
_ And when he had made his meal he drove his fat 
flocks forth from the cave, easily moving away the 
great door-stone ; and then he put it in place again, 
as one might set the lid upon a quiver. Then with 
loud whistling the Cyclops turned his fat flocks 
toward the mountain, and I was left there, devising 
evil in the deep of my heart, if in any way I might 
take vengeance on him, and Athene grant me glory. 

“Now this seemed to my mind the best plan. 
There, lay beside a sheep-pen a great club of the 
Cyclops, a staff of green olive-wood, which he had 
cut to carry with him when dry ; and as we looked at 
it we thought it as large as is the mast of a black 
ship of twenty oars, a merchantman, broad of beam, 
which crosses over the great gulf; so huge it was in 
length and in breadth to look upon. To this I came, 
and cut off therefrom about a fathom’s length and 
handed it to my comrades, bidding them dress it 
down ; and they made it smooth, and I, standing by, 
sharpened it at the point, and then straightway took 
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it and hardened it in the blazing fire. Then I laid 
it carefully away, hiding it beneath the dung, which 
lay in great heaps throughout the cave. And I bade 
my comrades cast lots among them, which of them 
should have the hardihood with me to lift the stake 
and grind it into his eye when sweet sleep should 
come upon him. And the lot fell upon those whom 
I myself would fain have chosen; four they were, 
and I was numbered with them as the fifth. At even 
then he came, herding his flocks of goodly fleece, 
and straightway drove into the wide cave his fat 
flocks one and all, and left not one without in the 
deep court, either from some foreboding or because a 
god so bade him. Then he lifted on high and set in 
place the great door-stone, and sitting down he milked 
the ewes and bleating goats all in turn, and beneath 
each dam he placed her young. But when he had 
busily performed his tasks, again he seized two men’ 
‘at once and made ready his supper. Then I drew 
near and spoke to the Cyclops, holding in my hands 
an ivy} bowl of the dark wine: 

“Cyclops, take and drink wine after thy meal of 
human flesh, that thou mayest know what manner of 
drink this is which our ship contained. It was to 
thee that I was bringing it as a drink offering, in the 
hope that, touched with pity, thou mightest send me 
on my way home; but thou ragest in a way that is 
past all bearing. Cruel man, how shall any one of all 
the multitudes of men ever come to thee again here- 
after, seeing that thou hast wrought lawlessness ? ’ 

“So I spoke, and he took the cup and drained it, 
and was wondrously pleased as he drank the sweet 
draught, and asked me for it again a second time : 


1 That is, made of ivy wood. 
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“Give it me again with a ready heart, and tell 
me thy name straightway, that I may give thee a 
stranger’s gift whereat thou mayest be glad. For 
among the Cyclopes the earth, the giver of grain, 
bears the rich clusters of wine, and the rain of 
Zeus gives them increase; but this is a streamlet 
of ambrosia and nectar.’ 

“So he spoke, and again I handed him the flaming 
wine. Thrice I brought and gave it him, and thrice 
he drained it in his folly. But when the wine had 
stolen about the wits of the Cyclops, then I spoke 
to him with gentle words: 

_ Cyclops, thou askest me of my glorious name, 

and I will tell it thee; and do thou give me a 
stranger’s gift, even as thou didst promise. Noman 
is my name, Noman do they call me—my mother 
and my father, and all my comrades as well.’ 

“So 1 spoke, and he straightway answered me 
with pitiless heart: ‘Noman will I eat last among 
his comrades, and the others before him; this shall 
be thy gift.’ 

“He spoke, and reeling fell upon his back, and 
lay there with his thick neck bent aslant, and sleep, 
that conquers all, laid hold on him. And from his 
gullet came forth wine and bits of human flesh, and 
he vomited in his drunken sleep. Then verily I 
thrust in the stake under the deep ashes until it 
should grow hot, and heartened all my comrades 
with cheering words, that I might see no man flinch 
through fear. But when presently that stake of 
olive-wood was about to catch fire, green though it 
was, and began to glow terribly, then verily I drew 
nigh, bringing the stake from the fire, and my com- 
rades stood round me and a god breathed into us 
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great courage. They took the stake of olive-wood, 
sharp at the point, and thrust it into his eye, while 
I, throwing my weight upon it from above, whirled 
it round, as when a man bores a ship’s timber with 
a drill, while those below keep it spinning with the 
thong, which they lay hold of by either end, and the 
drill runs around unceasingly. Even so we took the 
fiery-pointed stake and whirled it around in his eye, 
and the blood flowed around the heated thing. And 
his eyelids wholly and his brows round about did 
the flame singe as the eyeball burned, and its roots 
crackled in the fire. And as when a smith dips a 
great axe or an adze in cold water amid loud hissing 
to temper it—for therefrom comes the strength of 
iron—even so did his eye hiss round the stake of 
olive-wood. Terribly then did he cry aloud, and the 
rock rang around ; and we, seized with terror, shrank 
back, while he wrenched from his eye the stake, all 
befouled with blood, and flung it from him, wildly 
waving his arms. Then he called aloud to the Cy- 
clopes, who dwelt round about him in caves among 
the windy heights, and they heard his ery and came 
thronging from every side, and standing around the 
cave asked him what ailed him: 

«What so sore distress is thine, Polyphemus, that 
thou criest out thus through the immortal night, and 
makest us sleepless? Can it be that some mortal 
man is driving off thy flocks against thy will, or 
slaying thee thyself by guile or by might?’ 

“Then from out the cave the mighty Polyphemus 
answered them: ‘ My friends, it is Noman that is 
slaying me by guile and not by force.’ 

« And they made answer and addressed him with 
winged words: ‘If, then, no man does violence to 
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thee in thy loneliness, sickness which comes from 
great Zeus thou mayest in no wise escape. Nay, do 
thou pray to our father, the lord Poseidon.’ 

«So they spoke and went their way ; and my heart 
laughed within me that my name and cunning device 
had so beguiled. But the Cyclops, groaning and 
travailing in anguish, groped with his hands and 
took away the stone from the door, and himself sat 
in the doorway with arms outstretched in the hope 
of catching anyone who sought to go forth with the 
sheep—so witless, forsooth, he thought in his heart 
to find me. But I took counsel how all might be the 
very best, if I might haply find some way of escape 
from death for my comrades and for myself: And 
I wove all manner of wiles and counsel, as a man 
will in a matter of life and death; for great was the 
evil that was nigh us. And this seemed to my mind 
the best plan. Rams there were, well-fed and thick 
of fleece, fine beasts and large, with wool dark as 
the violet. These I silently bound together with 
twisted withes on which the Cyclops, that monster 
with his heart set on lawlessness, was wont to sleep. 
Three at a time I took. The one in the middle in 
each case bore a man, and the other two went, one 
on either side, saving my comrades. Thus every 
three sheep bore a man. But as for me—there was 
a ram, far the best of all the flock; him I grasped 
by the back, and curled beneath his shaggy belly, 
lay there face upwards with steadfast heart, clinging 
fast with. my hands to his wondrous fleece. So then, 
with wailing, we waited for the bright dawn. 

* As soon as early Dawn appeared, the rosy-fingered, 
then the males of the flock hastened forth to pasture 
and the females bleated unmilked about the pens, 
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for their udders were bursting. And their master, 
distressed with grievous pains, felt along the backs 
of all the sheep as they stood up before him, but in 
his folly he marked not this, that my men were 
bound beneath the breasts of his fleecy sheep. Last 
of all the flock the ram went forth, burdened with 
the weight of. his fleece and my cunning self. And 
mighty Polyphemus, as he felt along his back, spoke 
to him, saying: 

“Good ram, why pray is it that thou goest forth 
thus through the cave the last of the flock? Thou 
hast not heretofore been wont to lag behind the 
sheep, but wast ever far the first to feed on the 
tender bloom of the grass, moving with long strides, 
and ever the first didst reach the streams of the 
river, and the first didst long to return to the fold 
at evening. But now thou art last of all. Surely 
thou art sorrowing for the eye of thy master, which 
an evil man blinded along with his miserable fellows, 
when he had overpowered my wits with wine, even 
Noman, who, I tell thee, has not yet escaped de- 
struction. If only thou couldst feel as I do, and 
couldst get thee power of speech to tell me where 
he skulks away from my wrath, then should his 
brains be dashed on the ground here and there 
throughout the cave, when I had smitten him, and 
my heart should be lightened of the woes which 
good-for-naught Noman has brought me.’ 

“So saying, he sent the ram forth from him. And 
when we had gone a little way from the cave and 
the court, I first loosed myself from under the ram 
and set my comrades free. Speedily then we drove 
off those long-shanked sheep, rich with fat, turning 
full often to look about until we came to the ship. 


335 


HOMER 


, 
ixoueO. aamdatoe dé hiros éEtraporor Parner, 
ot duyouev Oavatov, Tos b€ cTEVaYOVTO YOOVTES. 
» D* SAN > ” A Ups 5 , A eaty 
aXW éyw ovK elwv, ava 8 odpiat vevov ExaoTa, 
’ / a lol 
Kdalev, GAN exéXevoa Oows KadXiTpLYA Ura 
> / cal 
TOAN €v vyl Badovtas éruTrEiv adXpupov Viwp. 
~ ? - A 
ot 8 al eicBawov kai éri Kdyiot Kabifor, 
fen 7 ¢ , \ ef Ud I a 
EEns O ECopevor ody ada TUTTOV EpETpors. 
e / > r 4 
aX OTE TOTTOV ATV, Oacov Te yéywve Boncas, 
| ‘est A , 
Kat TOT eyo Kuxdora Tpoonvdwy KepTopmioice 


“<« Kuro, ov ap éueddes avad«ioos avdpos 


éTaipous 
ESpevar ev ope yAadhup@ xpatepnde Bind. 
\ , fe S30 sf, , Ab 34 
Kal Ninv oé y Euedre KiynoecPar Kaka Epya, 
/ 2, > \ , > A Ato v 
oXETAL, eTEL Eeivous ovx aleo o@ Evi oiKkw 
; , A \ 7 \ \ » ? 
éoOéuevar: TO oe Levs ticato Kai Peol adXou. 
ec « > / 
“Os épaunv, 0 & érerta YoXkwoato Kynpot 
panrndor, 
HKEe © atoppyEas Kopudiy Opeos peyaroto, 
. \ , 
Kad & €Bade wpotrapo.le veos KvavoTrpwpoto. 
,’ 7 \ /* Lk, e \ / 
éxrvabn b€ Oddhacoa KaTEpYoMEVNS UVTO TETPNS* 
\ > @y? 9 , ’ , an 
Thy & ai nreipovde TadtppolLoy hépe Kdjma, 
i" / 
mrnpupls éx TovToLo, Oéuwoe O€ Yépoor ikécOat. 
avtap éy@ xelpecot KaBav TEpiunKEa KOVTOV 
oa Tape, Etdpoict © ErroTpivas €xédevea 
> / 4 7s e@ \ , , 
éuBaréew xorns,  bTéK KaKoTHTA Pvyotper, 
/ 
Kpatlt Katavevav of S€ TpoTETOVTES Epecaor. 
> , 7 \ \ / cA / b] a 
GXN OTE 62) Sls TOTTOV GXa TPNTCOVTES UTH[ED, 


1 


1 Line 483 (=540), tur@dv, edevnoev & oiniov &xpoy ixerOas, 


was rejected by Aristarchus. 
336 


470 


475 


480 


485 


490 


THE ODYSSEY, IX. 466-491 


And welcome to our dear comrades was the sight of 
us who had escaped death, but for the others they 
wept and wailed; yet I would not suffer them to 
weep, but with a frown forbade each man. Rather 
I bade them to fling on board with speed the many 
sheep of goodly fleece, and sail over the salt water. 
So they went on board straightway and sat down 
upon the benches, and sitting well in order smote 
the grey sea with their oars. But when I was as far 
away as a man’s voice carries when he shouts, then 
I spoke to the Cyclops with mocking words : 

“Cyclops, that man, it seems, was no weakling, 
whose comrades thou wast minded to devour by 
brutal strength in thy hollow cave. Full surely were 
thy evil deeds to fall on thine own head, thou cruel 
wretch, who didst not shrink from eating thy guests 
in thine own house. Therefore has Zeus taken 
vengeance on thee, and the other gods.’ 

“So I spoke, and he waxed the more wroth at 
heart, and broke off the peak of a high mountain 
and hurled it at us, and cast it in front of the dark- 
prowed sbip.!. And the sea surged beneath the 
stone as it fell, and the backward flow, like a flood 
from the deep, bore the ship swiftly landwards and 
drove it upon the shore. But I seized a long pole in 
my hands and shoved the ship off and along the 
shore, and with a nod of my head I roused my com- 
rades, and bade them fall to their oars that we might 
escape out of our evil plight. And they bent to their 
oars and rowed. But when, as we fared over the sea, 
we were twice as far distant, then was [ fain to call 


1 The spurious verse 483 has been omitted in the transla- 
tion as ruinous to the sense. It has made its way into the 
text from 540, where it is in place, 
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to the Cyclops, though round about me my comrades, 
one after another, sought to check me with gentle 
words : 

«Reckless one, why wilt thou provoke to wrath 
a savage man, who but now hurled his missile into 
the deep and drove our ship back to the land, and 
verily we thought that we had perished there? And 
had he heard one of us uttering a sound or speaking, 
he would have hurled a jagged rock and crushed our 
heads and the timbers of our ship, so mightily does 
he throw.’ 

“So they spoke, but they could not persuade my 
great-hearted spirit ; and I answered him again with 
angry heart : 

“Cyclops, if any one of mortal men shall ask 
thee about the shameful blinding of thine eye, say 
that Odysseus, the sacker of cities, blinded it, even 
the son of Laertes, whose home is in Ithaca.’ 

«So I spoke, and he groaned and said in answer: 
‘Lo now, verily a prophecy uttered long ago is come 
upon me. There lived here a soothsayer, a good 
man and tall, Telemus, son of Eurymus, who ex- 
celled all men in soothsaying, and grew old as a seer 
among the Cyclopes. He told me that all these 
things should be brought to pass in days to come, 
that by the hands of Odysseus I should lose my sight. 
But I ever looked for some tall and comely man to 
come hither, clothed in great might, but now one 
that is puny, a man of naught and a weakling, has 
blinded me of my eye when he had overpowered me 
with wine. Yet come hither, Odysseus, that I may 
set before thee gifts of entertainment, and may speed 
thy sending hence, that the glorious Earth-shaker may 
grant it thee. For I am his son, and he declares him- 
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self my father; and he himself will heal me, if it be 
his good pleasure, but none other either of the blessed 
gods or of mortal men.’ 

“So he spoke, and I answered him and said: 
‘Would that I were able to rob thee of soul and 
life, and to send thee to the house of Hades, as 
surely as not even the Earth-shaker shall heal thine 
eye. 
ve So I spoke, and he then prayed to the lord Po- 
seidon, stretching out both his hands to the starry 
heaven: ‘Hear me, Poseidon, earth-enfolder, thou 
dark-haired god, if indeed I am thy son and thou 
declarest thyself my father; grant that Odysseus, 
the sacker of cities, may never reach his home, even 
the son of Laertes, whose home is in Ithaca; but 
if it is his fate to see his friends and to reach his 
well-built house and his native land, late may he 
come and in evil case, after losing all his comrades, 
in a ship that is another's; and may he find woes in 
his house.’ 

“So he spoke in prayer, and the dark-haired god 
heard him. But the Cyclops lifted on high again 
a far greater stone, and swung and hurled it, putting 
into the throw measureless strength. He cast it a 
little behind the dark-prowed ship, and barely missed 
the end of the steering-oar. And the sea surged 
beneath the stone as it fell, and the wave bore the 
ship onward and drove it to the shore. 

“ Now when we had come to the island, where our 
other well-benched ships lay all together, and round 
about them our comrades, ever expecting us, sat weep- 
ing, then, on coming thither, we beached our ship on 
the sands, and ourselves went forth upon the shore 
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of the sea. Then we took from out the hollow ship 
the flocks of the Cyclops, and divided them, that so 
far as in me lay no man might go defrauded of an 
equal share. But the ram my well-greaved comrades 
gave to me alone, when the flocks were divided, as a 
gift apart; and on the shore I sacrificed him to Zeus, 
son of Cronos, god of the dark clouds, who is lord of 
all, and burned the thigh-pieces. Howbeit he heeded 
not my sacrifice, but was planning how all my well- 
benched ships might perish and my trusty comrades. 

“ So, then, all day long till set of sun we sat feast- 
ing on abundant flesh and sweet wine ; but when the 
sun set and darkness came on, then we lay down to 
rest on the shore of the sea. And as soon as early 
Dawn appeared, the rosy-fingered, I roused my com- 
rades, and bade them themselves to embark and to 
loose the stern cables. So they went on board 
straightway and sat down upon the benches, and 
sitting well in order smote the grey sea with their 
oars. 

“Thence we sailed on, grieved at heart, glad to 
have escaped death, though we had lost our dear 
comrades. 
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1 The meaning is that the savour and the sound of feasting 
may be noticed even before one enters the house proper. 

2 The word is a doubtful one. The rendering here given 
seems demanded by xi. 311, and fits all passages, though it 
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“Tren to the Aeolian isle we came, where dwelt 
Aeolus, son of Hippotas, dear to the immortal gods, 
in a floating island, and all around it is a wall of 
unbreakable bronze, and the cliff runs up sheer. 
Twelve children of his, too, there are in the halls, 
six daughters and six sturdy sons, and he gave his 
daughters to his sons to wife. These, then, feast 
continually by their dear father and good mother, 
and before them lies boundless good cheer. And 
the house, filled with the savour of feasting, re- 
sounds all about even in the outer court by day,! 
and by night again they sleep beside their chaste ~ 
wives on blankets and on corded bedsteads. To 
their city, then, and fair palace did we come, and for 
a full month he made me welcome and questioned 
me about each thing, about Ilios, and the ships of 
the Argives, and the return of the Achaeans. And 
1 told him all the tale in due order. But when T, on 
my part, asked him that I might depart and bade 
him send me on my way, he, too, denied me nothing, 
but furthered my sending. He gave me agit, 
made of the hide of an ox nine years old,? wh 
flayed, and therein he bound the paths of the blus- 
tering winds; for the son of Cronos had made him 


cannot be said to be appropriate in x. 390. Possibly nine 
was felt merely as a round number, or the age of nine taken 
merely to denote full maturity. 
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keeper of the winds, both to still and to rouse what- 
ever one he will. And in my hollow ship he bound 
it fast with a bright cord of silver, that not a breath 
might escape, were it never so slight. But for my 
furtherance he sent forth the breath of the West Wind 
to blow, that it might bear on their way both ships 
and men. Yet this he was not to bring to pass, for 
we were lost through our own folly. 

«For nine days we sailed, night and day alike, and 
now on the tenth our native land came in sight, and 
lo, we were so near that we saw men tending the 
beacon fires.! Then upon me came sweet sleep in 
my weariness, for I had ever kept in hand the sheet 
of the ship, and had yielded it to none other of my 
comrades, that we might the sooner come to our 
native land. But my comrades meanwhile began to 
speak one to another, and said that I was bringing 
home for myself gold and silver as gifts from Aeolus, 
the great-hearted son of Hippotas. And thus would 
one speak, with a glance at his neighbour : 

«“<¢ Out on it, how beloved and honoured this man 
is by all men, to whose city and land soever he 
comes! Much goodly treasure is he carrying with 
him from the land of Troy from out the spoil, while 
we, who have accomplished the same journey as he, 
are returning, bearing with us empty hands. And 
now Aeolus has given him these gifts, granting them 
freely of his love. Nay, come, let us quickly see 
what is here, what store of gold and silver is in the 
wallet.’ : 

“So they spoke, and the evil counsel of my comrades 
prevailed. They loosed the wallet, and all the winds 
leapt forth, and swiftly the storm-wind seized them 


1 Or the allusion may be to the fires of the herdsmen. 
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and bore them weeping out to sea away from their 
native land; but as for me, I awoke, and pondered in 
my goodly heart whether I should fing myself from 
the ship and perish in the sea, or endure in silence 
and still remain among the living. However, I en- 
dured and abode, and covering my head lay down in 
the ship. But the ships were borne by an evil blast 
of wind back to the Aeolian isle; and my comrades 
groaned, 

«There we went ashore and drew water, and 
straightway my comrades took their meal by the 
swift ships. But when we had tasted of food and 
drink, I took with me a herald and one companion 
and went to the glorious palace of Aeolus, and I 
found him feasting beside his wife and his children. 
So we entered the house and sat down by the door- 
posts on the threshold, and they were amazed at 
heart, and questioned us: 

«« How hast thou come hither, Odysseus? What 
cruel god assailed thee? Surely we sent thee forth 
with kindly care, that thou mightest reach thy 
native land and thy home, and whatever place thou 
wouldest.’ 

“So said they, but 1 with a sorrowing heart spoke 
among them and said: ‘ Bane did my evil comrades 
work me, and therewith sleep accursed ; but bring 
ye healing, my friends, for with you is the power.’ 

«So I spoke and addressed them with gentle words, 
but they were silent. Then their father answered 
and said: 

« «Begone from our island with speed, thou vilest 
of all that live. In no wise may I help or send upon 
his way that man who is hated of the blessed gods. 
Begone, for thou comest hither as one hated of the 


immortals.’ 
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1 The meaning appears to be that the interval between 
nightfall and daybreak is so short that a herdsman return- 
ing from his day’s task meets his fellow already driving his 
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“So saying, he sent me forth from the house, 
groaning heavily. - Thence we sailed on, grieved 
at heart. And worn was the spirit of the men by 
the grievous rowing, because of our own folly, for 
no longer appeared any breeze to bear us on our 
way. So for six days we sailed, night and day alike, 
and on the seventh we came to the lofty citadel of 
Lamus, even to Telepylus of the Laestrygonians, 
where herdsman calls to herdsman as he drives in 
his flock, and the other answers as he drives his 
forth. There a man who never slept could have 
earned a double wage, one by herding cattle, and 
one by pasturing white sheep; for the outgoings of 
the night and of the day are close together.1_ When 
we had come thither into the goodly harbour, about 
which on both sides a sheer cliff runs continuously, 
and projecting headlands opposite to one another 


stretch out at the mouth, and the entrance is —— 


narrow, then all the rest steered their curved ships 
in, and the ships were moored within the hollow 
harbour close together; for therein no wave ever 
swelled, great or sinall, but all about was a bright 
calm. But I alone moored my black ship outside, there 
on the border of the land, making the cables fast to 
the rock. Then I climbed to a rugged height, a 
point of outlook, and there took my stand; from 
thence no works of oxen or of men appeared ; 
smoke alone we saw springing up from the land. 
So then I sent forth some of my comrades to go and 
learn who the men were, who here ate bread upon 


flock forth for the following day. Thus a man who could 
do without sleep could earn a double wage. The passage 
is plainly due to some vague knowledge of the land of the 
midnight sun. 
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1 %épovto Zenodotus, Aristarchus : mévovto. 





1 The word if@/un might in this context naturally be 
taken to mean ‘‘ stalwart,” or even ‘‘ huge” (cf. 113), but as 
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the earth—two men I chose, and sent with them 
a third as a herald. Now when they had gone 
ashore, they went along a smooth road by which 
waggons were wont to bring wood down to the city 
from. the high mountains. “And before the city they 
met a maiden drawing water, the goodly } daughter 
of Laestrygonian Antiphates, who had come down to 
the fair-flowing spring Artacia, from whence they 
were wont to bear water to the town. So they came 
up to her and spoke to her, and asked her who was 
king of this folk, and who they were of whom he 
was lord. And she showed them forthwith the 
high-roofed house of her father. Now when they 
had entered the glorious house, they found there his 
wife, huge as the peak of a mountain, and they 
were aghast at her. At once she called from the 
place of assembly the glorious Antiphates, her hus- 
band, and he devised for them woeful destruction. 
Straightway he seized one of my comrades and made 
ready his meal, but the other two sprang up and 
came in flight to the ships. Then he raised a cry 
throughout. the city, and as they heard it the 
mighty Laestrygonians came thronging from all 
sides, a host past counting, not like men ‘but like the 
Giants: They hurled at us from the cliffs with 
rocks huge as a man could lift, and at once there 
rose throughout the ships a dreadful din, alike from 
men that were dying and from ships that were 
being crushed. aa spearing them like fishes they 
bore them hame, a loathly meal. Now while they 
were slaying those within the deep harbour, I mean- 


it is used twice of Penelope, and more than once of other 
women, in which cases no such connotation is to be thought 
of, I have preferred to give a more general rendering. 
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while drew my sharp sword from beside my thigh, 
and cut therewith the cables of my dark-prowed 
ship; and quickly calling to my comrades bade 
them fall to their oars, that we might escape from 
out our evil plight. And they all tossed the sea 
with their oar-blades in fear of death, and joyfully 
seaward, away from the beetling cliffs, my ship sped 
on; but all those other ships were lost together 
there. 

“Thence we sailed on, grieved at heart, glad to 
have escaped death, though we had lost our dear 
comrades ; and we came to the isle of Aeaea, where 
dwelt fair-tressed Circe, a dread goddess of human 
speech, own sister to Aeetes of baneful mind; and 
both are sprung from Helius, who gives light to 
mortals, and from Perse, their mother, whom Oceanus 
begot. Here we put in to shore with our ship in 
silence, into a harbour where ships may lie, and 
some god guided us. Then we disembarked, and 
lay there for two days and two nights, eating our 
hearts for weariness and sorrow. But when fair- 
tressed Dawn brought to its birth the third day, 
then 1 took my spear and my sharp sword, and 
quickly went up from the ship to a place of wide 
prospect, in the hope that I might see the works of 
men, and hear their voice. So I climbed to a 
rugged height, a place of outlook, and there took 
my stand, and I saw smoke rising from the broad- 
wayed earth in the halls of Circe, through the thick 
brush and the wood. And I debated in mind and 
heart, whether I should go and make search, when 
I had seen the flaming smoke. And as I pondered, 
this seemed to me to be the better way, to go first 
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to the swift ship and the shore of the sea, and give 
my comrades their meal, and send them forth to 
make search. “But when, as I went, 1 was near to the 
curved ship, then some god took pity on me in my 
loneliness, and sent a great, high-horned stag into my 
very path. He was coming down to the river from _ 
his pasture in the wood to drink, for the might of 
the sun oppressed him; and as he came out I struck 
him on the spine in the middle of the back, and the 
bronze spear passed right through him, and down 
he fell in the dust with a moan, and his spirit flew 
from him. Then I planted my feot upon him, and 
drew the bronze spear forth from the wound, and 
left it there to lie on the ground. But for myself, 
I plucked twigs and osiers, and weaving a rope as it 
were a fathom in length, well twisted from end to 
end, I bound together the feet of the monstrous 
beast, and went my way to the black ship, bearing 
him across my back and leaning on my spear, since 
in no wise could I hold him on my shoulder with one 
hand, for he was a very mighty beast. Down I flung 
him before the ship, and heartened my comrades 
with gentle words, coming up to each man in turn: — 

“<¢Friends, not yet shall we go down to the house 
of Hades, despite our sorrows, before the day of 
fate comes upon us. Nay, come, while there is 
yet food and drink in our swift ship, let us bethink 
us of food, that we pine not with hunger.’ 

“So I spoke, and they quickly hearkened to my 
words. From their faces they drew their cloaks,} 
and marvelled at the stag on the shore of the 
unresting sea, for he was a very mighty beast. But 


17The Greek veiled his face under stress of despairing 
sorrow, 
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when they had satisfied their eyes with gazing, they 
washed their hands, and made ready a glorious feast. 
So then all day long till set of sun we sat feasting 
on abundant flesh and sweet wine. But when the 
sun set and darkness came on, then we lay down 
to rest on the shore of the sea. And as soon as 
early Dawn appeared, the rosy-fingered, I called my 
men together, and spoke among them all : 

««Hearken to my words, comrades, for all your 
evil plight. My friends, we know not where the 
darkness is or where the dawn, neither where the 
sun, who gives light to mortals, goes beneath 
the earth, nor w there. he rises ; but let us straightway 
take thought if any device be still left us. As for me 
I think not that there is. For I climbed to a rugged 
point of outlook, and beheld the island, about which 
is set as a crown the boundless deep. ‘The isle 
itself lies low, and in the midst of it my eyes saw 
smoke through the thick brush and the wood.’ 

“So I spoke, and their spirit was broken within 
them, as they remembered the deeds of the Laes- 
trygonian, Antiphates, and the violence of the 
great-hearted Cyclops, the man-eater. And they 
wailed aloud, and shed big tears. But no good 
came of their mourning. 

‘Then I told off in two bands all my well-greaved 
comrades, and appointed a leader for each band. 
Of the one I took command, and of the other 
godlike Eurylochus. Quickly then we shook lots 
in a brazen helmet, and out leapt the lot of great- 
hearted Euryloc hus: So he set out, and with 
him went two-and-twenty comrades, all weeping ; 
and they left us behind, lamenting. Within the 
forest glades they found the house of Circe, built 
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of polished stone in a place of wide outlook,! and 
round .about it were mountain wolves and _ lions, 
whom Circe herself had bewitched; for she gave 
them evil drugs. Yet these beasts did not rush 
upon my men, but pranced about them fawningly, 
wagging their long tails. And as when hounds 
fawn around their master as he comes from a 
feast, for he ever brings them bits to soothe 
their temper, so about them fawned the stout- 
clawed wolves and lions ; but they were seized with 
fear, as they saw the dread monsters. So they 
stood in the gateway of the fair-tressed goddess, 
and within they heard Circe singing with sweet 
voice, as she went to and fro before a_ great 
imperishable web, such as is the handiwork of 
goddesses, finely-woven and beautiful, and glorious. 
Then among them spoke Polites, a leader of men, 
dearest to me of my comrades, and trustiest : 

«Friends, within someone goes to and fro, before 
a great web, singing sweetly, so that all the floor 
echoes; some goddess it is, or some woman. Come, 
let us quickly call to her.’ 

“So he spoke, and they cried aloud, and called 
to her. And she straightway came forth and opened 
the bright doors, and bade them in; and all went 
with her in their folly. Only Eurylochus remained 
behind, for he suspected that there was a snare. 
She brought them in and made them sit on chairs 
and seats, and made for them a potion of cheese 
and barley meal and yellow honey with Pramnian 
wine; but in the food she mixed baneful drugs, that 
they might utterly forget their native land. Now 


situated in an open glade or clearing. The isle itself was 
low (line 196). 
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when she had given them the potion, and they 
had drunk it off, then she presently smote them 
with her wand, and penned them in the sties. 
And they had the heads, and voice, and _ bristles, 
and shape of swine, but their minds remained 
unchanged even as before. So they were penned 
there weeping, and before them Circe flung mast 
and acorns, and the fruit of the cornel tree, to 
eat, such things as wallowing swine are wont to 
feed upon. 

«“ But Eurylochus came back straightway to the 
swift, black ship, to bring tiding of his comrades 
and their shameful doom. Not a word could he 
utter, for all his desire, so stricken to the heart 
was he with great distress, and his eyes were filled 
with tears, and his spirit was set on lamentation. 
But when we questioned him in amazement, then 
he told the fate of the others, his comrades. 

“¢We went through the thickets, as thou badest,_ 
noble Odysseus. We found in the forest glades a 
fair palace, built of polished stones, in a place of 
wide outlook. There someone was going to and 
fro before a great web, and singing with clear voice, 
some goddess or some woman, and they cried aloud, 
and called to her. And she came forth straightway, 
and opened the bright doors, and bade them in; 
and they all went with her in their folly. But I 
remained behind, for I suspected that there was 
a snare. Then they all vanished together, nor did 
one of them appear again, though I sat long and 
watched.’ 

«So he spoke, and I cast my silver-studded sword 
about my shoulders, a great sword of bronze, and 
slung my bow about me, and bade him lead me 
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back by the self-same road. But he clasped me 
with both hands, and besought me by my knees, 
and with wailing he spoke to me winged words: 

“¢Tead me not thither against my will, O thou 
fostered of Zeus, but leave me here. For I know 
that thou wilt neither come back thyself, nor bring 
anyone of thy comrades. Nay, with these that 
are here let us flee with all speed, for still we 
may haply escape the evil day.’ 

“So he spoke, but I answered him, and said: 
‘Eurylochus, do thou stay here in this place, eating 
and drinking by the hollow, black ship; but I will 
go, for strong necessity is laid upon me.’ 

“So saying, I went up from the ship and the sea. 
But when, as I went through the sacred glades, 
I was about to come to the great house of the 
sorceress, Circe, then Hermes, of the golden wand, 
met me as I went toward the house, in the likeness 
of a young man with the first down upon his lip, 
in whom the charm of youth is fairest. He clasped 
my hand, and spoke, and addressed me: 

«« Whither now again, hapless man, dost thou go 
alone through the hills, knowing naught of the 
country? Lo, thy comrades yonder in the house of 
Circe are penned like swine in close-barred sties. 
And art thou come to release them? Nay, I tell 
thee, thou shalt not thyself return, but shalt remain 
there with the others. But come, I will free thee 
from harm, and save thee. Here, take this potent 
herb, and go to the house of Circe, and it shall ward 
off from thy head the evil day. And I will tell 
thee all the baneful wiles of Circe. She will mix 
thee a potion, and cast drugs into the food; but 
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THE ODYSSEY, X. 291-317 


even so she shall not be able to bewitch thee, for 
the potent herb that I shall give thee will not suffer 
it. And I will tell thee all. When Circe shall 
smite thee with her long wand, then do thou 
draw thy sharp sword from beside thy thigh, and 
rush upon Circe, as though thou wouldst slay her. 
And she will be seized with fear, and will bid 
thee lie with her. Then do not thou thereafter 
refuse the couch of the goddess, that she may set 
free thy comrades, and give entertainment to thee. 
But bid her swear a great oath by the blessed gods, 
that she will not plot against thee any fresh mis- 
chief to thy hurt, lest when she has thee stripped 
she may render thee a weakling and unmanned.’ 
«So saying, Argeiphontes gave me the herb, draw- 
ing it from the ground, and showed me its nature. 
At the root it was black, but its flower was like 
milk. Moly the gods call it, and it is hard for 
mortal men to dig; but with the gods all things 
are possible. Hermes then departed to high 
Olympus through the wooded isle, and I went 
my way to the house of Circe, and many things 
did my heart darkly ponder as I went. So I 
stood at the gates of the fair-tressed goddess. 
There I stood and called, and the goddess heard 
my voice. Straightway then she came forth, and 
opened the bright doors, and bade me in; and 
I went with her, my heart sore troubled. She 
brought me in and made me sit on a silver-studded 
chair, a beautiful chair, richly wrought, and beneath 
was a foot-stool for the feet. And she prepared me 
a potion in a golden cup, that I might drink, and 
put therein a drug, with evil purpose in her heart. 
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But when she had given it me, and I had drunk 
it off, yet was not bewitched, she smote me with her 
wand, and spoke, and addressed me: ‘ Begone now 
to the sty, and lie with the rest of thy comrades.’ 

“So she spoke, but 1, drawing my sharp sword 
from beside my thigh, rushed upon Circe, as 
though I would slay her. But she, with a loud 
ery, ran beneath, and clasped my _ knees, and 
with wailing she spoke to me winged words: 

«Who art thou among men, and from whence? 
Where is thy city, and where thy parents? Amaze- 
ment holds me that thou hast drunk this charm 
and wast in no wise bewitched. For no man 
else soever hath withstood this charm, when once 
he has drunk it, and it has passed the barrier 
of his teeth. Nay, but the mind in thy breast 
is one not to be beguiled. Surely thou art 
Odysseus, the man of ready device, who Argei- 
phontes of the golden wand ever said to me would 
come hither on his way home from Troy with his 
swift, black ship. Nay, come, put up thy sword in 
its sheath, and let us two then go up into my bed, 
that couched together in love we may put trust in 
each other.’ 

“So she spoke, but I answered her, and said: 
‘Circe, how canst thou bid me be gentle to thee, 
who hast turned my comrades into swine in thy 
halls, and now keepest me here, and with guileful 
purpose biddest me go to thy chamber, and go 
up into thy bed, that when thou hast me stripped 
thou mayest render me a weakling and unmanned? 
Nay, verily, it is not I that shall be fain to go 
up into thy bed, unless thou, goddess, wilt consent 
to swear a mighty oath that thou wilt not plot 
against me any fresh mischief to my hurt.’ re 

VOL, L N 


HOMER 


$s “Os epapny, 7) é avutix CT @MYUED, os éxehevov. 345 
avTap emrel P Omocev TE TEAEUTHGEV TE TOV GpKov, 
Kal TOT €y@ Kips ere Bnv TepiKarn€os evv is. 

" "Appirrorot & apa TEWS pev evt peyapovoe ™ €éVOVTO 
TETTApES, at ol bapa Kara Spnarerpar ¢ gage’ 
yiyvourat 8 dpa tal y ee TE Kpyvewv aTro i aroéwy 350 
eK oe lepav TOTALOV, OL T els drade T popéouct. 
TawY 7) pev EBarre Opovors € éve pyyea Kana 
moppupea Kabutrep0’, uTrévepbe 6é ri” vméBarrev 
y om érépn T porrapowe Opovey € étitaive Tpatrélas 
apyupéas, emi O€ ade TiOet Xpuceta Kaveva" 355 
a) O€ Tpit, K PNT pe pedihpova oivov éxipva 
novy € év apyupee, véwe O€ xpucera cuTrehha* 
n O€ TeTapTn vdwp edoper kal mp avexKate 
moNNXov UTO TpiTodL pweyaro: latveto & Vdwp. 
avTap €TrEl 61) Geooev Boop. évl mvoTre NAAKO, 360 
és p acapuvOov € ésaca Ao’ eK TpiTro6os Heyarouo, 
Oupnpes Kepagaca, KATA KPaTOS TE Kal OMe, 
ofppa Hoe eK Kaparov OupopOopov elXETO yuior. 
avTap érrel NodaEeV TE Kal EXpLoeV Nit erat, 
gin O€ fe xraivav Kari Badev noe XeTava, 365 
elae 6€ eloayayovca él Opovou apyupor dou . 
KaXov Saidaréou, UO bé Opivus Tool meu" 
xépuiBa & dup itroros 7 PoXowp em eX EVE pépovea 
KAN} YpuCcELn, AK: dipyupéoto AEBTOS, 
vifrag Oar: Tapa é corny € eTavuace TpaTetav. 370 
ottov © aidoin tapin wapéOnke hépovaa, 
eldata TOAN érrileioa, xapelomern TapeovTov.! 
éeoOéuevat & exédevevs uo Oo Ux, jiveave dupe, 
GAN tiny adroppovéwy, Kaka 8 daceto ups. 


1 Lines 368-72 are omitted in most MSS, 
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“So I spoke, and she straightway swore the oath 
to do me no harm, as I bade her. But when 
she had sworn, and made an end of the oath, 
then I went up to the beautiful bed of Circe. 

“ But her handmaids meanwhile were busied in the 
halls, four maidens who are her serving-women in 
the house. Children are they of the springs and 
groves, and of the sacred rivers that flow forth 
to the sea, and of them one threw upon chairs 
fair rugs of purple above, and spread beneath 
them a linen cloth; another drew up before the 
chairs tables of silver, and set upon them golden 
baskets ; and the third mixed sweet, honey-hearted 
wine in-a bowl of silver, and served out golden 
cups; and the fourth brought water, and kindled 
a great fire beneath a large cauldron, and the water 
grew warm. But when the water boiled in the 
bright bronze, she set me in a bath, and bathed 
me with water from out the great cauldron, mixing 
it to my liking, and pouring it over my head 
and shoulders, till she took from my limbs soul- 
consuming weariness. But when she had bathed 
me, and anointed me richly with oil, and had 
cast about me a fair cloak and a tunic, she brought 
me into the hall, and made me sit upon a silver- 
studded chair—a beautiful chair, richly wrought, 
and beneath was a foot-stool for the feet. Then 
a handmaid brought water for the hands in a fair 
pitcher of gold, and poured it over a silver basin 
for me to wash, and beside me drew up a polished 
table. And the grave housewife brought and set 
before me bread, and therewith meats in abundance, 
granting freely of her store. Then she bade me eat, 
but my heart inclined not thereto. Rather, I sat 


with other thoughts, and my spirit boded ill. 
37! 


HOMER 


“ , sy C1) pats woo Ng a STN ERP 
Kipxn 8 ws évonoev Ep i)evov ovd el GiT@ 
a , Ph: es | } LA 4 ‘al 4 
Yelpas (addXovta, Kpatepov' dé pe TEVOOS EXOVTA, 
” / ” , , 
dyxXe TapioTapen eTEa TTEPOEVTA TPOTNVOA' 


375 


“<TU60 odtws, Odvced, Kat’ ap Efear icos avavow, 


Oupov édov, Bpwopns & ody amrrteat ode TOTHTOS; 
> , , ” ” 2»O7 , \ 
7) Td Tov OdXNOV AANOV OleaL* OVE TL TE YPN 

cd , 
Serdipev: On yap ToL aT@poca KapTEpoY OpKov. 


380 


con yy ,’ > \ 5) / ,’ , , 
Os pat’, avTap éyo pv aperBopevos TpodéerTroy 


‘ 3 / te / > / A b] / v 
Q. Kiprn, tis yap Kev avnp, os évatoipos ein, 
mpl Train Taccacbat ednTtVos 7d TOTHTOS, 


mpw AWaacl Erdpovs Kal év opPadpoiow ibécPaL; 385 


Gdn’ & 67) Tpodpacca Trey hayeuev TE KEAEVELS, 
A CAS "Fin eee > 7 e , , 
door, WwW opOarpoicw idw épinpas éTatpous. 
“Os ebapnv, Kipen 8é dex peyaporo BeByxet 
C24, ” 29 5D) / fal / 8 “) / ral 
paBédov éyova’ év xetpt, Ovpas 8 avéwEe cuderod, 
éx & €Xacev otdroow €oLkoTas évvEewpotowy. 
Of pev Errert’ €otnoav évaytiot, 7 Sé dv avTav 
> s / € / / wv 
EpKoevn TpoTarE pev ExATTO pappmakov adXo. 
Tav © éx« pwev peréwy Tpixes Eppeov, as mpiv Epuce 
/ 
pdppaxov ovrAopevov, TO odw Tope TOTVLA KipKn: 
” 24 a2 , a , e 
avdpes & arp éyévovto vewTEpot 7) Tupos Hoar, 
\ \ , \ / ’ / 
Kal TOAV KadXLoveEs Kal pelCoves eicopdadbat. 
> fal 
éyvwoav b€ mw éxetvor Epuv T ev Yepolw ExacToOS. 
an ~ / id / , > »,§ \ r 
macw © (wepoets UTrédu yoos, appt dé dua 
opepdaréov KovaBite: Gea & €déaipe Kal avTy. 
““H 8é pev a a ja Ota Oeawv* 
peu ayXl oTaca Tpocnvoa Sta Bedwy 
‘ Avoyevés Aaeptiadyn, ToXupnyxav’ ‘Odvaced, 


1 kpatepby: otuyepoy. 


372 


390 


400 


THE ODYSSEY, X. 375-401 


“Now when Circe noted that I sat thus, and did 
not put forth my hands to the food, but was 
burdened with sore grief, she came close to me, 
and spoke winged words: 

«“«Why, Odysseus, dost thou sit thus like one that 
is dumb, eating thy heart, and dost not touch food 
or drink? Dest thou haply forbode some other 
‘ guile? Nay, thou needest in no wise fear, for 
already have I sworn a mighty oath to do thee 
no harm.’ 

“So she spoke, but I answered her, and said: 
‘Circe, what man that is right-minded could bring 
himself to taste of food or drink, ere yet he had 
won freedom for his comrades, and beheld them 
before his face? But if thou of a ready heart 
dost bid me eat and drink, set them free, that mine 
eyes may behold my trusty comrades.’ 

“So I spoke, and Circe went forth through the hall 
holding her wand in her hand, and opened the 
doors of the sty, and drove them out in the 
form of swine of nine years old. So they stood 
there before her, and she went through the midst 
of them, and anointed each man with another 
charm. Then from their limbs the bristles fell 
away which the baneful drug that queenly Circe 
gave them had before made to grow, and they 
became men again, younger than they were before, 
and far comelier and taller to look upon. They 
knew me, and clung to my hands, each man of 
them, and upon them all came a passionate sobbing, 
and the house about them rang wondrously, and the 
goddess herself was moved to pity. 

“Then the beautiful goddess drew near me, and 
said: ‘Son of Laertes, sprung from Zeus, Odysseus 


373 


HOMER 


EpXeo vov em vija Oony Kal Oiva Oardoons. 
vija pev ap TaLT POT OV épicoare NTELPOVOE, 
KTHuaTa © ev oTNETOL TWEAdTOAaTE OTA TE TATA’ 
autos 8 avr lévar cal aye épinpas Etaipous.’ 405 
“Os éfat’, avtap éuol y eretreiPeTo Oupos aynvop, 
Biv Oe devat éml vija Bony Kal Oiva Jardoons. 
ebpov érert emt vnt Gon € épinpas éTaipous 
olKTp odopupopevous, Aadepov Kara Saxpu NEovTas. 
as 8 6T dv dypavroe TOples mept Bovs ayeraias, 410 
eMOoveas € és KOT pov; émny Botavns KOpéd @VTAL, 
Taoae apa oKalpovow évayTiae ove’ Te onKoOL 
iaxovo’, arn’ dowov HUK@pEvaL appOéovat 
pntépas* @s ew €xeivo érrel idov opOaroict, 
Saxpuoevres € EXUVTO doxnoe o apa opict Oupos 415 
aS EUED, @S eb Tarpio ixotato Kal oN avuTny 
TpNXeins ldaxns, & wa T erpadev HO éyévovTo. 
Kai pw odo pupopevor émTea TTEPOEVTA Tpornudar- 
«« Soi wev vooticavTt, SvoTpepés, &s EX APN LEV, 
@s el T ELS TOdxny adixoipeba maTploa yatav: 420 
GNW aye, TOV ado erdpov Kat are fov ddeO pov.’ 
“SOs epar, avTap éy@ Tpooedny padaxots étéecor: 
‘Nija jeev ap Td pT pwroy epvo copev iymEtpove€, 
KTNMATa 8 év omerae Tehao 7 oMeV Oma Te TavTa: 
auto. © oTpuverbe € ewok apa mavtes EvecOat, 425 
bppa ion érdpous ‘eoots €v dopace Kipens 
mivovtTas Kat eSovras: emnetavov yep EXovgw.’ 
“<O¢ ébaunp, ot é axa éuots éréer at 7 Bov70. 
Evpvroxos d€ [0 olos €puKave TUvTas Biel, 
Kal abeas pwvijoas érea TTEpoevta Tpocnvda! 430 


1 Line 430 is omitted in many MSS. 
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of many devices, go now to thy swift ship and to 
the shore of the sea. First of all do ye draw the 
ship up on the land, and store your goods and 
all the tackling in caves. Then come back thyself, 
and bring thy trusty comrades.’ 

«So she spoke, and my proud heart consented. 
I went my way to the swift ship and the shore 
of the sea, and there I found my trusty comrades 
by the swift ship, wailing piteously, shedding big 
tears. And as when calves in a farmstead sport 
about the droves of cows returning to the yard, 
when they have had their fill of grazing—all 
together they frisk before them, and the pens no 
longer hold them, but with constant lowing they 
run about their mothers—so those men, when their 
eyes beheld me, thronged about me weeping, and 
it seemed to their hearts as though they had got 
to their native land, and the very city of rugged 
Ithaca, where they were bred and born. And with 
wailing they spoke to me winged words: 

«At thy return, O thou fostered of Zeus, we 
are as glad as though we had returned to Ithaca, our 
native land. But come, tell the fate of the others, 
our comrades.’ 

“So they spoke, and I answered them with gentle 
words : ‘ First of all let us draw the ship up on the 
land, and store our goods and all the tackling in caves. 
Then haste you, one and all, to go with me that you 
may see your comrades in the sacred halls of Circe, 
drinking and eating, for they have unfailing store.’ 

“So I spoke, and they quickly hearkened to my 
words. Eurylochus alone sought to hold back all 
my comrades, and he spoke, and addressed them 
with winged words: 
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“ «Ah, wretched men, whither are we going? 
Why are you so enamoured of these woes, as to 
go down to the house of Circe, who will change 
us all to swine, or wolves, or lions, that so we 
may guard her great house perforce? Even so 
did the Cyclops, when our comrades went to his 
fold, and with them went this reckless Odysseus, 
For it was through this man’s folly that they too 
perished.’ 

“So he spoke, and I pondered in heart, whether 
to draw my long sword from beside my _ stout 
thigh, and therewith strike off his head, and bring 
it to the ground, near kinsman of mine by marriage 
though he was; but my comrades one after another 
sought to check me with gentle words : 

re O thou sprung fea Zeus, as for this man, we 
will leave him, if thou so biddest, to abide here 
by the ship, and to guard the ship, but as for 
us, do thou lead us to the sacred house of Circe.’ 

“So saying, they went up from the ship and the 
sea, Nor was Eurylochus left beside the hollow ship, 
but he went with us, for he feared my dread reproof. 

“Meanwhile in her halls Circe bathed the rest 
of my comrades with kindly care, and anointed 
them richly with oil, and cast about them fleecy 
cloaks and tunics; and we found them all feasting 
bountifully in the halls. But when they saw and 
recognized one another, face to face, they wept 
and wailed, and the house rang around. Then the 
beautiful goddess drew near me, and said: 

*“*No longer now do ye rouse this plenteous 
lamenting. Of myself I know both all the woes 
you have suffered on the teeming deep, and all 
the wrong that cruel men have done you on the 
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land. Nay, come, eat food and drink wine, until 
you once more get spirit in your breasts such as 
when at the first you left your native land of rugged 
Ithaca; but now ye are withered and spiritless, ever 
thinking of your weary wanderings, nor are your 
hearts ever joyful, for verily ye have suffered 
much.’ 

“So she spoke, and our proud hearts consented. 
So there day after day for a full year we abode, 
feasting on abundant flesh and sweet wine. But 
when a year was gone and the seasons turned, as 
the months waned and the long days were brought 
in their course, then my trusty comrades called me 
forth, and said : 

«Strange man, bethink thee now at last of thy 
native land, if it is fated for thee to be saved, 
and to reach thy high-roofed house and thy native 
land.’ 

“So they spoke, and my proud heart consented. 
So then all day long till set of sun we sat feasting 
on abundant flesh and sweet wine. But when 
the sun set and darkness came on, they lay down 
to sleep throughout the shadowy halls, but I went 
up to the beautiful bed of Circe, and besought 
her by her knees; and the goddess heard my voice, 
and I spoke, and addressed her with winged words: 

““< Circe, fulfil for me the promise which thou gavest 
to send me home; for my spirit is now eager to be 
gone, and the spirit-of my comrades, who make 
my heart to pine, as they sit about me mourning, 
whensoever thou haply art not at hand.’ 

“So I spoke, and the beautiful goddess straightway 
made answer: ‘Son of Laertes, sprung from Zeus, 
Odysseus of many devices, abide ye now no longer 


379 


HOMER 


AXN aAXAnY XP} TPATov odov Terécat Kal ixéoGat 490 
, , / / \ , lal /, 
els “Aiéao Edopous Kal érrawns Hepoepoveins, 
Wuy) xXpncopévous OnBatov Terpeciao, 
n r / 4 , , 
fLavTnos aaod, Tov Te Hpéves EuTredot elae’ 
T@® Kal TEOvNwTL voor Tope Ilepaedpovera, 
v lal \ \ \ Dis. ’ 
olw weTviabat, Tot 6€ OKLAL alacouvGLy. 495 
“SO> Epat’, avtap emol ye KaTexXaaOn pirov HTOp: 
a sme dig: A 5 HEED Ea | 
cratov & év Nexéecat KAO HwEvosS, OVSE VU ol KP 
” tg" 4 Ni nares / > , 
Ger’ Ett Ewerv kai opav paos nediovo. 
? \ > A , f / ray / 
aitap mel KAaiwY TE KUALYOOpLEVOS T ExopeaOny, 
Kal TOTE 57) puv eTecow aperBouevos TmpocéerTrov: 500 
) a \ / S 
“©( Kipen, Tis yap TavTny odoy HyEewovevoel; 
> wv ’ ” f > / \ / > 
eis "Atdos & ov @ Tis APiKEeTo VyL medatyy. ; 
«O> ébapny, 7 8 adtix’ duetBeto Sia Pedwv: 
‘ Avoyeves Aaeptiddn, Todupnxay ‘Odvoced, 
/ , e I 87 \ \ XE Q 
pln TL TOL NYEMOVOS YE TOUN Tapa VIL pEehETUw, 505 
iotov 5€ otHaas ava CO iotia NevKA TeETUTCAS 
e \ / / \ , , 
Aabar thy 5€ Ké Tor TvOLN Bopéao pépynow. 
GXN oroT av 67 vyl Ov "Oxeavoto mepyons, 
ev” der) Te Nayela” Kat adroea Mepoedoveins, 
paxpat T airyerpot Kal iTéat @A€olKapToL, 510 
vija He auton KéAoat em” “Oxeave Babvoivn, 
autos & eis "Aidew lévar Sopov evpwevta. 
&vOa pev eis ’Axepovta IlupiupdXeyeBwv Te péovowy 
yr ft , Speen & y ‘ Wt) , 5) ? , 
Kexutos 6’, 0s 6 Xtuyos UdaTos éotiv atroppo€, 
TETpN TE Evveois TE OU TOTALOV epidouToy: 515 
évOa & erred’, pes, Xpupets TENAS, WS oe KEANEVY, 
BoOpov opvEat, daov Te Tuyovctoy évOa Kai évOa, 
l oddé vU por Kap: ovde Te Oumds. 
¥ re Adxetas T CAdxeia: 7 eAaxeia; Cf. ix. 116. 
380 oa 


THE ODYSSEY, X. 490-517 


in my house against your will; but you must first 
complete another journey, and come to the house 
of Hades and dread Persephone, to seek soothsaying 
of the spirit of Theban Teiresias, the blind seer, 
whose mind abides steadfast. To him even in 
death Persephone has granted reason, that he alone 
should have understanding ; but the others flit about 
as shadows.’ 

“So she spoke, and my spirit was broken within 
me, and I wept as I sat on the bed, nor had my 
heart any longer desire to live and behold the 
light of the sun. But when I had had my fill of 
weeping and writhing, then I made answer, and 
addressed her, saying : 

«¢Q Circe, who will guide us on this journey? 
To Hades no man ever yet went in a black ship.’ 

“ So I spoke, and the beautiful goddess straightway 
made answer: ‘Son of Laertes, sprung from Zeus, 
Odysseus of many devices, let there be in thy 
mind no concern for a pilot to guide thy ship,} 
but set up thy mast, and spread the white sail, 
and sit thee down; and the breath of the North 
Wind will bear her onward. But when in thy 
ship thou hast now crossed the stream of Oceanus, 
where is a level shore and the groves of Perse- 
phone—tall poplars, and willows that shed their 
fruit—there do thou beach thy ship by the deep 
eddying Oceanus, but go thyself to the dank house 
of Hades. There into Acheron flow Periphlegethon 
and Cocytus, which is a branch of the water of 
the Styx; and there is a rock, and the meeting 
place of the two roaring rivers. Thither, prince, 
do thou draw nigh, as I bid thee, and dig a pit 
of a cubit’s length this way and that, and around 

1 Or, ‘‘as thou tarriest by thy ship.” 
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it pour a libation to all the dead, first with milk 
and honey, thereafter with sweet wine, and in 
the third place with water, and sprinkle thereon 
white barley meal. And do thou earnestly entreat 
the powerless heads of the dead, vowing that when 
thou comest to Ithaca thou wilt sacrifice in thy 
halls a barren heifer, the best thou hast, and wilt 
fill the altar with rich gifts; and that to Teiresias 
alone thou wilt sacrifice separately a ram, wholly 
black, the goodliest of thy flock. But when with 
prayers thou hast made supplication to the glorious 
tribes of the dead, then sacrifice a ram and a 
black ewe, turning their heads toward Erebus 
but thyself turning backward, and setting thy face 
towards the streams of the river. Then many 
ghosts of men that are dead will come forth. 
But do thou thereafter call to thy comrades, and 
bid them flay and burn the sheep that lie there, 
slain by the pitiless bronze, and make prayer to 
the gods, to mighty Hades and to dread Perse- 
phone. And do thou thyself draw thy sharp sword 
from beside thy thigh, and sit there, not suffering 
the powerless heads of the dead to draw near to 
the blood, till thou hast enquired of Teiresias. 
~Then the seer will presently come to thee, leader 
of men, and he will tell thee thy way and the 
| measures of thy path, and of thy return, how thou 
mayest go over the teeming deep.’ 

“So she spoke, and straightway came golden- 
throned Dawn. Round about me then she cast 
a cloak and tunic as raiment, and the nymph 
clothed herself in a long white robe, finely-woven 
and beautiful, and about her waist she cast a fair 
girdle of gold, and upon her head she put a veil. 
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But I went through the halls, and roused my men 
with gentle words, coming up to each man in turn * 

“«No longer now sleep ye, and drowse in sweet 
slumber, but let us go; lo! queenly Circe has told 
me all.’ 

“So I spoke, and their proud hearts consented. 
But not even from thence could I lead my men 
unscathed. There was one, Elpenor, the youngest 
of all, not over valiant in war nor sound of 
understanding, who had laid him down apart from 
his comrades in the sacred house of Circe, seeking 
the cool air, for he was heavy with wine. He 
heard the noise and the bustle of his comrades 
as they moved about, and suddenly sprang up, 
and forgot to go to the long ladder that he might 
come down again, but fell headlong from the roof, 
and his neck was broken away from the spine, and 
his spirit went down to the house of Hades. 

“But as my men were going on their way I 
spoke among them, saying: ‘Ye think, forsooth, 
that ye are going to your dear native land; but 
Circe has pointed out for us another journey, even 
to the house of Hades and dread Persephone, to 
consult the spirit of Theban Teiresias.’ 

“So I spoke, and their spirit was broken within 
them, and sitting down right where they were, 
they wept and tore their hair. But no good came 
of their lamenting. 

“But when we were on our way to the swift 
ship and the shore of the sea, sorrowing and 
shedding big tears, meanwhile Circe had gone 
forth and made fast beside the black ship a ram 
and a black ewe, for easily had she passed us by. 
Who with his eyes could behold a god against his 


will, whether going to or fro? 
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«Bur when we had come down to the ship and to 
the sea, first of all we drew the ship down to the 
bright sea, and set the mast and sail in the black 
ship, and took the sheep and put them aboard, and 
ourselves embarked, sorrowing, and shedding big 
tears. And for our aid in the wake of our dark- 
prowed ship a fair wind that filled the sail, a goodly 
comrade, was sent by fair-tressed Circe, dread god- 
dess of human speech. So when we had made fast 
all the tackling throughout the ship, we sat down, 
and the wind and the “helmsman made straight her 
course. All tne day long her sail was stretched as 
she sped over the sea; and the sun set and all the 
ways grew dark. 

“She came to deep-flowing Oceanus, that bounds 
the Earth,! where is the land and city of the Cim- 
merians, wrapped in mist and cloud. Never does 
the bright sun look down on them with his rays 
either when he mounts the starry heaven or when 
he turns again to earth from heaven, but baneful 
night is spread over wretched mortals. Thither we 
came and beached our ship, and took out the sheep, 
and ourselves went beside the stream of Oceanus 
until we came to the place of which Circe had 
told us. 

« Here Perimedes and Eurylochus held the victims, 
while I drew my sharp sword from beside my thigh, 


1 Or, possibly, ‘‘to Ocean’s further marge.” 
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and dug a pit of a cubit’s length this way and that, 
and around it poured a libation to all the dead, first 
with milk and honey, thereafter with sweet wine, 
and in the third place with water, and I sprinkled 
thereon white barley meal. And I earnestly entreated 
the powerless heads of the dead, vowing that when 
I came to Ithaca I would sacrifice in my halls a 
barren heifer, the best I had, and pile the altar with 
goodly gifts, and to Teiresias alone would sacrifice: 
separately a ram, wholly black, the goodliest of my 
flocks. But when with vows and prayers I had made 
supplication to the tribes of the dead, I took the 
sheep and cut their throats over the pit, and the 
dark blood ran forth. Then there gathered from 
out of Erebus the spirits of those that are dead, 
brides, and unwedded youths, and toil-worn old men, 
and tender maidens with hearts yet new to sorrow, 
and many, too, that had been wounded with bronze- 
tipped spears, men slain in fight, wearing their blood- 
stained armour. These came thronging in crowds 
about the pit from every side, with a wondrous cry ; 
and pale fear seized me. Then I called to my com- 
rades and bade them flay and burn the sheep that 
lay there slain with the pitiless bronze, and to make 
prayer to the gods, to mighty Hades and dread Per- 
sephone. And I myself drew my sharp sword from 
beside my thigh and sat there, and would not suffer 
the powerless heads of the dead to draw near to the 
blood until I had enquired of Teiresias. 

“The first to come was the spirit of my comrade 
Elpenor. Not yet had he been buried beneath the 
broad-wayed earth, for we had left his corpse behind 
us in the hall of Circe, unwept and unburied, since 
another task was then urging uson. When I saw him 
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I wept, and my heart had compassion on him; and I 
spoke and addressed him with winged words: 

“¢Elpenor, how didst thou come beneath the 
murky darkness? Thou coming on foot hast out- 
stripped me in my black ship.’ 

“ So I spoke, and with a groan he answered me and 
said: ‘Son of Laertes, sprung from Zeus, Odysseus 
of many devices, an evil doom of some god was my 
undoing, and measureless wine. When I had lain” 
down to sleep in the house of Circe I did not think to 
go to the long ladder that I might come down again, 
but fell headlong from the roof, and my neck was 
broken away from the spine and my spirit went down 
to the house of Hades. Now I beseech thee by those 
whom we left behind, who are not present with us, 
by thy wife and thy father who reared thee when a 
babe, and by Telemachus whom thou didst leave an 
only son in thy halls; for I know that as thou goest 
hence from the house of Hades thou wilt touch at 
the Aeaean isle with thy well-built ship. There, 
then, O prince, I bid thee remember me. Leave me- 
not behind thee unwept and unburied as thou goest 
thence, and turn notaway from me, lest haply I bring 
the wrath of the gods upon thee. Nay, burn me with 
my armour, all that is mine, and heap up a mound 
for me on the shore of the grey sea, in memory of an 
unhappy man, that men yet to be may learn of me. 
Fulfil this my prayer, and fix upon the mound my 
oar wherewith I rowed in life when I was among my 
comrades.’ 

«So he spoke, and I made answer and said: ‘ All 
this, unhappy man, will I perform and do.’ 

“Thus we two sat and held sad converse one with 
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the other, I on one side holding my sword over the 
blood, while on the other side the phantom of my 
comrade spoke at large. 

“Then there came up the spirit of my dead 
mother, Anticleia, the daughter of great-hearted 
Autolycus, whom I had left alive when I departed 
for sacred Ilios. At sight of her I wept, and my 
heart had compassion on her, but even so I would 
not suffer her to come near the blood, for all my 
great sorrow, until I had enquired of Teiresias. 

“Then there came up the spirit of the Theban 
Teiresias, bearing his golden staff in his hand, and 
-he knew me and spoke to me: ‘Son of Laertes, 
sprung from Zeus, Odysseus of many devices, what 
now, hapless man? Why hast thou left the light of 
the sun and come hither to behold the dead and a 
region where is no joy? Nay, give place from the 
pit and draw back thy sharp sword, that I may drink 
of the blood and tell thee sooth.’ 

“So he spoke, and I gave place and thrust my 
silver-studded sword into its sheath, and when he 
had drunk the dark blood, then the blameless seer 
spoke to me and said: 

«<< Thou askest of thy honey-sweet return, glorious 
Odysseus, but this shall a god make grievous unto 
thee; for I think not that thou shalt elude the 
Earth-shaker, seeing that he has laid up wrath in 
his heart against thee, angered that thou didst blind 
his dear son. Yet even so ye may reach home, 
though in evil plight, if thou wilt curb thine own 
spirit and that of thy comrades, as soon as thou shalt 
bring thy well-built ship to the island Thrinacia, 
escaping from the violet sea, and ye find grazing 


there the kine and goodly flocks of Helios, who 
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1 Or, more naturally, ‘‘from out the sea.” The latter ren- 
dering assumes, however, a reference to the story of the T'ele- 
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oversees and overhears all things. If thou leavest 
these unharmed and heedest thy homeward way, 
verily ye may yet reach Ithaca, though in evil plight. 
But if thou harmest them, then I foresee ruin for 
thy ship and thy comrades, and even if thou shalt 
thyself escape, late shalt thou come home and in 
evil case, after losing all thy comrades, in a ship that 
is another’s, and thou shalt find woes in thy house— 
proud men that devour thy livelihood, wooing thy 
godlike wife, and offering wooers’ gifts. Yet verily 
on their violent deeds shalt thou take vengeance 
when thou comest. But when thou hast slain the 
wooers in thy halls, whether by guile or openly with 
the sharp sword, then do thou go forth, taking a 
shapely oar, until thou comest to men that know 
naught of the sea and eat not of food mingled with 
salt, aye, and they know naught of ships with purple 


f 


cheeks, or of shapely oars that are as wings unto_ 


ships. And I will tell thee a sign right manifest, 
which will not escape thee. When another wayfarer, 
on meeting thee, shall say that thou hast a winnowing- 
fan on thy stout shoulder, then do thou fix in the 
earth thy shapely oar and make goodly offerings to 
lord Poseidon—a ram, and a bull, and a boar that 
mates with sows—and depart for thy home and offer 
sacred hecatombs to the immortal gods who hold 
broad heaven, to each one in due order. And death 
shall come to thee thyself far from the sea,! a death 
so gentle, that shall lay thee low when thou art over- 
gony, a “cyclic” poem, attributed to Eugammon of Cyrene, 
in which Odysseus was killed by Telegonus, his son by Circe, 
with a spear tipped with the bone of a sea-fish. This story 
has no foundation in the Odyssey, and those who adopt the 


rendering ‘‘ from out the sea” assume that these lines are a 
late interpolation. 
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come with sleek! old age, and thy people shall dwell 
in prosperity around thee. In this have I told thee 
sooth.’ 

“ So he spoke, and I made answer and said: ‘ Teire- 
sias, of all this, I ween, the gods themselves have 
spun the thread. But come, tell me this, and declare 
it truly. I see here the spirit of my dead mother; 
she sits in silence near the blood, and dtigns not to 
look upon the face of her own son or to speak to 
him. Tell me, prince, how she may recognize that 
I am he?’ 

“So I spoke, and he straightway made answer, 
= said : ‘Easy is the word a I shall say and 
p thy mindy. W homsgever of those that are 
_dead and gone thou shalt sifftr to-draw near the 
blood, he will tell thee sooth; but whomsoever thou 
refusest, he surely will go back again.’ 

“So saying the spirit of the prince, Teiresias, 
went back into the house of Hades, when he had 
declared his prophecies ; but I remained there stead- 
fastly until my mother came up and drank the dark 
blood. At once then she knew me, and with wailing 
she spoke to me winged words: 

«My child, how didst thou come beneath the 
murky darkness, being still alive? Hard is it for 
those that live to behold these realms, for between 
are great rivers and dread streams; Oceanus first, 
which one may in no wise cross on foot, but only 
if one have a well-built ship. Art thou but now 
come hither from Troy after long wanderings with 
thy ship and thy companions? and hast thou not 
yet reached Ithaca, nor seen thy wife in thy 
halls?’ 


1 That is, ‘‘in the midst of wealth and comfort.” 
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‘So she spoke, and I made answer and said : ‘ My 
mother, necessity brought me down to the house of 
Hades, to seek soothsaying of the spirit of Theban 
Teiresias. For not yet have I come near to the 
shore of Achaea, nor have I as yet set foot on my 
own land, but have ever been wandering, laden with 
woe, from the day when first I went with goodly_ 
| Agamemnon to Ilios, famed for its horses, to fight 

with the Trojans. But come, tell me this, and 

: declare it truly. What fate of grievous death over- 
came thee? Was it long disease, or did the archer, 
ta assail wee with her gentle shafts, and slay 
And telk me e-of.my. fe her and my son, whom 














a ee 
return? And tell 
purpose and of her mind. 
son, and keep all things safe? or has one Sales. 
wedded her, whosoever is best of the Achaeans ?’ 
“So I spoke, and my honoured mother straight- 
way answered : ‘ Aye verily she abides with steadfast 
heart in thy halls, and ever sorrowfully for her do the —— 
nights and the days wane, as she weeps. But the fair 
honour that was thine no man yet possesses, but Tele- 
machus holds thy demesne unharassed, and feasts at 
equal banquets, such as it is fitting that one who deals 
judgment should share, for all men invite him. But 
thy father abides there in the tilled land, and comes. 
not to the city, nor has he, for bedding, bed and 
cloaks and bright coverlets, but through the winter 
he sleeps in the house, where the slaves sleep, in the 
ashes by the fire, and wears upon his body mean 
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ree sorrowing, ‘and nurses “his great 
heart, in longing for thy return, fra heav 
has come upon him. Even so did I’too peris 
meet my fate. Neither did the keen-sighted 
goddess assail me in my halls with her gentle s 
and slay me, nor did any disease come upon me, 
such as oftenest through grievous wasting takes the 
spirit from the limbs; nay, it was longing for thee 
and for thy counsels, ¢ ploriotis Odysseus, and f 
tender-heartedness, that: robbed me 
life.’ 

“So she spoke, and I pond 
fain to elasp the spirit of my. 
_ I sprang towards her, and n 
her, and thrice she flitted 
shadow or a dream, and 
my heart. And I spoke 
winged words: 

“«My mother, why do 10u not stay for me, 
who am eager to clasp thee, that even in the house 
of Hades we two may cast our arms each about the 
other, and take our fill of chill lamenting. Is this 
but a phantom that august Persephone has sent 
me, that I may lament and groan the more?’ 

“So 1 spoke, and my honoured mother straight- 
way answered : ‘Ah me, my child, ill-fated above all 
men, in no wise does Persephone, the daughter of 
Zeus, deceive thee, but this is the appointed way 
with mortals when one dies. For the sinews no 
longer hold the flesh and the bones together, but 


VoL. 1. ae oe O 










Bade me clasp 
from my arms like a 
grew ever sharper at— 
addressed her with 
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1 Line 245, unknown to Zenodotus, was rejected by | 


Aristarchus. 
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the strong might of blazing fire destroys these, as 
soon as the life leaves the white bones, and the spirit, 
like a dream, flits away, and hovers to and fro. But 
haste thee to the light with what speed thou mayest, 
and bear all these things in mind, that thou mayest 
hereafter tell them to thy wife.’ 

“Thus we two talked with one another; and the 
women came, for august Persephone sent them 
forth, even all those that had been the wives and 
the daughters of chieftains. These flocked in throngs 
about the dark blood, and I considered how I might 
question each; and this seemed to my mind the 
best counsel. I drew my long sword from beside. 
my stout thigh, and would not suffer them to drink 
of the dark blood all at one time. So they drew 
near, one after the other, and each declared her 
birth, and I questioned them all. 

“ Then verily the first that I saw was high-born 
Tyro, who said that she was the daughter of noble 
Salmoneus, and declared herself to be the wife of 
Cretheus, son of Aeolus. She became enamoured of 
the river, divine Enipeus, who is far the fairest 
of rivers that send forth their streams upon the 
earth, and she was wont to resort to the fair waters 
of Enipeus. But the Enfolder and Shaker of the 
earth took his form, and lay with her at the mouths ~ 
of the eddying river. And the dark wave stood 
about them like a mountain, vaulted-over, and hid ~- 
the god and the mortal woman. And he loosed her 
maiden girdle, and shed sleep upon her. But when 
the god had ended his work of love, he clasped her 
hand, and spoke, and addressed her : 

«“¢Be glad, woman, in our love, and as the year 
goes on its course thou shalt bear glorious children, 
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for not weak are the embraces of a god. These do 
thou tend and rear. But now go to thy house, and 
hold thy peace, and tell no man; but know that 
I am Poseidon, the shaker of the earth.’ 

“So saying, he plunged beneath the surging sea. 
But she conceived and bore Pelias and Neleus, who 
both became strong servants of great Zeus; and ~ 
Pelias dwelt in spacious lolcus, and was rich in 
flocks, and the other dwelt in sandy Pylos. But her 
other children she, the queenly among women, bore 
to Cretheus, even Aeson, and Pheres, and Amythaon, 
who fought from chariots.! 

« And after her I saw Antiope, daughter of Asopts, 
who boasted that she had slept even in the arms of 
Zeus, and she bore two sons, Amphion and Zethus, 
who first established the seat of seven-gated Thebe, 
and fenced it in with walls, for they could not dwell 
in spacious Thebe unfenced, how mighty soever they 
were. 

« And after her I saw Alcmene, wife of Amphi- 
tryon, who lay in the arms of great Zeus, and bore 
Heracles, staunch in fight, the lion-hearted. And 
Megara I saw, daughter of Creon, high of heart, 
aloe! the son of ‘Amphitryon, ever “stubborn in 
might, had to wife. 

“And I saw the mother of Oedipodes, fair Epi- 
caste, who wrought a monstrous deed in ignorance 
of mind, in that she wedded her own son, and 
he, when he had slain his own father, wedded 
her, and straightway the gods made these things 
known among men. Howhbeit he abode as lord 
of the Cadmeans in lovely Thebe, suffering woes 
through the baneful counsels of the gods, but she 

1 Others render, ‘‘ whose joy was in chariots.” but it is not 


certain that xdapun is connected with yalpw. 
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went down to the house of Hades, the strong 
warder. She made fast a noose on high from a lofty 
beam, overpowered by her sorrow, but for him she 
left behind woes full many, even all that the Avengers 
of a mother bring to pass. 

«And I saw beauteous Chloris, whom once Neleus 
wedded because of her beauty, when he had brought 
countless gifts of wooing. Youngest daughter was 
she of Amphion, son of Iasus, who once ruled 
mightily in Orchomenus of the Minyae. And she 
was queen of Pylos, and bore to her husband 
glorious children, Nestor, and Chromius, and lordly 
Periclymenus, and besides these she bore noble 
Pero, a wonder to men. Her all that dwelt about 
sought in marriage, but Neleus would give her to no 
man, save to him who shanld drive from Phylace 
the kine of mighty Iphicles, sleek and broad of 
brow; and hard they were to drive. These the 
blameless seer alone undertook to drive off; but a 
grievous fate of the gods ensnared him, even hard 
bonds and the herdsmen of the field) Howbeit 
when at length the months and the days were being 
brought to fulfilment, as the year rolled round, and 
the seasons came on, then verily mighty Iphicles re- 
leased him, when Ne had told all the oracles; and 
the will of Zeus was fulfilled. 

«And I saw Lede, the wife of Tyndareus, who 
bore to Tyndareus two sons, stout of heart, Castor 
the tamer of horses, and the boxer Polydeuces. 
These two the earth, the giver of life, covers, albeit 
alive, and even in the world below they have honour 
from Zeus. One day they live in turn, and one day 
they are dead ; and they have won honour like unto 
that of the gods. 
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« And after her I saw Iphimedeia, wife of Aloeus, 
who declared that she had lain with Poseidon. She 
bore two sons, but short of life were they, godlike 
Otus, and far-famed Ephialtes—men whom the 
earth, the giver of grain, reared as the tallest, and 
far the comeliest, after the famous Orion. For at 
nine years they were nine cubits in breadth and 
in height nine fathoms. Yea, and they threatened 
to raise the din of furious war against the immortals 
in Olympus. They were fain to pile Ossa on 
Olympus, and Pelion, with its waving forests, on 
Ossa, that so heaven might be scaled. And this _ 
they would have accomplished, if they had reached 
the measure of manhood ; but the son of Zeus, whom 
fair-haired Leto bore, slew them both before the 
down blossomed beneath their temples and covered 
their chins with a full growth of beard. 

«And Phaedra and Procris I saw, and fair Ariadne, 
the daughter of Minos of baneful mind, whom once 
Theseus was fain to bear from Crete to the hill of 
sacred Athens; but he had no joy of her, for ere 
that Artemis slew her in sea-girt Dia because of the 
witness of Dionysus. 

“And Maera and Clymene I saw, and _ hateful 
Eriphyle, who took precious gold as the price of the 
life of her own lord. But I cannot tell or name all 
the wives and daughters of heroes that I saw; ere 
that immortal night would wane. Nay, it is now 
time to sleep, either when I have gone to the swift 
ship and the crew, or here. My sending shall rest 
with the gods, and with you.” 

| So he spoke, and they were all hushed in silence, 
and were held spell-bound throughout the shadowy 
Vhalls. Then among them white-armed Arete was 

the first to speak: 
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« Phaeacians, how seems this man to you for come- 
liness and stature, and for the balanced spirit within 
him? And moreover he is my guest, though each 
of you has a share in this honour. Wherefore be 
not in haste to send him away, nor stint your gifts 
to one in such need; for many are the treasures 
which lie stored in your halls by the favour of the 
gods.” 

Then among them spoke also the old lord Eche- 
neus, who was an elder among the Phaeacians: 
“Friends, verily not wide of the mark or of our 
own thought are the words of our wise queen. Nay, 
do you give heed to them. Yet it is on Alcinous 
here that deed and word depend.” 

Then again Alcinous answered him and _ said: 
“This word of hers shall verily hold, as surely as I 
live and am lord over the Phaeacians, lovers of the 
oar. But let our guest, for all his great longing 
to return, nevertheless endure to remain until to- 
morrow, till I shall make all our gift complete. 
His sending shall rest with the men, with all, but 
most of all with me; for mine is the control in the 
land.” 

Then Odysseus of many wiles answered him and 
said: “Lord Alcinous, renowned above all men, if 
you should bid me abide here even for a year, and 
should further my sending, and give glorious gifts, 
even that would I choose; and it would be better 
far to come with a fuller hand to my dear native 
land. Aye, and I should win more respect and 
love from all men who should see me when I had 
returned to Ithaca.” 

Then again Alcinous made answer and _ said: 
“ Odysseus, in no wise as we look on thee do we 
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deem this of thee, that thou art a cheat and a 
dissembler, such as are many whom the dark earth 
breeds scattered far and wide, men that fashion lies 
out of what no man can even see. But upon thee is 
grace of words, and within thee is a heart of wisdom, 
and thy tale thou hast told with skill, as doth a min- 
strel, even the grievous woes of all the Argives and 
of thine own self. But come, tell me this, and 
declare it truly, whether thou sawest any of thy 
godlike comrades, who went to Ilios together with 
thee, and there met their fate. The night is before 
us, long, aye, wondrous long, and it is not yet the 
time for sleep in the hall. Tell on, I pray thee, the 
tale of these wondrous deeds. Verily I could abide 
until bright dawn, so thou wouldest be willing to 
tell in the hall of these woes of thine.” 

Then Odysseus of many wiles answered him and 
said: “Lord Alcinous, renowned above all men, 
there is a time for many words and there is a time 
also for sleep. But if thou art fain still to listen, 
I would not begrudge to tell thee of other things 
more pitiful still than these, even the woes of my 
comrades, who perished afterward, who escaped 
from the dread battle-cry of the Trojans, but 
perished on their return through the will of an evil 
woman. 

*‘ When then holy Persephone had scattered this 
way and that the spirits of the women, there came 
up the spirit of Agamemnon, son of Atreus, sorrow- 
ing; and round about him others were gathered, 
spirits of all those who were slain with him in the 
house of Aegisthus, and met their fate. He knew 
me straightway, when he had drunk the dark blood, 
and he wept aloud, and shed big tears, and stretched 
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forth his hands toward me eager to reach me. But 
no longer had he aught of strength or might remain- 
ing such as of old was in his supple limbs. 

“When I saw him I wept, and my heart had 
compassion on him, and I spoke, and addressed him 
with winged words: ‘Most glorious son of Atreus, 
king of men, Agamemnon, what fate of grievous 
death overcame thee? Did Poseidon smite thee 
on board thy ships, when he had roused a furious 
blast of cruel winds? Or did foemen work thee 
harm on the land, while thou wast cutting off their 
cattle and fair flocks of sheep, or wast fighting to 
win their city and their women?’ 

“So I spoke, and he straightway made answer 
and said: ‘Son of Laertes, sprung from Zeus, 
Odysseus of many devices, neither did Poseidon 
smite me on board my ships, when he had roused 
a furious blast of cruel winds, nor did foemen work 
me harm on the land, but Aegisthus wrought for 
me death and fate, and slew me with the aid of 
my accursed wife, when he had bidden me to his 
house and made me a feast, even as one slays an 
ox at the stall. So I died by a most pitiful death, 
and round about me the rest of my comrades were 
slain unceasingly like white-tusked swine, which 
are slaughtered in the house of a rich man of great 
might at a marriage feast, or a joint meal, or a 
rich drinking-bout. Ere now thou hast been present 
at the slaying of many men, killed in single combat 
or in the press of the fight, but in heart thou wouldst 
have felt most pity hadst thou seen that sight, 
how about the mixing bowl and the laden tables 
we lay in the hall, and the floor all swam with 
blood. But the most piteous cry that I heard was 
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1 Or, ‘Cas she clung to me.” The whole passage is one of 
very doubtful interpretation. I have, in the main, followed 
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that of the daughter of Priam, Cassandra, whom 
guileful Clytemnestra slew by my side.1 And I 
sought to raise my hands and smite down the 
murderess, dying though I was, pierced through 
with the sword. But she, the shameless one, 
turned her back upon me, and even though I 
was going to the house of Hades deigned neither 
to draw down my eyelids with her fingers nor to 
close my mouth. So true is it that there is nothing 
more dread or more shameless than a woman who 
puts into her heart such deeds, even as she too 
devised a monstrous thing, contriving death for 
her wedded husband. Verily I thought that I 
should come home welcome to my children and to 
my slaves; but she, with her heart set on utter 
wickedness, has shed shame on herself and on 
women yet to be, even upon her that doeth up- 
rightly.’ 

“So he spoke, and I made answer and said: ‘ Ah, 
verily has Zeus, whose voice is borne afar, visited 
wondrous hatred on the race of Atreus from the first 
because of the counsels of women. For Helen’s sake 
many of us perished, and against thee Clytemnestra 
spread a snare whilst thou wast afar.’ 

“So I spoke, and he straightway made answer and 
said: ‘Wherefore in thine own case be thou never 
gentle even to thy wife. Declare not to her all the 
thoughts of thy heart, but tell her somewhat, and let 
somewhat also be hidden. Yet not upon thee, Odys- 
seus, shall death come from thy wife, for very prudent 
and of an understanding heart is the daughter of 


Agar, Homerica, 189 f. Others take xeipas deipwy as indicat- 
ing a gesture of supplication, and render BadAov *‘ let them 
fall to the ground.” But this is highly unsatisfactory. 
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1 Lines 454-6 were lacking in most ancient editions. 
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Icarius, wise Penelope. Verily we left her a bride 
newly wed, when we went to the war, and a boy was 
at her breast, a babe, who now, | ween, sits in the 
ranks of men, happy in that his dear father will be- 
hold him when he comes, and he will greet his father 
as is meet. But my wife did not let me sate my eyes 
even with sight of my own son. Nay, ere that she slew 
even me, her husband. And another thing will I tell 
thee, and do thou lay it to heart: in secret and not 
openly do thou bring thy ship to the shore of thy dear 
native land; for no longer is there faith in women. 
But, come, tell me this, and declare it truly, whether 
haply ye hear of my son as yet alive in Orchomenus 
it may be, or in sandy Pylos, or yet with Menelaus in 
wide Sparta; for not yet has goodly Orestes perished 
on the earth.’ 

«So he spoke, and I made answer and said: ‘ Son 
of Atreus, wherefore dost thou questicn me of this ? 
I know not at all whether he be alive or dead, and it 
is an ill thing to speak words vain as wind.’ 

“Thus we two stood and held sad converse with 
one another, sorrowing and shedding big tears; and 
there came up the spirit of Achilles, son of Peleus, 
and those of Patroclus and of peerless Antilochus and 
of Aias, who in comeliness and form was the goodliest 
of all the Danaans after the peerless son of Peleus. 
And the spirit of the swift-footed son of Aeacus 
recognized me, and weeping, spoke to me winged 
words: 

“Son of Laertes, sprung from Zeus, Odysseus of 
many devices, rash man, what deed yet greater than 
this wilt thou devise in thy heart? How didst thou 
dare to come down to Hades, where dwell the un- 
heeding dead, the phantoms of men outworn.’? 


1 Or, perhaps, ‘‘ who have done with (life’s) toils.” 
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1 Or, possibly, ‘‘ to consult with Teiresias.” 
420 


THE ODYSSEY, XI. 477-503 


“¢So he spoke, and I made answer and said: 

Achilles, son of Peleus, far the mightiest of the 
Achaeans, I came through need of Teiresias,! if haply 
he would tell me some plan whereby I might reach 
rugged Ithaca. For not yet have I come near to 
the land of Achaea, nor have I as yet set foot on my 
own country, but am ever suffering woes; whereas 
than thou, Achilles, no man aforetime was more 
blessed nor shall ever be hereafter. For of old, when 
thou wast alive, we Argives honoured thee even as 
the gods, and now that thou art here, thou rulest 
mightily among the dead. Wherefore grieve not at 
all that thou art dead, Achilles.’ 

“So I spoke, and he straightway made answer and 
said: ‘Nay, seek not to speak soothingly to me of 
death, glorious Odysseus. I should choose, so I 
might live on earth,? to serve as the hireling of 
another, of some portionless man whose livelihood 
was but small, rather than to be lord over all the 
dead that have perished. But come, tell me tidings 
of my son, that lordly youth, whether or not he 
followed to the war to be a leader. And _ tell 
me of noble Peleus, if thou hast heard aught, 
whether he still has honour among the host of 
the Myrmidons, or whether men do him dishonour 
throughout Hellas and Phthia, because old age binds 
him hand and foot. For I am not there to bear him 
aid beneath the rays of the sun in such strength as 
once was mine in wide Troy, when I slew the best 
of the host in defence of the Argives. If but in such 
strength I could come, were it but for an hour, to 
my father’s house, I would give many a one-of those 
who do him violence and keep him from his honour, 
cause to rue my strength and my invincible hands.’ 


2 Some take émdpoupos as ‘‘ attached to the soil,” ‘‘a serf.” 
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“So he spoke, and I made answer and said: 
‘Verily of noble Peleus have I heard naught, but as 
touching thy dear son, Neoptolemus, I will tell thee 
all the truth, as thou biddest me. I it was, myself, 
who brought him from Scyros in my shapely, hollow 
ship to join the host of the well-greaved 'Achaeans. 
And verily, as often as we took counsel around the 
city of Troy, he was ever the first to speak, and made 
no miss of words; godlike Nestor and I alone sur- 
passed him. But as often as we fought with the 
bronze on the Trojan plain, he would never remain 
behind in the throng or press of men, but would ever 
run forth far to the front, yielding to none in his 
might ; and many men he slew in dread combat. All 
of them I could not tell or name, all the host that he 
slew in defence of the Argives; but what a warrior 
was that son of Telephus whom he slew with the 
sword, the prince Eurypylus! Aye, and many of his 
comrades, the Ceteians, were slain about him, because 
of gifts a woman craved.!_ He verily was the come- 
liest man I saw, next to goodly Memnon. And again, 
when we, the best of the Argives, were about to go 
down into the horse which Epeus made, and the 
command of all was laid upon me, both to opef® and 
to close the door of our stoit-built ambush, then the 
other leaders and counsellors of the Danaans would 
wipe away tears from their eyes, and each man’s 
limbs shook beneath him, but never did my eyes see 
his fair face grow pale at all, nor see him wiping tears 
from his cheeks; but he earnestly besought me to 
let him go forth from the horse, and kept handling 
his sword-hilt and his spear heavy with bronze, and 


1 The reference is to the golden vine, given by Priam to 
Astyoche, wife of Telephus, which gift led her to send her 
son Eurypylus to the aid of the Trojans, 
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was eager to work harm to the Trojans. But after 
we had sacked the lofty city of Priam, he went 
on board his ship with his share of the spoil and 
a goodly prize—all unscathed he was, neither 
smitten with the sharp spear nor wounded in close 
fight, as often befalls in war; for Ares rages con- 
fusedly.’ 

“So I spoke, and the spirit of the son of 
Aeacus departed with long strides over the field of 
asphodel, joyful in that I said that his son was pre- 
eminent. 

“And other spirits of those dead and gone stood 
sorrowing, and each asked of those dear to him. 
Alone of them all the spirit of Aias, son of Telamon, 
stood apart, still full of wrath for the victory that I 
had won over him in the contest by the ships for the 
arms of Achilles, whose honoured mother had set 
them for a prize; and the judges were the sons of 
the Trojans and Pallas Athene. I would that I had 
never won in the contest for such a prize, over so 
noble a head did the earth close because of those 
arms, even over Aias, whoin comeliness and in deeds 
of war was above all the other Danaans, next to the 
peerless son of Peleus. To him I spoke with soothing 
words : 

“© Aias, son of peerless Telamon, wast thou then 
not even in death to forget thy wrath against me 
because of those accursed arms? Surely the gods 
set them to be a bane to the Argives: such a tower 
of strength was lost to them in thee; and for thee 
in death we Achaeans sorrow unceasingly, even as 
for the life of Achilles, son of Peleus. Yet no other 
is to blame but Zeus, who bore terrible hatred 
against the host of Danaan spearmen, and brought 
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on thee thy doom. Nay, come hither, prince, that 
thou mayest hear my word and my speech; and 
subdue thy wrath and thy proud spirit.’ 

“So I spoke, but he answered me not a word, but 
went his way to Erebus to join the other spirits 
of those dead and gone. Then would he never- 
theless have spoken to me for all his wrath, or 
I to him, but the heart in my breast was fain to 
see the spirits of those others that are dead. 

“There then I saw Minos, the glorious son of 
Zeus, golden sceptre in hand, giving judgment to 
the dead from his seat, while they sat and stood 
about the king through the wide-gated house of 
Hades, and asked of him judgment. 

“And after him I marked huge Orion driving 
together over the field of asphodel wild beasts 
which himself had slain on the lonely hills, .and 
in his hands he held a club all of bronze, ever 
unbroken. 

“And I saw Tityos, son of glorious Gaea, lying 
on the ground. Over nine roods! he stretched, 
and two vultures sat, one on either side, and tore 
his liver, plunging their beaks into his bowels, 
nor could he beat them off with his hands. For 
he had offered violence to Leto, the glorious wife 
of Zeus, as she went toward Pytho through Panopeus 
with its lovely lawns. 

“Aye, and I saw Tantalus in violent torment, 
standing in a pool, and the water came nigh unto 
his chin. He seemed as one athirst, but could 
not take and drink; for as often as that old man 
stooped down, eager to drink, so often would the 
water be swallowed up and vanish away, and at 


1 Renderings of éAe@pa can only be tentative. 
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1 kparép’: xadrém ; cf. 582. 
2 Lines 602-4 were rejected by some ancient critics as 
having been inserted in the text by Onomacritus. 
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his feet the black earth would appear, for some 
god made all dry. And trees, high and leafy, let 
stream their fruits above his head, pears, and pome- 
granates, and apple trees with their bright fruit, 
and sweet figs, and luxuriant olives. But as often 
as that old man would reach out toward these, 
to clutch them with his hands, the wind would toss 
them to the shadowy clouds. 

« Aye, and I saw Sisyphus jn violent torment, 
seeking to raise a monstrous stone with both his 
hands. Verily he would brace himself with hands 
and feet, and thrust the stone toward the crest 
of a hill, but as often as he was about to heave 
it over the top, the weight would turn it back, 
and then down again to the plain would come 
rolling the ruthless stone. But he would strain 
again and thrust it back, and the sweat flowed down 
from his limbs, and dust rose up from his head. 

« And after him I marked the mighty Heracles— 
his phantom ; for he himself among the immortal 
gods takes his joy in the feast, and has to wife 
Hebe, of the fair ankles, daughter of great Zeus 
and of Here, of the golden sandals. About him 
rose a clamour from the dead, as of birds flying 
everywhere in terror; and he like dark night, with 
his bow bare and with arrow on the string, glared 
about him terribly, like one in act to shoot. Awful 
was the belt about his breast, a baldric of gold, 
whereon wondrous things were fashioned, bears and 
wild boars, and lions with flashing eyes, and con- 
flicts, and battles, and murders, and slayings of 
men. May he never have designed,! or hereafter 


1 Again, as in the similar passage, iv. 684, I follow Agar 
(Homerica, p. 199). 
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1 Kpatepwtepoy : Kader wrTeEpor ; ‘of. 582, 593. 
2 Line 631 was attributed to Pisistratus by Hereas of 
Megara (Plut. Z'hes. 20). 
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design such another, even he who stored up in 
his craft the device of that belt. He in turn knew 
me when his eyes beheld me, and weeping spoke 
to me winged words: 

«Son of Laertes, sprung from Zeus, Odysseus 
of many devices, ah, wretched man, dost thou, too, 
drag out an evil lot such as I once bore beneath 
the rays of the sun? I was the son of Zeus, son 
of Cronos, but I had woe beyond measure; for to 
a man far worse than I was I made subject, and 
he laid on me hard labours. Yea, he once sent 
me hither to fetch the hound of Hades, for he 
could devise for me no other task mightier than 
this. The hound I carried off and led forth from 
the house of Hades; and Hermes was my guide, and 
flashing-eyed Athene.’ 

* So saying, he went his way again into the house 
of Hades, but I abode there steadfastly, in the hope 
that some other haply might still come forth of the 
warrior heroes who died in the days of old. And 
I should have seen yet others of the men of former 
time, whom I was fain to behold, even Theseus 
and Peirithous, glorious children of the gods, but 
ere that the myriad tribes of the dead came 
thronging up with a wondrous ery, and pale fear 
seized me, lest august Persephone might send forth 
upon me from out the house of Hades the head 
of the Gorgon, that awful monster. F 

* Straightway then I went to the ship and bade 
my comrades themselves to embark, and to loose 
the stern cables. So they went on board quickly 
and sat down upon the benches. And the ship 
was borne down the stream Oceanus by the swell- 
ing flood, first with our rowing, and afterwards the 
wind was fair. 
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« Now after our ship had left the stream of the 
river Oceanus and had come to the wave of the 
broad sea, and the Aeaean isle, where is the dwell- 
ing of early Dawn and her dancing-lawns, and 
the risings of the sun, there on our coming we 
beached our ship on the sands, and ourselves went 
forth upon the shore of the sea, and there we 
fell asleep, and waited for the bright Dawn. 

“ As soon as early Dawn appeared, the rosy- 
fingered, then I sent forth my comrades to the 
louse of Circe to fetch the body of the dead 
Elpenor. Straightway then we cut billets of wood 
and gave him burial where the headland runs 
furthest out to sea, sorrowing and shedding big 
tears. But when the dead man was burned, anid 
the armour of the dead, we heaped up a mound 
and dragged on to it a pillar, and on the top of 
the mound we planted his shapely oar. 

“We then were busied with these several tasks, 
howbeit Circe was not unaware of our coming forth 
from the house of Hades, but speedily she arrayed 
herself and came, and her handmaids brought with 
her bread and meat in abundance and _ flaming 
red wine. And the beautiful goddess stood in our 
midst, and spoke among us, saying: 

«Rash men, who have gone down alive to the 
house of Hades to meet death twice, while other 
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men die but once. Nay, come, eat food and drink 
wine here this whole day through; but at the 
coming of Dawn ye shall set sail, and I will point 
out the way and declare to you each thing, in 
order that ye may not suffer pain and woes through 
wretched ill-contriving either by sea or on land.’ 

“So she spoke, and our proud hearts consented. 
So then all day long till set of sun we sat feasting 
on abundant flesh and sweet wine. But when 
the sun set and darkness came on, they lay down 
to rest beside the stern cables of the ship; but Circe 
took me by the hand, and leading me apart from 
my dear comrades, made me to sit, and herself 
lay down close at hand and asked me all the tale. 
And I told her all in due order. Then queenly 
Circe spoke to me and said: 

«<All these things have thus found an end; 
but do thou hearken as I shall tell thee, and a god 
shall himself bring it to thy mind. To the Sirens 
first shalt thou come, who beguile all men whoso- 
ever comes to them. Whoso in ignorance draws 
near to them and hears the Sirens’ voice, he never- 
more returns, that his wife and little children may 
stand at his side rejoicing, but the Sirens beguile 
him with their clear-toned song, as they sit in a 
meadow, and about them is a great heap of bones 
of mouldering men, and round the bones the skin 
is shrivelling. But do thou row past them, and 
anoint the ears of thy comrades with sweet wax, 
which thou hast kneaded, lest any of the rest 
may hear. But if thou thyself hast a will to listen, 
let them bind thee in the swift ship hand and 
foot upright in the step of the mast, and let the 
ropes be made fast at the ends to the mast itself, 
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that with delight thou mayest listen to the voice 
of the two Sirens. And if thou shalt implore 
and bid thy comrades to loose thee, then let them 
bind thee with yet more bonds. But when thy 
comrades shall have rowed past these, thereafter 
I shall not fully say on which side thy course is 
to lie, but do thou thyself ponder it in mind, 
and I will tell thee of both ways. For on the 
one hand are beetling crags, and against them 
rears the great wave of dark-eyed Amphitrite ; 
the Planctae! do the blessed gods call these. 
Thereby not even winged things may pass, no, 
not the timorous doves that bear ambrosia to father 
Zeus, but- the smooth rock ever snatches away one 
even of these, and the father sends in another to 
make up the tale. And thereby has no ship of 
men ever yet escaped that has come thither, but 
the planks of ships and bodies of men are whirled 
confusedly by the waves of the sea and the blasts 
of baneful fire. One seafaring ship alone has 
passed thereby, that Argo famed of all, on her 
voyage from Aeetes, and even her the wave would 
speedily have dashed there against the great crags, 
had not Here sent her through, for that Jason was 
dear to her. 

«Now on the other path are two cliffs, one of 
which reaches with its sharp peak to the broad 
heaven, and a dark cloud surrounds it. This never 
melts away, nor does clear sky ever surround that 
peak in summer or in harvest time. No mortal 
man could scale it or set foot upon the top, not 
though he had twenty hands and feet; for the 
rock is smooth, as if it were polished. And in 


1 ye, “the wandering,” or, perhaps, ‘‘ the clashing, rocks.” 
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the midst of the cliff is a dim cave, turned to the 
West, toward Erebus, even where you shall steer 
your hollow ship, glorious Odysseus. Not even a 
man of might could shoot an arrow from the hollow 
ship so as to reach into that vaulted cave. Therein 
dwells Scylla, yelping terribly. Her voice is indeed 
but as the voice of a new-born whelp, but she 
herself is an evil monster, nor would anyone be 
glad at sight of her, no, not though it were a 
god that met her. Verily she has twelve feet, 
all misshapen,! and six necks, exceeding long, 
and on each one an awful head, and therein three 
rows of teeth, thick and close, and full of black 
death. Up to her middle she is hidden in the 
hollow cave, but she holds her head out beyond 
the dread chasm, and fishes there, eagerly searching 
around the rock for dolphins and sea-dogs and 
whatever greater beast she may haply catch, such 
creatures as deep-moaning Amphitrite rears in mul- 
titudes past counting. By her no sailors yet may 
boast that they have fled unscathed in their ship, 
for with each head she carries off a man, snatching 
him from the dark-prowed ship. 

«But the other cliff, thou wilt note, Odysseus, 
is lower—they are close to each other; thou couldst 
even shoot an arrow across—and on it is a great 
fig tree with rich foliage, but beneath this divine 
Charybdis sucks down the black water. Thrice a 
day she belches it forth, and thrice she sucks it 
down terribly. Mayest thou not be there when 
she sucks it down, for no one could save thee 
from ruin, no, not the Earth-shaker. Nay, draw 


1 The word is a doubtful one. Others render, ‘‘ dangling 
down.” 
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very close to Scylla’s cliff, and drive thy ship past 
quickly ; for it is better far to mourn six comrades 
in thy ship than all together.’ 

“So she spoke, but I made answer and said: 
‘Come, I pray thee, goddess, tell me this thing 
truly, if in any wise I might escape from fell 
Charybdis, and ward off that other, when she works 
harm to my comrades.’ 

“So I spoke, and the beautiful goddess answered 
and said: ‘Rash man, lo, now again thy heart is 
set on the deeds of war and on toil. Wilt thou 
not yield even to the immortal gods? She is not 
mortal, but an immortal bane, dread, and _ dire, 
and fierce, and not to be fought with; there is no 
defence; to flee from her is bravest. For if thou 
tarriest to arm thyself by the cliff, I fear lest she 
may again dart forth and attack thee with as many 
heads and seize as many men as before. Nay, row 
past with all thy might, and call upon Crataiis, the 
mother of Scylla, who bore her for a bane to mortals. 
Then will she keep her from darting forth again. 

«“<« And thou wilt come to the isle Thrinacia 
There in great numbers feed the kine of Helios 
and his goodly flocks, seven herds of kine and as 
many fair flocks of sheep, and fifty in each. These 
bear no young, nor do they ever die, and goddesses 
are their shepherds, fair-tressed nymphs, Phaethusa 
and Lampetie, whom beautiful Neaera bore to 
Helios Hyperion. These their honoured mother, 
when she had borne and reared them, sent to the 
isle Thrinacia to dwell afar, and keep the flocks 
of their father and his sleek kine. If thou leavest 
these unharmed and heedest thy homeward way, 
verily ye may yet reach Ithaca, though in evil 
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plight. But if thou harmest them, then I foretell] 
ruin for thy ship and for thy comrades, and even 
if thou shalt thyself escape, late shalt thou come 
home and in evil case, after losing all thy com- 
rades.’ 

“So she spoke, and presently came golden- 
throned Dawn. Then the beautiful goddess de- 
parted up the island, but I went to the ship and 
roused my comrades themselves to embark and to 
loose the stern cables. So they went on board 
straightway and sat down upon the benches, and 
sitting well in order smote the grey sea with their 
oars. And for our aid in the wake of our dark- 
prowed ship a fair wind that filled the sail, a 
goodly comrade, was sent by fair-tressed Circe, 
dread goddess of hitman speech. So when we had 
straightway made fast all the tackling throughout 
the ship we sat down, but the wind and the helms- 
man guided the ship. 

“Then verily I spoke among my comrades, 
grieved at heart: ‘Friends, since it is not right 
that one or two alone should know the oracles 
that Circe, the beautiful goddess, told me, there- 
fore will 1 tell them, in order that knowing them 
we may either die or, shunning death and fate, 
escape. First she bade us avoid the voice of the 
wondrous Sirens, and their flowery meadow. Me 
alone she bade to listen to their voice; but do 
ye bind me with grievous bonds, that I may abide 
fast where I am, upright in the step of the mast, 
and let the ropes be made fast at the ends to 
the mast itself; and if I implore and bid you to 
loose me, then do ye tie me fast with yet more 
bonds.’ 
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“Thus I rehearsed all these things and tqld them 
to my comrades. Meanwhile the well-built ship 
speedily came to the is!e of the two Sirens, for 
a fair and gentle wind bore her on. Then pre- 
sently the wind ceased and there was a windless 
calm, and a god lulled the waves to sleep. But 
my comrades rose up and furled the sail and 
stowed it in the hollow ship, and thereafter sat 
at the oars and made the water white with their 
polished oars of fir. But I with my sharp sword 
cut into small bits a great round cake of wax, 
and kneaded it with my strong hands, and soon 
the wax grew warm, forced by the strong pressure 
and the rays of the lord Helios Hyperion.!. Then 
I anointed with this the ears of all my comrades 
in turn; and they bound me in the ship hand 
and foot, upright in the step of the mast, and made 
the ropes fast at the ends to the mast itself; 
and themselves sitting down smote the grey sea 
with their oars. But when we were as far distant 
as a man can make himself heard when he shouts, 
driving swiftly on our way, the Sirens failed not 
to note the swift ship as it drew near, and they 
raised their clear-toned song: 

“¢Come hither, as thou farest, renowned Odysseus, 
great glory of the Achaeans; stay thy ship that thou 
mayest listen to the voice of us two. For never yet 
has any man rowed past this isle in his black ship 
until he has heard the sweet voice from our lips. 
Nay, he has joy of it, and goes his way a wiser man. 
For we know all the toils that in wide Troy the 


1 This rendering takes ‘Yrep:oviins to be an equivalent of 
‘treplwy. If it be regarded as a patronymic, this passage is 
out of harmony with others. 
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Argives and Trojans endured through the will of the 
gods, and we know all things that come to pass upon 
the fruitful earth.’ 

“So they spoke, sending forth their beautiful 
voice, and my heart was fain to listen, and I bade 
my comrades loose me, nodding to them with my 
brows; but they fell to their oars and rowed on. 
And presently Perimedes and Eurylochus arose and 
bound me with yet more bonds and drew them 
tighter. But when they had rowed past the Sirens, 
and we could no more hear their voice or their song, 
then straightway my trusty comrades took away the 
wax with which I had anointed their ears and loosed 
me from my bonds. 

“ But when we had left the island, I presently saw 
smoke and a great billow, and heard a booming. 
Then from the hands of my men in their terror the 
oars flew, and splashed one and all in the swirl, and 
the ship stood still where it was, when they no longer 
plied with their hands the tapering oars. But I 
went through the ship and cheered my men with 
gentle words, coming up to each man in turn: 

“<¢Friends, hitherto we have been in no wise 
ignorant of sorrow; surely this evil that besets us 
now is no greater than when the Cyclops penned 
us in his hollow cave by brutal strength; yet even 
thence we made our escape through my valour 
and counsel and wit; these dangers, too, methinks 
we shall some day remember. But now come, as I 
bid, let us all obey. Do you keep your seats on the 
benches and smite with your oars the deep surf of 
the sea, in the hope that Zeus may grant us to 
escape and avoid this death. And to thee, steers- 
man, I give this command, and do thou lay it to 
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heart, since thou wieldest the steering oar of the 
hollow ship. From this smoke and surf keep the 
ship well away and hug the cliff, lest, ere thou know 
it, the ship swerve off to the other side and thou 
cast us into destruction.’ 

«So I spoke, and they quickly hearkened to my 
words. But of Scylla I went not on to speak, a 
cureless bane, lest haply my comrades, seized with 
fear, should cease from rowing and huddle together 
in the hold. Then verily I forgot the hard com- 
mand of Circe, whereas she bade me in no wise 
to arm myself; but when I had put on my glorious 
armour and grasped in my hand two long spears, 
I went to the fore-deck of the ship, whence I 
deemed that Scylla of the rock would first be seen, 
who was to bring ruin upon my comrades. But 
nowhere could I descry her, and my eyes grew 
weary as I gazed everywhere toward the misty 
rock. 

‘‘We then sailed on up the narrow strait with 
wailing. For on one side lay Seylla and on the other 
divine Charybdis terribly sucked down the salt water 
of the sea. Verily whenever she belched it forth, 
like a cauldron on a great fire she would seethe and 
bubble in utter turmoil, and high over head the 
spray would fall on the tops of both the cliffs. But 
as often as she sucked down the salt water of the 
sea, within she could all be seen in utter turmoil, and 
round about the rock roared terribly, while beneath 
the earth appeared black with sand; and pale fear 
seized my men. So we looked toward her and feared 
destruction ; but meanwhile Scylla seized from out 
the hollow ship six of my comrades who were the 
best in strength and in might. Turning my eyes to 
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1 Or, possibly, ‘‘ to find my men.” 
2 Three views are held regarding this obscure passage: 
(1) that the poet refers to spearing, or ‘‘ hooking,” fish with 
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the swift ship and to the company of my men,! even 
then I noted above me their feet and hands as they 
were raised aloft. To me they cried aloud, calling 
upon me by name for that last time in anguish of 
heart. And as a fisher on a jutting rock, when he 
casts in his baits as a snare to the little fishes, with 
his long pole lets down into the sea the horn of an 
ox of the steading,? and then as he catches a fish 
flings it writhing ashore, even so were they drawn 
writhing up towards the cliffs. Then at her doors 
she devoured them shrieking and stretching out 
their hands toward me in their awful death-struggle. 
Most piteous did mine eyes behold that thing of all 
that I bore while I explored the paths of the sea. 

«‘ Now when we had escaped the rocks, and dread 
Charybdis and Scylla, presently then we came to the 
goodly island of the god, where were the fair kine, 
broad of brow, and the many goodly flocks of Helios 
Hyperion. Then while I was still out at sea in my 
black ship, I heard the lowing of the cattle that 
were being stalled and the bleating of the sheep, 
and upon my mind fell the words of the blind seer, 
Theban Teiresias, and of Aeaean Circe, who very 
straitly charged me to shun the island of Helios, 
who gives joy to mortals. Then verily I spoke among 
my comrades, grieved at heart : ; 

«“«Hear my words, comrades, for all your evil 
plight, that I may tell you the oracles of Teiresias 
and of Aeaean Circe, who very straitly charged me 
to shun the island of Helios, who gives joy to 
a pole tipped with bone (it will be noticed that there is no 
mention of a line) ; (2) that a bit of hollow, tube-like bone 
was slipped over the line just above the hook to prevent its 


being bitten through ; and (3) that the bone was really an 
artificial bait (see Haskins in Journ. Philol. xix. 238 ff.). 


451 


HOMER 


wv \ , ’ A yA wv v 
év0a yap aivotatov Kakov éupevar dup EpacKkev. 275 
’ \ \ \ lol > / fol , > 
ara TrapeE THY VHTOV EaUVETE Vija pedaLvav. 
a lal 
“Os épaunv, toiow 5& xatexhadcOn pirov rop. 
ret Ay E > ay A » > fey 40 : 
avtixa & Evpvroyos otuyep@ pw nuciBeTto pvb@ 
ey U4 r 4 > 705 rea / L W5€ a 
xéeTALOS els,’Oduced: TEpt ToL pévos, OvdE TL yvia 
KaEVELS* 7) Pa VU Gol ye oLOnpEea TavTa TETUKTAL, 280 
,’ / 
6s p étapous Kapat@ addnkotas nOé Kal Urve 
/ » 
ovK édas yains ériSypevat, évOa Kev ate 
vio év audipvty Aapov TeTUKOipWEOa Soprror, ‘ 
aN’ aitas bia viera Oonv adadrnobat dvoyas 
/ > / > b] / / 
vijcouv atoTNayxOévtas év nepoELdé TOTO. 285 
nr > = , lal 
éx vuxtav & aveuor yaretrol, SnAinpata nov, 
ylyvovtar wh Kév Ts UTEKpUyoL aitruv GrEOpor, 
hv wos eEatrivns EMOn avéuoro Ovedra, 
4, Notov % Zehvpo.o dvcaéos, of Te wadtota 
a / a aE > V4 
via Svappatovet Oe@y aéxntl avaKTov. 290 
la) , 
GAN’ F Toe viv pev TeLO@peOa vuKTi pedaivy 
Sdprov 0 omdtaduecOa Gon Tapa vyi wévovtes, 
aA Sch9 , aes: Sas, , > 
nabev & avaBavres evnoopev evpel TOVTO. 

« bu lal 
“O> ébat Edptnroyos, érl & yveov addot Eraipo.. 
Kal TOTE 52) yiyvwoxov 0 63) Kaka pndeTo Saipwv, 295 

/ 
cal puv dwovicas érea TTEpsEevTA TpoTNVOwY: 
“<« Ripinoy’, para 87 we Bialete podvov eovta. 
nr ‘ / \ 
GN dye viv poe TavTEs OuoccaTe KapTEpoY OpKoV* 
Vv / ode LN a > ft a a {hae ) dA 
el Ké TI He Bo@y ayéerA\nV H TAU mey oLwV 
ev / / > @ Ne a 
eUpmmev, py Tov TLs aTaTPaNinot Kaxjow 300 
i) Body Hé Te pipov aroKTdvy* adda Exydot 
- , , A 20 , , Ki > 
éobiete Bpopnv, Thy aBavatn Tope Kipky. 
452 





THE ODYSSEY, XII. 275-302 


mortals ; for there, she said, was our most terrible 
bane. Nay, row the black ship out past the island.’ 

“So I spoke, but their spirit was broken within 
them, and straightway Eurylochus answered me with 
hateful words : 

« «Hardy art thou, Odysseus; thou hast strength 
beyond that of other men and thy limbs never grow 
weary. Verily thou art wholly wrought of iron, 
seeing that thou sufferest not thy comrades, worn 
out with toil and drowsiness, to set foot on shore, 
where on this sca-girt isle we might once more make 
ready a savoury supper; but thou biddest us even as 
we are to wander on through the swift night, driven 
away from the island over the misty deep. It is 
from the night that fierce winds are born, wreckers 
of ships. How could one escape utter destruction, 
if haply there should suddenly come a blast of the 
South Wind or the blustering West Wind, which 
oftenest wreck ships in despite of the sovereign 
gods? Nay, verily for this time let us yield to black 
night and make ready our supper, remaining by the 
swift ship, and in the morning we will go aboard, 
and put out into the broad sea.’ 

“So spoke Eurylochus, and the rest of my com- 
rades gave assent. Then verily I knew that some 
god was assuredly devising ill, and I spoke and 
addressed him with winged words: 

“« Kurylochus, verily ye constrain me, whe stand 
alone. But come now, do ye all swear to me a 
mighty oath, to the end that, if we haply find a herd of 
kine or a great flock of sheep, no man may slay either 
cow or sheep in the blind folly of his mind; but 
be content to eat the food which immortal Circe 
gave.’ 
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“So I spoke, and they straightway swore that 
they would not, even as I bade them. But when 
they had sworn and made an end of the oath, we 
moored our well-built ship in the hollow harbour 
near a spring of sweet water, and my comrades went 
forth from the ship and skilfully made ready their 
supper. But when they had put from them the 
desire of food and drink, then they fell to weeping, 
as they remembered their dear comrades whom Scylla 
had snatched from out the hollow ship and devoured ; 
and sweet sleep came upon them as they wept. But 
when it was the third watch of the night, and the 
stars had turned their course, Zeus, the cloud- 
gatherer, roused against us a fierce wind with a won- 
drous tempest, and hid with clouds the land and sea 
alike, and night rushed down from heaven. And as 
soon as early Dawn appeared, the rosy- -fingered, we 
dragged our ship, and made her fast in a hollow cave, 
where were the fair dancing-floors and seats of the 
nymphs. Then I called my men together and spoke 
among them: 

“<Friends, in our swift ship is meat and drink; 
let us therefore keep our hands from those kine lest 
we come to harm, for these are the cows and goodly 
sheep of a dread god, even of Helios, who oversees 
all things and overhears all things.’ 

“So I spoke, and their proud hearts consented. 
Then for a full month the South Wind blew unceas- 
ingly, nor did any other wind arise except the East 
and the South. 

«‘ Now so long as my men had grain and red wine 
they kept their hands from the kine, for they were 
eager to save their lives! But when all the stores 


1 Some prefer to render ‘‘ though pining for livelihood” ; 
but the meaning seems fixed by xxiv. 534 f, 
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had been consumed from out the ship, and now they 
must needs roam about in search of game, fishes, 
and fowl, and whatever might come to their hands 
—fishing with bent hooks, for hunger pinched their 
bellies—then I went apart up the island that I might 
pray to the gods in the hope that one of them might 
show me a way to go. And when, as I went through 
the island, I had got away from my comrades, I 
washed my hands in a place where there was shelter 
from the wind, and prayed to all the gods that hold 
~ Olympus; but they shed sweet sleep upon my eye- 
lids. And meanwhile Eurylochus began to give evil 
counsel to my comrades: 

“«Hear my words, comrades, for all your evil 
plight. All forms of death are hateful to wretched 
mortals, but to die of hunger, and so meet one’s 
doom, is the most pitiful. Nay, come, let us drive 
off the best of the kine of Helios and offer sacrifice 
to the immortals who hold broad heaven. And_ if 
we ever reach Ithaca, our native land, we will 
straightway build a rich temple to Helios Hyperion 
and put therein many goodly offerings. And if haply 
he be wroth at all because of his straight-horned 
kine, and be minded to destroy our ship, and the 
other gods consent, rather would I lose my life once 
for all with a gulp at the wave, than pine slowly 
away in a desert isle.’ 

“So spoke Eurylochus, and the rest of my com- 
rades gave assent. Straightway they drove off the 
best of the kine of Helios from near at hand, for 
not far from the dark-prowed ship were grazing the 
fair, sleek kine, broad of brow. Around these, then, 
they stood and made prayer to the gods, plucking 
the tender leaves from off a high-crested oak ;! for 


1 The green leaves were to serve as « substitute for the 
barley grains ordinarily used in sacrifice. 
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they had no white barley on board the well-benched 
ship. Now when they had prayed and had cut the 
throats of the kine and flayed them, they cut out 
the thigh-pieces and covered them with a double 
layer of fat and laid raw flesh upon them. They had 
no wine to pour over the blazing sacrifice, but they 
made libations with water, and roasted all the entrails 
over the fire. Now when the thighs were wholly 
burned and they had tasted the inner parts, they 
cut up the rest and spitted it. Then it was that 
sweet sleep fled from my eyelids, and I went my 
way to the swift ship and the shore of the sea. But 
when, as I went, I drew near to the curved ship, 
then verily the hot savour of the fat was wafted 
about me, and I groaned and cried aloud to the 
immortal gods: 

«Father Zeus and ye other blessed gods that are 
for ever, verily it was for my ruin that ye lulled me 
in pitiless sleep, while my comrades remaining behind 
have contrived a monstrous deed.’ 

“ Swiftly then to Helios Hyperion came Lampetie’ 
of the long robes, bearing tidings that we had slain 
his kine ; and straightway he spoke among the im- 
mortals, wroth at heart: 

«“<¢Father Zeus and ye other blessed gods that are 
for ever, take vengeance now on the comrades of 
Odysseus, son of Laertes, who have insolently slain 
my kine, in which I ever took delight, when I went 
toward the starry heaven and when I turned back 
again to earth from heaven. If they do not pay me 
fit atonement for the kine I will go down to Hades 
and shine among the dead.’ 

_ “Then Zeus, the cloud-gatherer, answered him and 
said: ‘ Helios, do thou verily shine on among the 
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a diver he fell from the deck and his proud spirit 
left his bones. 'Therewith Zeus thundered and hurled 
his bolt upon the ship, and she quivered from stem 
to stern, smitten by the bolt of Zeus, and was filled 
with sulphurous smoke, and my comrades fell from 
out the ship. Like sea-crows they were borne on 
. the waves about the black ship, and the god took 
from them their returning. But I kept pacing up 
and down the ship till the surge tore the sides from 
the keel, and the wave bore her on dismantled and 
snapped the mast off at the keel; but over the mast 
had been flung the back-stay fashioned of ox-hide ; 
with this I lashed the two together, both keel and 
mast, and sitting on these was borne by the direful 
winds. 

“Then verily the West Wind ceased to blow tem- 
pestuously, and swiftly the South Wind came, bringing 
sorrow to my heart, that I might traverse again the 
way to baneful Charybdis. All night long was I 
borne, and at the rising of the sun I came to the 
cliff of Scylla and to dread Charybdis. She verily 
sucked down the salt water of the sea, but I, spring- 
ing up to the tall fig-tree, laid hold of it, and clung 
to it like a bat. Yet I could in no wise plant my 
feet firmly or climb upon the tree, for its roots spread 
far below and its branches hung out of reach above, 
long and great, and overshadowed Charybdis. There 
I clung steadfastly until she should vomit forth mast 
and keel again, and to my joy they came at length. 
At the hour when a man rises from the assembly for 
his supper, one that decides the many quarrels of 
young men that seek judgment, even at that hour 
those spars appeared from out Charybdis. And I let 
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go hands and feet from above and plunged down 
into the waters out beyond the long spars, and 
sitting on these I rowed onward with my hands, 
But as for Scylla, the father of gods and men did 
not suffer her again to catch sight of me, else should 
I never have escaped utter destruction. 

“Thence for nine days was I borne, and on the 
tenth night the gods brought. me to Ogygia, where 
the fair-tressed Calypso dwells, dread goddess ot 
human speech, who gave me welcome and tendance. 
But why should I tell thee this tale? For it was 
but yesterday that I told it in thy hall to thyself and 
to thy noble wife. It is an irksome thing, meseems, 
to tell again a plain-told tale.” 
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